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Questions asked: 
• What is known about the original owner?
• Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her?
• Who was the builder?
• Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?

The land on which 30 Carruth Street was built was owned for 
many years by Nathan Carruth, who had amassed a large tract 
that extended from Carruth Street almost to Adams Street 
between what are now Elmer Road and Fairfax Street, as 
shown on the 1874 insurance map. Carruth (1808-1881) had 
become financially successful selling pharmaceuticals and later 
became a strong advocate for the railroads, for both commerce 
and passenger service. He became president of the Old Colony 
Railroad in 1844 and was instrumental in extending the line to 
Ashmont, which would be a major factor in the residential 
development of the large landholdings in the area, including 
his own. 
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After Carruth’s death in 1881, a plan of his estate 
was made by Luther Briggs, Surveyors on July 
26, 1883, presumably to define its division among 
his heirs: his two daughters, Ellen and Emma, 
who were unmarried, and his son, Herbert Schaw 
Carruth. As part of the division of property, on 
July 24, 1993, Sarah Ann Carruth, widow, and 
Ellen and Emma Carruth, both “single-women,” 
deeded the parcel bounded on the west by Carruth 
Street and on the north by Beaumont Street to 
Herbert Carruth. On August 16, 1883, a plan was 
filed by L. Briggs and Co., Surveyors, creating 
house lots and a new street, Fairfax Street, within 
that parcel. (Below) Lots 9 & 10 would become 
30 Carruth Street.  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As the 1884 atlas shows, there was some building activity on 
that block in the next year or so, but it was not until May of 
1887 that Herbert Carruth deeded Lots 9 &10 to Charles H. 
Collins and Frank D Fairbanks, “copartners under the firm 
name of Collins and Fairbanks, a certain parcel of land…
containing twelve thousand nine hundred and ninety five 
(12,995) square feet of land, more or less, and being the 
greater part of lots numbered nine (9) and ten (10) on a plan 
drawn by L. Briggs….” In another transaction in December 
1897, Charles Collins sold his undivided half-share of the 
property to Frank Fairbanks.  

The firm of Collins and Fairbanks made hats, caps, and other 
items of apparel and had a shop at 381 Washington Street in downtown 
Boston. They were particularly known for their top hats. (Example from 
the collection of Historic New England) What prompted the two men to 
purchase this parcel of land can only be guessed at. However, the fact 
that Fairbanks lived two houses away, at 1 Fairfax Street, in an 
exceptional house designed by English architect Whitney Lewis, and 
Collins also lived in Dorchester, at 15 Tremlett Street, likely 
had something to do with their decision. It was particularly in 
Fairbanks’ interest to assure that any house erected on that  
prominent corner would match or exceed the quality of the 
surrounding houses. 

Over the next seven-plus years, all of the lots in the 1883 
Briggs plan were developed, with the exception of Lots 9 & 
10. (1894 insurance map, right) Then, in May 1895, Fairbanks 
sold the property to Margaret E. McCanna (Boston Globe 23 
May 1895)   

As a reflection of Fairbanks’ concerns, the deed for this transaction included stipulations 
intended to assure the quality of whatever was built on the lot. The deed stated, “The premises 
are hereby conveyed subject to the following restrictions to remain in force twenty years from 
the date hereof unless earlier released or modified by me, to wit, only one house and no other 
buildings shall be erected or placed on said lot which, if a single family house shall cost not less 
than fifty-five hundred dollars, or if a two family house shall cost not less that seventy-five 
hundred dollars. No part of any house on said lot shall be placed within thirty feet from either of 
said streets….”  
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 Six months later, in November 1895, Margaret McCanna sold the property, still vacant, to 
Arthur J. Conner. The deed included the stipulations that had been stated in the previous deed, 
and it was still Frank O. Fairbanks who had the authority to release or modify them.  

Arthur Connor wasted no time in filing a building permit to erect a single-family house on the 
property; the permit was granted on December 11, 1895. While the permit itself could not be 
found, the Building Inspector’s Report documenting completion of the work was located in the 
City Archives and includes the same information as the permit application. As may be seen, the 
architect was Joseph Greene, and the builder was W. J. Hatch. The setback from the street was 30 
feet as required, and elsewhere in the document the cost of the building was $10,000, well above 
the required minimum of $5,500. The report also states that the building was completed on 
July 17, 1896. The full report may be found starting on page 15. 

