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The House 

The land where 45 Pleasant Street now sits was once part of the 520,511 square foot 
estate of Captain Ezra Howes Baker, which he purchased for $9,198.65 in 1868. Captain Baker, 
who was born in Dennis on Cape Cod, Massachusetts in 1811, was a shipmaster and 
well-known Boston merchant. His father introduced him to a life at sea when he was just ten 
years old, and by the age of sixteen he was captaining his own schooners on lumber-buying 
trips to Maine. He lived in Dennis until 1838, when he moved to Boston and started a shipping 
firm with another Cape Cod businessman, Alpheus Hardy of Chatham. They began the firm 
under the name Hardy and Baker, which became Hardy, Baker, and Morrill in 1845 when 

Questions to be answered: 

● What is known about the original owner?
● Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her?
● Was the house part of a larger real estate development at the time it was built?
● Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about

them?



Charles J. Morrill joined the partnership. In 1848, Hardy withdrew 
and the name of the firm became Baker and Morrill. For many 
years, Baker and Morrill was a successful company engaged in 
both domestic and foreign trading. However, when the shipping 
industry began to decline in the mid-nineteenth century, Captain 
Baker shifted his attention to the railroad industry. He was actively 
involved in the Union Pacific Railroad and was a director at the 
time of his death on January 28, 1876.  

Although Captain Baker owned the large estate, he never 
lived there; he made his home in South Boston. According to tax 
records, he rented the property. In 1874, his son-in-law, Rogers S. 
Barstow, the husband of his daughter Sarah, was living on the 
estate.  
When Captain Baker died in 1876, his property was willed to his 
children and grandchildren (his wife, Esther, had died in 1850). 
These descendants formed the Baker Farm Associates Trust and 
began to develop and sell off the various Baker properties around 
Boston. By 1899, the land at Stoughton and Pleasant Streets had 
been subdivided into 39 different lots [attachment 1]. 45 Pleasant 

Street was lot 39, which contained 4,342 square feet of land, less than one percent of the 
original Baker estate (shown at right). 
In 1911, Baker Farm Associates sold 
45 Pleasant Street to Mary E. 
Callahan.  

Mary E. (Leary) Callahan and 
her husband, Timothy, purchased the 
land at 45 Pleasant Street in March of 
1911 and by June of 1911, they had 
applied for a building permit to build a 
three-family dwelling on their land 
[attachment 2]. Their new 
“three-decker” was designed by 
Joseph LeCain and built by Michael T. Carroll. Three-decker homes had risen in popularity 
through the end of the nineteenth century and beginning of the twentieth century. They were an 
economical building option for middle-class families and provided a means of income for the 
owners, as the owners usually rented two of the three apartments. The building inspector for the 
City of Boston signed off on the new home’s completion on November 1, 1911. 
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The Architect 
 

Joseph LeCain is listed as the architect on the original building permit that was submitted 
in 1911. However, there is no listing for Joseph LeCain as an architect in Boston during the 
early 1900s. The only Joseph LeCain living in Boston at the time was a “machinist” and 
unfortunately, after an extensive search of the records, it has not been possible to confirm that 
this is the same person.  

However, as Arthur J. Krim pointed out in his 1977 study of Dorchester’s three-deckers, 
“Three-Deckers of Dorchester: An Architectural Historical Survey,” oftentimes the builder and 
designer were one and the same. He says, “There were few professionally trained architects, 
and most men who gave themselves the title were really builders turned designers.” Given this 
information, it is likely that the builder, Michael T. Carroll, was involved with the design of 45 
Pleasant Street. Something that does stand out about the design of 45 Pleasant Street, 
however, is that it is not the work of A. R. Gilliland. Gilliland was an early twentieth-century 
developer who was responsible for the construction of many of the three-deckers built between 
1900 and 1914 in Dorchester, stretching from Columbia Road to Pope’s Hill. He was well-known 
for his use of rounded-corner bays as a distinctive element in his designs; which you can see all 
along the Pleasant Street neighborhood as well as in the Ronan Park neighborhood in Fields 
Corner. Although 45 Pleasant Street does fit into this rounded-bay category of the “Late Classic” 
period of three-decker construction and design, it is not one of Gilliland’s houses.  

