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Questions asked: 

 

• What is known about the original owner? 

• Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her? 

• Who was the builder? 

• Was the house part of a larger real estate development at the time it was built? 

 

 
 

Longfellow Street was laid out in 1892 on land belonging to Albert L. Jewell and 46 house lots 

were laid out on a plan created by C.F. Baxter, Surveyor1. [Attachment 1] Seven Longfellow 

Street is Lot 27 on this plan. The street was 60 feet wide with a park in the center, tapering in 

width as it approached Topliff and Draper Streets at either end. The deed for these house lots, 

from Albert L. Jewell to George W. Dow, filed on October 10, 1892, contains the following 

restriction: “The premises are conveyed also subject to the restrictions that for a period of five 

years from this date no building erected or to be erected on said premises shall be used as a 

public stable or for the sale of intoxicating liquors and that during the same period no building 

shall be erected on said premises nearer than 20 feet from the line on any street on the plan to be 

recorded herewith.2 [Attachment 2] 

 

While a discussion of the causes and effects of the Panic of 1893 goes beyond the scope of this 

report, its impact can be seen in many aspects of the history of 7 Longfellow Street. At the time 

of his purchase of the 46 Longfellow Street lots, George Dow took a first mortgage from Albert 

Jewell of $1,800 on each property, to be paid over a five-year period at an interest rate of 6% per 

year, securing the debt with the 46 properties he had acquired on Longfellow Street, one of 

which was Lot 27. Each mortgage is documented in an individual deed. In the records, these 

mortgage deeds follow the original deed from Jewell to Dow; however, the records are 
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voluminous and are not included with this report. It appears that some of them were paid and the 

mortgages discharged but the mortgage on Lot 27 remained unpaid.3 [Attachment 3] Given the 

financial calamity that was about to occur in the following spring, it seems safe to assume that 

George Dow was headed for financial trouble. 

 

By 1894, homes had been built along the entire north side of Longfellow street, while the south 

side, where 7 Longfellow Street is located, remained undeveloped.4 [Attachment 4] Despite the 

Panic of 1893, advertisements for sale of the newly built homes on Longfellow Street appeared 

regularly in the Boston Globe, although by the spring of 1895, they were sounding a bit more 

desperate, as the attached ad from April 25, 1895 illustrates.5 [Attachment 5] 

 

Looking again at the 1894 map, some of the 46 developed properties had sold. The remaining 

properties, including Lot 27, are shown as belonging to N. Parker Jenkins. Although records 

show that N. Parker Jenkins assumed the mortgages on many of the Longfellow Street lots, the 

record is clear that the first mortgage for Lot 27 was assigned to Henry H. Savage on May 3, 

1895. Notations in the margin of the mortgage deed indicate the filing of an Eviction deed, 

followed by the Affidavit for the sale of the property at auction. Unfortunately, the Eviction 

Deed is in the one volume that was not digitized by Family Search and is missing at the Suffolk 

County Registry of Deeds. However, the deed of sale at auction to Frank T. Lent on April 30, 

1897 and the subsequent Affidavit provide a description of the circumstances of the sale and are 

included as an attachment to this report.6 [Attachment 6] The property was sold at auction to 

Frank T. Lent on April 3, 1897, who sold it on May 3, 1897 to Josephine W. Block.7 

[Attachment 7] 

 

On March 31, 1897, Josephine W. Block applied for a building permit for a 

single-family dwelling house to be built at ’27 Longfellow Street’8. 

[Attachment 8] A drawing of the site is included with the building permit 

application, leaving no doubt that the permit applies to 7 Longfellow Street. It 

is not clear how this permit could have been requested more than a month 

prior to the sale of Lot 27 to Josephine Block. Perhaps a verbal deal had been 

struck when the auction was announced but, in any case, there is no written 

record to explain this discrepancy.   

 

Josephine’s husband, John Adoph Block was an architect and he is listed on 

the permit application as both the architect and the builder of 7 Longfellow 

Street. He was born in 1858 in Kristiansand, Vest-Agder, Norway, immigrated 

to the United States in 1879 and became a naturalized citizen in 1904. He 

married Josefina Wilhelmina Andersson in 1886. Josephine was born in 1866 

in Gävle, Gävleborg, Sweden.  

 

John and Josephine Block had their share of financial difficulties during the 

Panic of 1893-1897. In 1894, while living in Melrose and again in January of 

1897, the Boston Globe reported that John A. Block had ‘gone into insolvency’, presumably 

filing for bankruptcy.9 [Attachment 9] By 1897, 6 of their 10 children had been born, so this was 

undoubtably a difficult period for them. Perhaps they hoped that 7 Longfellow Street would 

provide some financial stability but, unfortunately, that was not the case. In September of 1897, 

John F. Lyons filed a lien against Josephine Block for non-payment for work he had performed 

in building the house. Although ‘John A. Block, architect’ is listed in the City of Boston 1898 tax 
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records as the resident of 7 Longfellow Street,10 [Attachment 10] indicating that the family did 

live there initially, their ownership of the property seemed at risk.  

 

On September 30, 1897, Josephine Block took a mortgage of $500 from Alice A. Russell, with 

$200 to be paid on November 1st and the remainder at $10 per month until paid in full. On May 

30, 1898, Alice Russell’s attorney filed a certification of foreclosure and on October 24, 1898, 

Alice A. Russell took ownership of 7 Longfellow Street, following a public auction. Alice 

Russell was the highest bidder at $300 but also assumed an outstanding mortgage of $3,000 

together with outstanding interest and taxes. Tax records for subsequent years indicate that Alice 

A. Russell rented out the house. 

 

By 1898, only four lots on the south side of Longfellow Street remained undeveloped, although a 

few, including 11 and 13 Longfellow, appear still to be in the possession of the developer. 

Because the property at 11 Longfellow had not yet been subdivided to create 9 Longfellow 

Street, Josephine Block’s house is labeled 9 Longfellow on this map.11 [Attachment 11] 

 

John and Josephine Block subsequently moved to Brockton, where they appear to have lived 

continuously until their deaths in 1933 and 1943 respectively. They are buried together in 

Melrose Cemetery in Brockton.  
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Attachment 1 

Plan of House Lots in Dorchester Belonging to Albert L. Jewell 
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Attachment 2 

Deed from Albert L. Jewell to George W. Dowd 
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Attachment 3 

Partial View of Mortgage Deed from George W. Dowd to Albert L. Jewell for Lot 27 showing  

Assignment, Eviction deed, and Affidavit in margin 
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Attachment 4 

1894 Map of Longfellow Street (Lot 27 is highlighted in red) 

 
 

Attachment 5 

1894 Boston Globe Advertisement for Sale of Homes on Longfellow Street 
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Attachment 6 

Sale of Lot 27 at auction to Frank T. Lent 
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Attachment 7 

Deed from Frank T. Lent to Josephine W. Block 
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Attachment 8 – Building Permit for  

“27” Longfellow Street 
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Attachment 9 

Insolvency notice for John Block for the Boston Globe – 1894 and 1897 

 
 

Attachment 10 

1898 Tax Record for 7 Longfellow Street 
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Attachment 11 

1898 Map of Longfellow Street 
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