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• What is known about the original owner?
• Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?
• What alterations (structural or cosmetic) have been made to the house since it was built?
• Does the house sit on all of its original land? If not, when and in what way did the lot size

change?

The neighborhood now known as Ashmont Hill had its origins in 1870, when George 
Derby Welles, who was 26 years old and living in Paris, inherited extensive landholdings 
in this area from his grandfather’s estate. Welles engaged attorney Edward Ingersoll 
Browne to be his representative, with the responsibility and authority to manage the sale 
of his property. Browne in turn hired the engineer and surveyor H. W. Wilson to draw up 
a plot plan of house lots and streets to begin the process of selling the land. Deeds to 
Ashmont Hill properties to this day include the original lot number(s) and a reference to 
“Plan No. 1 of Geo. D. Welles….dated May 1, 1871 by Henry W. Wilson, Engineer and 
Surveyor….” in the description of the property. 
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The 1871 plan did not include Montague Street (or 
Mellen Street), as can be seen in the 1874 
insurance atlas, right. Deciding that additional 
streets and building lots would be advantageous, 
Welles charged Henry W. Wilson (now a Civil 
Engineer) to plan a subdivision of lots 152 to 176 
on the original 1871 plan; the new plan, dated 
April 15, 1893, provided a new street, Montague 
Street, and a new arrangement of lots, as can be 
seen on the plan, below right. 
 
Welles to Reid (a Developer) 
On August 6, 1894, George Derby Welles 
conveyed lot 15 of the 1893 Wilson Plan to 
James Reid. The somewhat oddly shaped lot 
fronted on Roslin Street and was 5288.10 
square feet in size.  

A line in the real estate column of the Boston 
Globe of August 8, 1894, noted the sale. 

 

Tax records indicate that Reid also purchased 
lots 14 and 13 from Welles in 1894; lot 13 
was on the corner of Roslin and Montague, 
lot 14 was to its west. He promptly had a 
house built on lot 13, as seen on the 1894 
map; 1895 tax records indicate that he was 
owner and occupant of that house. (In 1894, 
the city directory listed his address as 93 
Ashmont Street and his occupation as cook, 
30 North Market Street in the Faneuil Hall 
market. No. 30 North Market was the address 
for the Durgin-Park restaurant.) Reid didn’t rush to build on lot 15: in the 1895 tax 
records, lot 15 was vacant land and there was a vacant house on lot 14, and in 1896, the 
notation for lot 15 was “House Erecting.” Unfortunately, no building permit, plans, or 
building inspector’s report could be located to identify either the architect or the builder 
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of what is a very fine Colonial Revival residence. The tax assessing records of 1897 show 
a house on the property, which provides the date of completion of 1897.  

Reid may have listed his occupation as “cook,” but at the same time he was actively 
involved in real estate in Dorchester, as is evidenced by numerous transactions that were 
documented in the newspapers of the day. Real estate activity was lively to say the least 
in the 1890s: 20 years after Dorchester’s annexation to Boston, and long enough after the 
financial panic of 1873 for the market to have recovered, long-held tracts of land were 
being planned, sold, and built upon at a rapid rate.  

Two examples suggest the range of Reid’s activities: from the Boston Post, April 30, 
1891, advertising flats to let, and the Boston Globe, March 3, 1896, regarding the 
purchase of land on a prime corner on Dorchester Avenue that he subsequently developed 
with both housing and commercial space. The most interesting may be the story from the 
Boston Globe of June 11, 1895, which relates to the house at 19 Roslin Street. The 
outcome of the trial couldn’t be found, but Reid was still living at 19 Roslin in 1898, and 
Susanna Graham did a similar property exchange with someone else. Reid had sold 19 
Roslin by 1904 and no longer lived there.   

  

 

 

 

The First Owner-Occupants 
James Reid sold 15 Roslin Street to Walter E. Newbert on May 21, 1897. Newbert, age 23, had 
relocated from New York and was “in sales.”  In the 1900 census, the family included Walter, 
born in 1874 in Maine; wife Alice G. (Perkins), born in 1872 in Massachusetts; and daughter 
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Alice, born in 1895 in New York. Walter’s occupation 
was described as “Salesman (chemicals).” The 1907 
Boston directory more specifically noted that Walter 
and his brother Alonzo had a business on Milk Street in 
dye-stuffs. 

The 1898 insurance map shows the houses and owners 
of lots 15, 14 and 13, now numbered 15, 17 and 19 
Roslin Street. It also shows that the two brick and 
masonry buildings to the west have been constructed 
(in pink); the stipulations that George Derby Welles put 
in his deeds requiring a 20-foot building setback from 
Roslin Street, which were supposed to be in effect 
until 1902, were evidently not a factor. 