 
The Residents 
 

Mary E. (Leary) and her husband Timothy F. Callahan were the original owners of 45 
Pleasant Street, and the house would stay in their family for nearly 50 years. Timothy was born 
in Boston in 1862 and married Mary in 1897. They never had children of their own, but Timothy 
had a daughter, Annie, from his first marriage; his first wife, Joanna, had died in 1891 when 
Annie was only one year old. City directories listed Timothy’s occupation as a salesman in a 
liquor store. When they moved to Pleasant Street in 1911, they also moved with Mary’s siblings, 
Daniel and Anna Leary. The Leary family was a family of Boston firemen; Daniel reached the 
rank of captain and there were two other brothers, George and Frederick, who were also 
members of the Fire Department. Anna’s occupation was listed as “housekeeper” in city 
directories.  

Records don’t show whether the Callahans and Learys lived on the same floor or if they 
lived in one of the other two floors. However, in 1912, their first full year of ownership, tax 
records show that the Callahans also rented to the Fouhy family. John B. Fouhy was a railroad 
conductor and he lived at 45 Pleasant Street with at least his sons John, Jr. and Charles, as 
well as his brothers-in-law, John and Hugh Tolan. Unfortunately, women were not recorded in 
the tax books or resident lists during these years, but it can be presumed that John’s wife, 
Susan, was also living with her family. The Fouhy family did not stay at 45 Pleasant for long; by 
1916, they had moved to another area of Dorchester.  

Throughout their years of ownership, the Callahans rented to various middle-class 
families. A sampling of resident lists show that these families usually consisted of the male with 
a blue collar job and the wife listed as a housewife, such as the 1925 listing below. 1925 was 
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also the year that Timothy Callahan 
died at the age of 62. Mary continued to 
own 45 Pleasant Street and live there 
with her siblings until her own death in 
1931. In her will, Mary left the house to 
her sister Anna. In 1943, Anna changed 
the ownership of the property so that 
her brother, Daniel, was listed as a joint 
tenant on the deed. Neither Anna nor 
Daniel ever married. So, when Anna died in 1956 and Daniel died a year later in 1957, the 
house was left to another sibling, Caroline (Leary) Murphy.  

As Caroline already owned property elsewhere in Dorchester, she 
did not hold onto 45 Pleasant Street very long. In May of 1958, she 
sold the property to Paul and Mildred Mortitz. Paul and Mildred were 
brother and sister. They were both born only a few blocks away at 85 
Pleasant Street. Paul (left) most likely never lived at 45 Pleasant 
Street; he was a Roman Catholic priest, ordained in 1941, and when 
he bought 45 Pleasant Street with his sister, he was working at 
Cathedral High School in Boston and was in-residence there. 
Mildred had attended Portia Law School--today’s New England Law, 
Boston--which was founded in 1908 to teach legal education 
exclusively to women. It is unclear if she ever practiced law, but she 
did work at the John Hancock Company for many years. Mildred did 
make her home at 45 Pleasant Street, where she lived with her 
elderly father, Francis, in the second floor apartment. Paul and 
Mildred’s sister Roseanne and Roseanne’s husband, Francis 

MacDonald, also lived in the house, on the first floor, presumably with their young children, 
Roseanne and Francis. And, it looks as though when Paul and Mildred bought the property, 
they also let the current tenants, Joseph and Mary Silva, stay on the third floor. Joseph was an 
electrician and Mary was a razor inspector at the Gillette Company in South Boston. Joseph and 
Mary would stay at 45 Pleasant Street until at least 1969 when it was sold again.  

By 1963, Roseanne and Francis MacDonald moved out of 45 Pleasant Street and 
Bernard and Anna (Welch) Garrity moved in. Bernard and Anna had moved from another 
three-decker around the corner at 26 Trescott Street. They had two children, Lawrence and 
Kathleen, and they also brought Anna’s mother, Catherine Welch, with them. Bernard was a 
driver for the Record American newspaper and Anna was listed as a housewife. Mildred was still 
living on the second floor with her father. However, Francis Moritz died in 1967 at the age of 89; 
his son and co-owner of 45 Pleasant Street, Rev. Paul L. Moritz, was the celebrant of his funeral 
mass. After his death, Mildred remained for only two more years before she sold the property to 
Jozef (aka Josef) Zalewski in December of 1969. 

Unfortunately, not much information could be found about Mr. Zalewski. From his last 
name, it is probable that he was of Polish descent; many Polish immigrants moved to 
Dorchester after World War II and especially leading up to the Polish Solidarity movement of the 
1980s. Pleasant Street is not too far from the “Polish Triangle” of Dorchester, which extends 
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from Andrew Square and down both Boston Street and Dorchester Avenue. Jozef owned 45 
Pleasant Street for ten years before selling it in 1979. For at least two of the last years he 
owned it, he had moved to Quincy with his new bride, Helena; in 1977, they purchased 15 
Farrell Street in Quincy together. However, by 1986, Helena and Jozef had divorced and Helena 
moved back to Haverhill where she had lived before marrying Jozef. Helena died in 2011, and 
Jozef was not mentioned in her obituary; it is unclear where he moved to after he left Quincy. In 
1979, Jozef sold 45 Pleasant Street to George and Lois 
Goldstein.  

