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Questions asked: 
• What is known about the original owner?
• Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her?
• Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?
• What alterations (structural or cosmetic) have been made to the house since it was built?

The neighborhood now known as Ashmont Hill had its origins in 1870, 
when George Derby Welles, who was 26 years old and living in Paris, 
inherited extensive landholdings in this area from his grandfather’s 
estate. Welles engaged attorney Edward Ingersoll Browne to be his 
representative, with the responsibility and authority to manage the sale of 
his property. Browne in turn hired the engineer and surveyor H. W. 
Wilson to draw up a plot plan of house lots and streets to begin the 
process of selling the land. Deeds to Ashmont Hill properties to this day 
include the original lot number(s) and a reference to “Plan No. 1 of Geo. 
D. Welles….dated May 1, 1871, by Henry W. Wilson, Engineer and
Surveyor….” in the description of the property. 

On June 21, 1888, George Derby Welles and his wife, Armandine V. Welles, 
through their attorney Edward Ingersoll Browne, deeded Lot 212 and one-half of 
the adjacent Lot 211, as bounded and described on Plan No. 1, to Mary C. 
Kingsbury, wife of Edward R. Kingsbury of Malden, MA, for $1,500. (Welles to 
Kingsbury, Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, 1827.548)  
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George Welles was determined that the character and quality of the houses being built comply 
with the very high standards that he himself set. The deed for 88 Alban Street stipulated that for 
ten years only one dwelling house, stable building, and ancillary structure could be built on the 
property; that no building or fence over six feet high could be erected within 20 feet of Alban 
Street (features such as porches, cornices, and bay windows could extend into that space); and 
that no dwelling house “shall be inferior in appearance to those heretofore erected by said Welles 
on Roslin and Harley streets.” (This refers to the French mansard “cottages” at 16 Harley Street 
and 49 Roslin Street that Welles had built in the fashionable architectural style of the time, soon 
after the 1871 plan was completed.) 

Welles also reserved the right during that ten-year period for himself or his agents to enter the 
property and to remove or alter, at the expense of the party at fault, any changes that were made 
in violation of these stipulations. Similar language appears in the deeds to all the house lots sold 
by Welles. It is not known whether he or his agents ever had to exercise 
this right. 

The First Owner 
Edward Reynolds Kingsbury was born in Boston in 1854. He married 
Mary Clarke Kingsbury, also of Boston, in 1881; they had one son, 
Maurice Dunlevie Kingsbury, in 1882. Kingsbury studied at the 
Massachusetts Normal Art School (now Massachusetts College of Art 
and Design), the School of the Museum of Fine Arts, and the Julien 
Academy in Paris, and exhibited widely including at the Pennsylvania 
Academy in Philadelphia and the Art Institute in Chicago. He was know 
for both his portraits and his landscapes. He taught drawing at English 
High School for 25 years, retiring in 1924. He returned to English High 
in 1927 to sketch the headmaster, and the resulting portrait was hung in 
the school assembly hall with those of previous headmasters. Another 
work, his mural, “Time and the World,” was installed on the wall of the 
Charlestown High School auditorium.  

Kingsbury was one of the founders of the Ogunquit Art Association and 
had a studio there for 40 years. He died on May 1, 1940, at his home at 
5 Arlington Street in Cambridge after a long illness, and was buried in 
Forest Hills Cemetery. His obituary from the Boston Herald, May 2, 
1940 (right), gives a more detailed account of his activities as an artist. 
(In several obituaries his widow is referred to as “the former Suzanne 
Clarke;” no explanation has been found for the difference in first name.)   

The following month, the Boston Advertiser in its “Maine Report 
News” datelined Portland, ME, June 21, observed: “Quaint Ogunquit, 
popular playground of artists, authors and actors, annually attracts many 
Massachusetts vacationists… Mrs. Edward R. Kingsbury of Cambridge 
has opened her home there, with Mrs. Henry Preston White of 
Brookline as a house guest.”  
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Who Was the Architect? 
Tax records show that Welles owned house lots 211 and 212 in 1888, but there is a 
notation added that Mary Kingsbury owned them in 1889. Tax records from 1889, 
as well as the 1889 insurance atlas sheet (detail, right), confirm that there was a 
house on the property that year: the house was valued at $3,500, the land at $1,400.  