The Newberts’ social life, and in the case of 
Walter also his sporting life, revolved around 
the Dorchester Gentlemen’s Driving Club. The 
Dorchester Historical Society’s Illustration of 
the Day in July 2013 included a photo of the 
raceway at Franklin Field and information 
taken from the Area Form for Franklin Field 
North prepared for the Boston Landmarks 
Commission in 1995: 

The local paper, the Dorchester Beacon, gave extensive coverage to the Driving Club, no doubt 
to the satisfaction of the prominent residents who either watched or participated in the races and 
social events. Walter got his fair share, as represented by the clippings on the next page. 
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The Newberts’ young daughter, Alice, died in 
May of 1902. The Dorchester Beacon (May 17, 
1902) gave this sad occasion very thorough 
coverage as well (right). The rest of the lengthy 
article listed in great detail every floral 
arrangement received, as well as the donor, and 
then listed everyone who had attended the funeral. 
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An event that generated news coverage while the Newberts 
lived on Roslin Street was a housebreak one evening in June 
1903. Two newspaper stories reported on the incident, with 
somewhat different descriptions of what transpired. The story 
below is from the Boston Post, June 14; the story, right, is 
from the Boston Globe, June 13. 
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Walter appeared to have no problem paying for his racing avocation. Nonetheless, starting in 
1905, a series of foreclosures, property sales by the City, and redemptions by Newbert ensued as 
the result of his failure to pay property taxes. 

  

A number of transactions between the Collector of Taxes, Robert J. Jones, and Alfred E. Jones 
(whose business seems to have been the buying and selling of foreclosed properties) culminated 
on September 24, 1909, with the sale of 15 Roslin Street by Alfred E. Jones to Emma Teresa 
Nugent of New York, trustee under a deed of trust that had been set up giving her control over 
the property and business affairs of an individual named Mary A. Tripp of New York. (Nothing 
could be discovered about the reason for this arrangement.) 

The census placed the Newbert family in Brighton in 1910 and in Newton in 1920. Walter 
eventually had his own business, Newbert Color Co., on Broad Street. And he continued his 
participation in horse racing. 

The 1910 insurance map shows Emma T. Nugent, Tr, 
as the owner of 15 Roslin. However, on January 27, 
1910, Emma T. Nugent deeded 15 Roslin to Rollin 
H. Fisher and Hubert G. Fisher, and thus began the 
longest occupancy of the house by a single family, as 
it stayed in the Fisher family from 1910 to 1950. 

The Fishers: There the Longest 
In 1900, the Fisher family lived in a two-family 
house at 110 Lonsdale Street. The family included 
Frederic J. (age 51), occupation broker; his wife, 
Adaline (50); daughter Leila (24), artist; and sons 
Rollin H. (19), wholesale dry goods, and Hubert B. 
(17), at school. By 1910, in residence at 15 Roslin 
Street, Frederick was retired, Adaline was a 
housewife, Leila was a photographer, and both Rollin 
and Hubert were high school teachers. 

Rollin was both an athlete and a musician. He had 
played football at Dorchester High School and was 
captain his senior year (class of 1898). He also 
played the violin. (Boston Globe, Jan 23, 1901, right) 
Nothing could be found about Hubert’s youth.  
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Newspaper articles indicate that early in their 
careers Rollin and Hubert taught at several 
different Boston high schools including 
Charlestown, English, the High School of 
Commerce, and Dorchester High, and 
sometimes held positions that included both 
teaching and coaching. Rollin taught at the 
High School of Commerce, which was in the 
Fenway, and also played bass viol in its fledgling orchestra. At Dorchester High School he 
directed the Glee Club and coached the football team. Both Hubert and Rollin taught at the new 
Commercial Evening High School that was based at Dorchester High. (Below: Boston Globe, 
Oct 8, 1912, left; Dorchester Beacon, Oct 4, 1913, center; Boston Globe, Nov 17, 1913, right)  It 
appears that they both spent most of their teaching careers at Dorchester High. 
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Both Rollin and Hubert were active members of the Dorchester Yacht Club, which offered both 
recreational and social opportunities.   

 

  

 
 
 

 
In 1920, Frederick and Adaline were still 
living at Roslin Street, both age 70; Rollin 
(age 39) and Hubert (37) were living with 
their parents, and both of them were school 
teachers. Rollin and Hubert had both served 
in the Quarter Master Corps during WWI and 
returned safely home. The family member 
missing was Leila, who had been living at 
home and had died in 1918, after falling from 
a horse and fracturing her skull. (Boston 
Globe, Sep 30, 1918) She was buried in 
Cedar Grove Cemetery.   

