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The House 

The house at 24 Richview Street was built in 1892; the application for a building permit 
was made in December of 1891 and the building inspector, Hartford Davenport, signed off on its 
completion on May 23, 1892. The inspector’s report [attachment 1] indicates that the house was 
designed by well-known Boston architect, Edwin J. Lewis, Jr., and built by James Pope. James 
Pope built many other houses in the Cedar Grove/Lower Mills area and he made his own home 
at 1084 Adams Street (which he also built). 

The architect, Edwin J. Lewis, Jr. (photograph below), made his own home at 597 
Adams Street in Dorchester; he was practically a neighbor of the first owner of 24 Richview 
Street, J. Frank Howland. Lewis had graduated from M.I.T. in 1881 and began working for the 

Questions to be answered: 

● What is known about the original owner?
● Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her?
● Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about

them?
● What is the architectural style of the house?



renowned Boston architectural firm, Peabody and Stearns, the same 
firm that designed the Dorchester Heights Monument and the Boston 
Custom House Tower. However, by the time 24 Richview Street was 
built in 1892, he had gone out on his own and was practicing out of his 
own office at 9 Park Street in Boston. Although Lewis is credited with 
the design of over forty churches in the United States, he also designed 
a number of residential properties in Dorchester. Most of his designs 
had a very identifiable style: Shingle Style; 24 Richview Street is no 
exception. 

The Shingle Style was a popular architectural design in the late 
19th century. Developed in New England, the Shingle Style is distinct 

but does show signs of influence from other styles, especially the Queen Anne style with its 
asymmetrical facades, porches, and wooden shingles, all elements that can be seen on 24 
Richview Street. The sloping roof juxtaposed with the gable dormer of 24 Richview Street were 
purposefully contrasting elements that added to the complexity of the design. Because of their 
complex design elements, Shingle Style homes usually cost more to construct and therefore 
were not typically built for the average homeowner.  
 
 
The Residents 
 

The original owner of the land where 24 Richview Street was built was a man named J. 
[Joseph] Frank Howland. He owned a large area of land that includes all of present-day 
Richview Street. In fact, the area became known as “Howland Hill” in the later 1890s and early 
1900s. In 1892, when 24 Richview Street was built, Richview Street was not a circular street as 
it is now; the south side of Richview Street was called “Englewood Street” [attachment 2]. The 
neighborhood was still being developed and there was a substantial amount of open land, 
presumably with a very rural feel to it, even though Dorchester 
had already been annexed by a bustling Boston in 1870. 

Joseph Frank Howland, who went by J. Frank, was 
originally from New Bedford, Massachusetts. When he was a 
teenager, he moved with his family to California for his father’s 
business. After only a year, he moved back to Boston and 
began working at the Walter Baker Chocolate Factory in 
Dorchester’s Lower Mills. As the story goes, Howland was 
such a good worker that he caught the attention of the owner 
and manager of the company, Henry L. Pierce. Pierce was so 
impressed with Howland that over the years he made Howland 
his “confidential clerk” and often gave him the responsibility of 
running the company while he was abroad. When the Walter 
Baker Company was reorganized as a corporation in 1895, 
Howland became the president and manager of the company. 
Howland kept the job until 1903, when his ill health forced him 
into retirement.  
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Although J. Frank owned “Howland Hill,” he never lived there. In fact, 24 Richview Street 
would not be owner-occupied for the first 25 years of its existence. Howland lived in a large 
mansion at 690 Adams Street, where the Adams Street Branch of the Boston Public Library is 
located today. As an interesting aside, the Howland Estate was later broken up into smaller lots 
with new houses, and one of those houses became the family home of Mayor John B. Hynes. In 
1950, when the library trustees were searching for a location for a new branch, this was the 
reason that particular location was chosen. 

The first tenants of 24 Richview Street were the Barnes 
family. Although only men of voting age appeared in the tax 
records at the time, it is assumed that Charles and his 
whole family lived in the house: his wife, Celia, and children 
Clarence, Mary, Marion, and Edwin. Originally from Rhode 
Island, Charles H. Barnes was a Boston merchant. He was 
frequently found in the advertisement sections of the 
newspapers selling fine furniture, but what made him 
unique was that he was one of the first merchants to offer 
payment plans to his customers. However, Charles did not 
stay in Boston much longer after moving to 24 Richview 
Street; by 1895 he and his family were living in Los 
Angeles.  
The house was listed as vacant in the 1894 tax records, but 
by 1895, it was occupied again, this time by the Miller 
family: George W. Miller, his wife Ellen, and six daughters: 
Isabella, Emma, Mary, Alice, Lizzie, and Bertha. George 
was listed as living at 24 Richview Street in the 1895 tax 
record; it indicates that he had moved from Port Allerton (in 

Hull, MA) and his occupation was listed as “cordage,” which most likely means he worked in the 
shipbuilding industry (cordage are cords or ropes, often referring to the rigging on a ship). The 
Millers stayed at Richview Street until at least 1899. In 1900, another tenant, William H. Henay 
moved in, but only for a year. Henay was a relatively well-known fresco painter; he decorated 
the interiors of many churches across the country. In 
1902, the longest-term tenants moved in—the Bowker 
family.  