George and Lois Goldstein only owned 45 Pleasant 
Street for four years, and it is likely that they never lived there 
themselves. George (right), originally from Hartford, 
Connecticut, was a healthcare administrator and had 
graduated from Harvard with honors in 1947. For nearly 20 
years, from 1956 to 1980, he was the executive director of 
the Medical Foundation of Bellaire in Bellaire, Ohio, which 
was a coalfield clinic. He was very involved in the healthcare 
needs of coal miners as well as in organizing health 
maintenance organizations (HMOs); he organized one of the 
first HMOs in the country. In 1982, he moved to Pennsylvania 
to become the head of the Miners Clinics, Inc., which 
provided healthcare to members of the United Mine Workers 
of America. He also lectured on health care reform at the 
University of Pennsylvania until his death in 1996. 
Unfortunately, due to privacy concerns, resident lists from the 
1980s are not yet available, so it is unclear who actually lived 
at 45 Pleasant Street while it was owned by the Goldsteins. 
In 1983, while living in Shadyside, Ohio, George and Lois 
sold the property to David E. Rosenberg and Patricia A. 
Bodnar. 

David Edward Rosenberg and Patricia Ann Bodnar were 
newly engaged when they purchased and moved to 45 
Pleasant Street in 1983. Like the previous owner before 
him, David had graduated from Harvard in 1975. David had 
grown up in Dayton, Ohio where his father, Leo Rosenberg, 
was a doctor and his mother, Jane Rosenberg, was a 
school teacher. When her engagement was announced, 
Patricia was living in 
Ossining, New York; 
nothing could be 

discovered about her younger years. David also went to 
graduate school at Harvard, receiving his Masters in 
Public Administration in 1986. After graduating, he 
worked for the Massachusetts Office of Refugees and 
Immigrants for five years before starting his own 

5 



consulting firm, New American Strategies, which focused on immigrant and refugee services. 
Patricia received her bachelor’s degree from Boston College and a master’s degree from MIT. 
While in Boston, she was a radio anchor at WBUR and the Christian Science Monitor; she also 
taught courses in radio broadcasting at Emerson College. In 1995, David and Patricia welcomed 
a daughter, Emily, and by the end of the year, they had moved to Washington, D.C., where 
David began working for the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service. They must have held 
onto their Dorchester property for a few years though, because they did not sell 45 Pleasant 
Street until 2002; their deed listed their address as Falls Church, Virginia. In April of 2002, they 
sold the property to Fulltide, LLC which was a limited liability corporation created by their 
lawyer’s office for the purpose of selling the property. Fulltide, LLC sold the property to its 
current owner, Elizabeth Drinan, in June of 2002, and in August of 2002, Fulltide, LLC was 
dissolved.  
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Title search:  
 

 
 
 
Attachments:  

1. [Plan of Pleasant and Stoughton Streets], H.T. Whitman and Channing Howard, May, 
1899, Suffolk County Registry of Deeds book 2613, page 443 

2. City of Boston, Application for Permit to Build, 45 Pleasant Street, 1911 
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Year Book/
Page 

 

2002 
June 

28838
/221 

Fulltide, LLC to Elizabeth J. Drinan 

2002 
April 

28356
/111 

David E. Rosenberg and Patricia A. Bodnar to Fulltide, LLC 

1983 
April 

10327
/121 

George S. Goldstein and Lois R. Goldstein to David E. Rosenberg and 
Patricia A. Bodnar 

1979 
August 

9244/
2 

Josef (aka Jozef) Zalewski to George S. Goldstein and Lois R. Goldstein 

1969 
December 

8334/
343 

Paul L. Moritz and Mildred P. Moritz to Jozef Zalewski 

1958 
May 

7313/
223 

Carolyn W. Murphy (executor of will of Daniel Joseph Leary) to Paul L. 
Moritz and Mildred P. Moritz  
(probate #393912) 

1943 
February 

6025/
179 

Anna F. Leary to Anna F. Leary and Daniel J. Leary  

  Estate of Mary E. Callahan to Anna F. Leary 
(probate #250854) 

1911 
March 

3528/
457 

Esther H. Baker, Rogers L. Barstow, and Charles M. Baker (Trustees of 
the Baker Farm Associates) to Mary E. Callahan 
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