Frederick died at age 72 in July of 1921. 
(Boston Globe, July 2, 1921) 
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Rollin and Hubert were both married late to 
women who were considerably younger than 
they were. Olive was 14 years younger than 
Hubert, while Margaret was 13 years younger 
than Rollin. (Boston Globe, Aug 4, 1926, top; 
Boston Globe, Dec 21, 1927, bottom) Hubert 
and Olive were married in August 1926; 
Rollin and Margaret were married in 
December 1927. 

Possibly because they were going to be 
setting up households of their own, in 1926 
Rollin and Hubert deeded 15 Roslin Street to 
their mother, Adaline A. Fisher.   

After their marriages, Hubert and Olive lived 
on Rockwell Street, and Rollin, Margaret, and 
their infant son Charles Howard lived on 
Centre Street, neither one far from their 
mother. After her sons had moved out, 
Adaline took in a roomer, John H. Burroughs, 
who was identified as a civil engineer/city 
government in a city resident list; according 
to the lists he boarded there through 1931. 

In January 1932, Adaline deeded the house to 
Hubert, who then deeded it to Rollin that June. 
The resident list for 1932 indicated that the 
house was unoccupied, but in 1933, Rollin and 
Margaret had moved in with their son, who 
was called Howard. (Whether Adaline moved 
or died could not be determined.) In 1940, the 
household at 15 Roslin included Rollin, 
Margaret, C. Howard, age 11, Leila, age 5, 
David, age 3, and a maid who had been with 
the family for at least five years.  

Rollin gave his occupation as high school 
teacher in the 1940 census; the 1942 city 
directory listed him as retired. His photo, as a 
former teacher, was included in the 1946 
Dorchester High School yearbook. He had 
taught at Dorchester High from 1914 to 1941.
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Hubert and his wife were listed in city directories on 
Rockwell Street through 1944. However, in the 1940 census 
they were also listed as living in San Diego. Hubert died in 
San Diego in 1954, at age 71, and was buried in the Fort 
Rosecrans National Cemetery. 

Rollin sold the house in 1950 to Christopher and Frances 
Flannery of Cambridge, and he and Margaret moved to San 
Diego, where Hubert and his wife were living. He died in 
1962, at the age of 81. Rollin’s obituary appeared in the 
Boston Globe, March 26, 1962. 
 
The Flannery Family 
The Flannerys had moved from Cambridge, where they 
lived on Hancock Park. Christopher was born in 1902 in 
South Boston of Irish immigrant parents; his father was a 
bartender when he was born, later on he was a carpenter/
builder. A newspaper listing of Boston high school graduates 
in 1916 had Christopher graduating from the Lawrence 
School. In the 1920 census, he and his family lived on 151 
West Sixth Street in South Boston, and he worked in a shoe 
factory.  

Frances (née McDevitt) was born in 1903 and her family 
lived on Iroquois Street in Roxbury. Her parents were also 
Irish immigrants; her father was a watchman in a brewery (of which there were many in that part 
of the city at that time). In 1920, she worked as a stenographer in an office. In 1930, she and her 
brother Daniel lived on West Sixth Street in South Boston (she was listed as head of household) 
and three Flannery brothers lived at the same address (although Christopher was not among 
them…he couldn’t be located in 1930). Frances worked as a milliner in a hat shop; her brother 
was a trackman for a street railway.  

Whether Christopher and Frances met through his brothers is interesting to speculate; in any 
case, they were presumably married sometime between 1930 and 1935. Their son Edwin was 
born in 1936. In 1940 (the most recent census available), the family included Christopher F., age 
39, and an agent for a life insurance company (which was the John Hancock Insurance 
Company); Frances, age 40; and son Edwin F., age 5. They later had a second son, James P. 

The Flannery family lived at 15 Roslin Street for 28 years. It appears that Christopher worked for 
John Hancock for most if not all of that time. City directories for 1958-60 listed Frances as an 
employee of S&W Service Corp.  
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Edwin graduated from Boston College High School in 
1953 and, despite what his year-book entry said (right), a 
Boston Globe article about local enlistments indicated 
that he was joining the Marines in 1954. However, 
resident lists for 1956/7 showed him at 15 Roslin with 
the occupation of clerk; the city directories for those 
years were more specific, giving his employer as the 
First National Bank of Boston.  

The 1960 city directory listed son James living at 15 
Roslin and working at Lenox, Inc. In the 1967 directory, 
he and his wife, Gail (née Jillett), lived at 24 Maxwell 
Street in Dorchester and James was a traffic manager for 
Lenox Industries. In 1969, he and Gail were still on 
Maxwell Street, but James’s occupation was Jim’s 
Friendly Spa. At some point after that, James and Gail 
moved to Scituate, where it seems likely he was not 
operating a spa. (In the Boston area, “spa” has 
sometimes had a different meaning from the usual one. 
Locally, the term was often applied to a soda fountain, 
but it evolved to refer to a convenience store.)   