Paul Douglass Shand-Tucci, in his Ashmont book, observed of 88 Alban: “The bold 
gambrel profile is a form Edwin J. Lewis used often and well and may date from an 
1891 remodeling by Lewis, but this house was originally designed by Walker and Best in 1888 
for Kingsbury, who certainly owned 88 Alban in 1889 and by 1890 was resident there.” 
Regrettably, Tucci did not cite sources in his book. In the process of researching the house for 
this report, no original documentation could be been found to support Tucci’s statements: The 
building jacket for the property was retrieved from Inspectional Services and yielded nothing, 
and a search in the City of Boston’s archives for a building inspector’s approval of a completed 
project, which would have identified the architect and could have included plans, yielded no 
results either. There has been speculation in the past that Tucci took personal possession of the 
documentation for some of the houses he wrote about, but he is no longer among us to inquire.  

It certainly seems plausible that Walker and Best designed the house: a contemporary of 
Kingsbury, Charles Howard Walker was both an architect and an artist, and they may have 
traveled in the same artistic circles in Boston. But without documentation, we can merely 
speculate. For more about Walker, go to: http://www.e-nebraskahistory.org/index.php?
title=Charles_Howard_Walker_(1857-1936),_Architect  

The same speculation is possible with Edwin J. Lewis, Jr., who was designing new houses on 
Alban Street at the time that the Kingsburys were living there, But the timing seems problematic:  
Given that their house was completed sometime in 1889, the Kingsburys lived at 88 Alban Street 
for about three years before moving elsewhere, which seems like too little time to plan and 
execute major changes. And they spent a lot of time in Ogunquit and elsewhere, as the obituary 
noted. 

Who Else Has Lived in the House? 
In June 1892, Edward R. Kingsbury and Mary C. Kingsbury deeded the property to Annie E. 
Baker, wife of Edward L. Baker, in consideration of one dollar (Kingsbury to Baker, Suffolk 
County Registry of Deeds, 2068.634). The following day a mortgage from Baker to Kingsbury 
was recorded (2068.635) and subsequently extended several times. 

On May 8, 1909, Edward L. Baker and Annie E. Baker deeded the property to Mary L. Dillaway, 
wife of Charles F. W. Dillaway, for one dollar. (Baker to Dillaway, Suffolk Country Registry of 
Deeds, 3361.458)  On May 30, 1909, Mary L. Dillaway paid off the $4,000 mortgage that Baker 
had given to Kingsbury. (Kingsbury Discharge, Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, 3363.300)  

According to the 1910 Census, the Bakers lived at 66 Alban Street with a servant; they had 
moved up the street by just a few houses. Edward’s occupation was printer. By 1920, they were 
living on Berkshire Street, a one-block street between Beaumont and Westmoreland streets in 
Ashmont, where they were still listed in 1940. 
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Charles Dillaway was a stock broker who early on was considered a rising star in the Boston 
financial world. However, his company failed in 1899, gaining national press attention in the 
process. Based on subsequent newspaper articles, he eventually got back on his feet. Charles’s 
father, a prosperous banker who lived in Ashmont, had died from complications after surgery on 
April 17, 1909, mere weeks before the purchase of 88 Alban. (The father’s obituary said he lived 
at 1 Halifax Street, but since there is no Halifax Street in Ashmont, it is more likely that he lived 
in the very impressive house at 1 Fairfax Street. Was he involved in the plan to buy the Alban 
Street house, or was there another story?)  

On March 4, 1910, Charles F. W. Dillaway and Mary Louise Dillaway deeded the property to 
Barbara Rose Dillaway  who was Charles’s mother (Dillaway to Dillaway, Suffolk Country 
Registry of Deeds, 3432.59) The 1910 Census shows Charles, Mary, and Rose living at 88 Alban 
Street along with Ida Carlson, a servant who was from Sweden. Charles’s occupation was listed 
as Salesman, Cotton Gin Co. In the 1920 Census, Mary Dillaway, a widow, and her son lived on 
Belvedere Street in the Back Bay. 