Walter H. Bowker (and presumably his two 
young children, Marion (9) and Harold (3)), moved to 
Richview Street from the Port Norfolk neighborhood in 
late 1900. Walter’s life does not appear to have been 
easy before his move; his 5 year-old-son died of 
appendicitis in 1898, and 6 months later, his wife, 
Etta, died at only 34 years old from kidney disease. 
The newly widowed, 34-year-old Bowker was listed as 
a “wood engraver.” By 1902, Walter had married 
again, to Ella F. Leavitt, who also lived in Dorchester. In the 1910 census, Walter, Ella, and his 
children Marion and Harold were listed at 24 Richview Street; they also had a 23-year-old 
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servant living with them, Louise Beck. Walter was listed as a “photo-engraver,” but by 1915, the 
city directories started listing his occupation as “president and manager” of John Andrew & Son, 
a Boston engraving company. The Bowkers stayed at 24 Richview Street until at least 1917, 
during which time their daughter, Marion, would meet and marry the boy next door (technically 
the boy across the street, at 5 Richview). In June 1915, Marion married Charles F. Archer, 
whose father owned a drug store in Pierce Square in Dorchester; the Bowkers hosted the 
reception at 24 Richview Street. The Bowkers left Dorchester a few years later and perhaps 
they were forced to move because the Howland Estate was stuck in probate; J. Frank Howland 
had died in 1914 and his wife, Helen, in 1915. The devisees of the Howland estate had started 
to sell off the various Howland properties in Dorchester, and in 1917, William B. Brooks, another 
Richview Street resident and the administrator of the J. Frank Howland Estate, sold 24 Richview 
Street to Charles H. Gosse.  

In June of 1917, Charles H. Gosse purchased the property at 24 Richview Street. Gosse 
was an investment buyer; he might have been referred to as a “developer” in today’s language. 
He owned the property for only a year, and it is probable that during this time there was some 
work done on the house because by July of 1918, Gosse had sold the house and stated that the 
house had recently had “modern improvements” (although building permits do not exist to 
confirm this).  

Francis M. Shea purchased 24 Richview Street in July 1918, and he and his wife, Alice 
(Hall), and their six children moved in right away; Francis listed 24 Richview Street as his 
residence on his World War I draft card in September 1918. Francis was a manager at an 
express (shipping) company and Alice was a housewife, their children were: Francis (1909), 
Paul (1911), Marion (1913), twins Lawrence and Gertrude (1916), and William (1918) . By 1921, 
the Shea family was complete with the addition of another child, a daughter named Alice. The 
Sheas raised their children at 24 Richview Street and stayed there throughout the 1920s and 
1930s. However, it appears as though the family came upon hard times during the Great 
Depression and in 1934, Francis defaulted on his mortgage. The property came under the 
ownership of the Trimount Co-operative Bank until they sold it to Peter (Vincent) and Mary 
Breen in November of 1936.  

Major Peter Vincent Breen, who went by Vincent, and his 
wife, Mary (Rotch), purchased 24 Richview in 1936 and moved 
there with their seven children. Major Breen had served on the 
Mexican border in 1916 during the Mexican Revolution and then 
served in Europe during World War I as a captain in the 101st 
Infantry. He was made a major in the Organized Reserves 
(today’s U.S. Army Reserve) in 1925. In 1927, Mechanic Arts 
High School (formerly on Belvidere Street in the Back Bay) was 
the last boys high school in Boston to begin military drill, and 
Major Vincent Breen was hired to take charge of that drill. By 
1938, when he moved to 24 Richview Street, he was a Junior 

Master in Military Drill for the Department of Physical Education in the Boston Public Schools; 
Mary was a housewife. The Breens stayed at 24 Richview Street for over 30 years. Vincent died 
in 1967, but Mary stayed until she sold the house to Raymond and Bernadette “Peachie” 
Fitzgerald.  
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Raymond “Ray” and Bernadette “Peachie” (Doherty) 
Fitzgerald moved to 24 Richview Street in 1975 with their four sons: 
David, Steph, Peter, and Brian. Ray and Peachie had married in 
1964; their wedding announcement appeared in the Boston Globe 
with Peachie’s photo (right). Before moving to Richview Street, they 
had been living on Bowman Street in the Neponset section of 
Dorchester. Ray owned a bar in Jamaica Plain called the “Jamaica 
Pub,” which he had bought from the previous owners in 1968. He 
owned the pub with another man, Peter Petro (see liquor license 
record card below). The last city directory for Boston that is available 
online is from 1981, and in that directory, Ray still owned the bar. 
However, Ray’s obituary stated that he was a member of the “DC35 
Local #391,” which is an affiliate of the Painters and Allied Trades 
Union, and perhaps indicates he may have made a career change 
later in life. Ray and Peachie stayed at 24 Richview Street until Ray’s death in 2005. In 2013, 
Peachie sold the house to its current owners, her son and daughter-in-law, Stephen and 
Therese Fitzgerald.  
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Title search:  
 

 
Plans: 

- 1887: 3285/160 
- 1892: 3932/316 

 
Attachments:  

1. City of Boston, Building Inspector’s Report, 1892, volume 45, page 103 
2. “Plan of House Lots in Dorchester, near Cedar Grove Station owned by J. Frank 

Howland” 
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Year Book/
Page 

 

2013 
November 

52421
/56 

Bernadette A. Fitzgerald to Stephen and Therese Fitzgerald 
 

1975 
November 

8832/
505 

Mary Breen to Raymond H. Fitzgerald, Jr. and Bernadette A. Fitzgerald 

1936 
November 

5630/
175 

Trimount Co-Operative Bank to Peter V. and Mary Breen 
 

1934 
July 

5468/
186 

Francis M. Shea to Trimount Co-Operative Bank 
FORECLOSURE DEED 

1918 
July 

4091/
510 

Charles H. Gosse to Francis M. Shea 

1917 
June 

4044/
221 

William B. Brooks (administrator of will of Joseph Francis Howland) to 
Charles H. Gosse 
(Probate: 1914 #166192) 

1886 
March 

1713/
570 

Pierce Trustees et al to J. Frank Howland 
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Attachment #2 - Suffolk Registry of Deeds, 3285/160