Christopher died in January 1971 (Boston Globe, January 3, 1971). 
Frances sold 15 Roslin Street in 1978 to Norman and Janice Oliver and 
moved to Scituate, where son James and his family lived. Her death was 
noted in the Boston Globe of October 30, 1987. 

Edwin in the meantime 
had moved to Florida, 
where he took a position 
with a firm called 
SYSTAMS Corp. in 
Tampa. He died in 
Clearwater, Florida, in 
December 1986, a year 
before his mother’s death, 
and was buried in Oak 
Lawn Cemetery in 
Jacksonville.  
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More Recent Owners 
Very little information could be found about the next owners, Norman and Janice Oliver, who 
purchased the house in September of 1978. Norman was born in 1942, graduated from 
Cambridge Latin in 1961, and was a student living on Myrtle Street on Beacon Hill in 1964. 
Janice was born in Lynn in 1947. Norman and Janice were married in Lynn in 1967. They were 
living in Fairfax, Virginia, when they sold the house to the Douglass siblings in 1986. And they 
divorced in 1991. The Douglasses sold the house to the current owner in October 1994. 

A complete ownership history is found on page 14. 

Structural or Cosmetic Changes?  
A review of the historical building permits on the City of Boston’s website revealed only 
straightforward and predictable projects that would be expected for a house of this age. They 
included: 
Repairs to front and back piazzas first floor only: 1917 
Remove old shingles and replace with approved Rex Strip asphalt shingles: 1919 
Reshingle half of roof with approved asphalt shingles: 1947 
Upgrade 30 amp electrical service to 100 amp: 1986 
Subsequent work requiring a permit was all done by the current owner. The lack of a permit does 
not indicate that no other repairs or changes have been made; there is just no way to document 
them. 

Did the Lot Size Change? 
In 1925, Frederick J. Rockwell deeded a triangle of land in the back corner of the property to 
Rollin and Hubert Fisher, squaring off the odd angle that had been created in the 1893 Wilson 
plan and increasing the lot size to 5712 square feet. This small piece of land was part of a 
property that had previously been deeded to Rockwell by the Seamen’s Savings Bank of 
Provincetown. (1918 insurance map, left; 1933 insurance map, right.) 
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15 Roslin Street Ownership History

8/6/1894 2217.81 George Derby Welles to James Reid

5/21/1897 2443.593 James Reid to Walter E. Newbert 

5/12/1909 3373.7 Tax Deed from Char R Brown Collector to Robert J. Jones for 1907 taxes owed 
by Walter E. Newbert

3240.78 10/3/1907; 
3308.392,7/14/1908; 

3298.20, 7/3/1908; 
3308.395, 8/20,1908; 

3373.7, 5/12/1909

series of back and forths among Collector 
of Taxes, Robert J. Jones, Alfred E. 
Jones…. 

6/24/1909 3374.582 Robert J. Jones to Alfred E. Jones

9/24/1909 3394.439 Alfred E. Jones to Emma Teresa Nugent

1/27/1910 3426.361 Emma Teresa Nugent, of New York, Trustee 
under certain deed of trust dated Oct 10, 
1906, to

Rollin H. Fisher and Hubert G. Fisher

12/24/1924 4643.45 Seamen’s Savings Bank of Provincetown  
to

Frederick J. Rockwell

7/3/1925 4702.74 Frederick J. Rockwell, being unmarried  to           
(Lot D on plan by E.L. Moulton, Surveyor, 
dated June 16 1925, part of premises 
conveyed to Rockwell by Seamen’s SB)

Rollin R. Fisher and Hubert G. Fisher: 

7/31/1926 4821.540 Rollin H. Fisher and Hubert G. Fisher, both 
being unmarried, to

Adaline A. Fisher

1/2/1932 5304.319 Adaline A. Fisher, widow, to Hubert G. Fisher

6/2/1932 5327.315 Hubert G. Fisher to Rollin H. Fisher

9/26/1950 6640.373 Rollin H Fisher to Christopher E. Flannery and Frances 
M. Flannery

9/29/1978 Frances M. Flannery, widow of Christopher 
E. Flannery, to

Norman E. Oliver and Janice D. Oliver

6/9/1986 12557.74 Norman E  Oliver and Janice D. Oliver of 
Fairfax County, Virginia, to

D. Christopher Douglass, Mary J. 
Douglass, James A. Douglass, and J. 
Casey Douglass

10/14/1994 19376.251 D. Christopher Douglass, Mary J. Douglass, 
James A. Douglass, and J. Casey Douglass 
to

Karen Altamirano
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