The Dillaways didn’t stay long. In July 1911, Barbara Rose Dillaway deeded the property to 
Elsie Dana Evans, wife of Miner H. A. Evans, for one dollar (Dillaway to Evans, Suffolk 
Country Registry of Deeds, 3555.294); the Evanses gave a mortgage to the South Boston 
Savings Bank in the amount of $4,000. The 1930 Census records that Miner Evans was a 
physician/psychiatrist. The Evans family, which included a daughter, Barbara, lived in the house 
for two decades. 

 On May 1, 1933, Miner H.A. Evans and Elsie Dana Evans deeded the property to George T. 
Kelly and Marie B. Kelly (Evans to Kelly, Suffolk Country Registry of Deeds, 5384.335) with a 
mortgage given by Kelly to Evans. The Evans family moved to Wellesley (5384.336) George 
Kelly (the Boston residents list for 1934 spelled it Kelley) was an architect who designed school 
buildings for the City of Boston. They had moved to Alban Street from Bullard Street, which is 
off Bowdoin Street. 

George T. Kelly died on April 4, 1986, at the age of 92. On September 30, 1986, Marie B. Kelly, 
widow of deeded 88 Alban Street to David S. Burson and Patricia C. Burson. (Kelly to Burson, 
Suffolk County Registry of Deeds, 13110.137) Marie moved to Woburn after her husband’s 
death to be closer to two of their four children; she died in 2012 at the age of 109. This link to 
her obituary tells more about her: https://sullivanfuneralhome.net/tribute/details/146/Marie-
Kelly/obituary.html 

David Burson is an architect; Patricia is an artist. They raised their two sons at 88 Alban Street 
and continue to be concerned and engaged neighbors. 

Structural or Cosmetic Changes? 

A review of the historic building permits for 88 Alban Street may be found by entering the street 
number and street name at https://scerisecm.boston.gov/ScerIS/CmPublic/#/SearchCriteria?f=11. 
A review of the permits found there shows that over the years the owners of the house have 
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undertaken well-considered maintenance and and repairs to keep the house in good repair, but no 
significant changes are documented. Sadly, there is no original building permit or any other 
permit to support the information regarding the architects stated by Douglass Shand-Tucci in his 
Ashmont book. 

Sources: 
Suffolk Country Registry of Deeds 
Insurance atlases from the Dorchester Historical Society 
MyHeritage genealogical website for US Census, local and national newspaper articles, family 
histories 
FamilySearch genealogical website for obituaries 
Boston Public Library, Boston Lists of Residents 
Nebraska State Historical Society website for Charles Howard Walker information 
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Ownership History

Date Book/
Page

June 21, 1888 1827/548 George D. Well(e)s to Mary E Kingsbury, Alban St pt. lot 211 & lot 212

June 27, 1892 2068/634 Edward R. Kingsbury and Mary C. Kingsbury to Annie E. Baker, wife of 
Edward L. Baker in consideration of one dollar

June 28, 1892 2068/635 Mortgage by Kingsbury to Baker (followed by several extensions)

May 8, 1909 3361.458 Edward L. Baker and Annie E. Baker to Mary L Dillaway, wife of Charles F. 
W. Dillaway in consideration of one dollar

May 30, 1909 3363.300 Kingsbury mortgage discharged; says he has received from Mar;y L. 
Dillaway full payment and satisfaction 

March 4, 1910 3432.59 Charles F. W. Dillaway and Mary Louise Dillaway to Barbara Rose Dillaway

July 11, 1911 3555.294 Barbara Rose Dillaway to Elsie Dana Evans, wife of Miner H. A. Evans

May 1, 1933 5384.335 Miner H.A Evans and Elsie Dana Evans to George T. Kelly and Maria B. 
Kelly

May 1, 1933 5384.336 Mortgage: Kelly to Evans of Wellesley  

Sept. 30, 
1986

13110.137 Marie B Kelly, wife of George T. Kelley (died April 4, 1986, age 92) to David 
S. Burson and Patricia C. Burson



Deed of George Derby Welles to Mary E. Kingsbury, June 21, 1888