The First Owners: Arthur and Mary Conner (1896-1905) 
Arthur J. Conner was born in Boston in 1868 and he graduated from MIT in 1888; his degree 
wasn’t indicated in the news story, but it seems likely that it was in chemistry. He was listed in a 
succession of Boston business directories, starting in 
1890, under Medicines, as Arthur J. Conner & Co., 
with offices in downtown Boston. In 1898, he not 
only purchased a building on Commercial Street to expand 
his business (Boston Globe 2 Nov 1898), but his directory 
ad that year mentioned not only “medicines” but “hair 
works.”  
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As documented in the City of Boston’s 
marriage certificate and reported (in 
advance!) in the Roxbury and South End 
Advertiser (27 Jan 1894), Arthur Conner and 
Mary Bacon Freeman were married on 
January 31, 1894. Arthur was 25, and Mary 
was 21. They started married life in the 
neighborhood, in a house at Beale and 
Bushnell streets, and celebrated their first 
anniversary the following year with a large 
gathering of friends. (Boston Globe 1 Feb 1895) They 
had an active social life, with Mary engaged in 
philanthropic activities in support of the South End 
Day Nursery on Dover Street, and, based on Ellis 
Island passenger lists, they sailed to Europe at least 
twice, in 1900 and 1903.  

How long the Conners lived at 30 Carruth Street is 
unclear. While business directories continued to list 
Arthur with his downtown office and his 30 Carruth 
Street address until 1906, in the 1900 census Arthur 
and Mary lived in Exeter, New Hampshire, along with 
Mary’s mother and three servants, one of whom was 
listed as farm laborer. Arthur’s occupation was chemistry. 
Perhaps the Exeter property was initially a summer residence. 
At some point Arthur and Mary divorced, and Arthur remarried 
in 1906; in the 1910 census he lived in Exeter with his new 
wife, Ethel Maud, a one-year-old son, and three servants (one a 
farm laborer), and his occupation was farmer-home farm. 
Arthur spent the rest of his life in New Hampshire, and 
sometime between 1930 and 1940, based on the census, he 
married for the third time. He died on 1947, as reported in the 
Nashua Telegraph, 2 Sept 1947. 

In October 1905, Arthur Jewett Conner of Exeter, New 
Hampshire, deeded 30 Carruth Street to Abbie O. Jaques, wife 
of Fred P. Jaques. The deed retained the stipulations of the 
previous two deeds, and separately there was a mortgage given 
to Conner in the amount of $8,000. 
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The Architect 
According to his obituary in 
the American Institute of 
Architects Quarterly dated 
January 1911, Joseph Tilton 
Greene was born in 1865 in 
East Boston, but his family 
moved to Lower Mills when he 
was very young. While 
Douglas Shand Tucci in his 
Ashmont book refers to Greene 
as a “Milton architect,” 
perhaps because he designed a number of house in the town, in fact he was listed along with his 
parents and various servants at 1107 Washington Street in Lower Mills in every US Census from 
1870 through 1910, and he died there in 1911. (The 
house is still standing, at the intersection of Washington, 
Richmond, and Morton streets). As noted in his AIA 
obituary, he attended the Stoughton School, now 
converted to housing, on River Street (Boston Traveler 
28 June 1879).  

No information could be found regarding Greene's 
education as an architect, but a series of Boston directory listings gives a sense of his direction: 
in 1883, at age 21, he was a student (possibly at MIT, which began its architecture program in 
1862); between 1889 and 1892 he was a draughtsman at an office at 6 Beacon Street; and from 
1894 on he was listed as an architect at several downtown Boston addresses, presumably because 
he had started his own practice. His election as an Associate AIA member suggests that he was 
not a Registered Architect who had completed a full course of study and licensing. Regardless of 
how and where he learned his art and craft, there is no question as to his talent in the design of 30 
Carruth Street in the Colonial Revival or Georgian style in which he excelled.  
 
The Builder 
W. J. (Wilbur Jotham) Hatch was a local builder who had 
his home and business at 75 Minot Street in Neponset for 
many years. Born in Marshfield in 1859, he still lived in 
that town with his family in 1880 when he listed his 
occupation as carpenter. He married Olive R. Powell in 
1885, again listing his occupation as carpenter. He 
appeared under Carpenters and Builders in subsequent  
Boston directories and also advertised regularly in the 
Dorchester Beacon newspaper. In the 1910 census, he, his wife, a son, age 11, and a daughter, 
age 15, were listed, still at 75 Minot, and his occupation was Builder-Own shop. 
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Subsequent Owners: Fred and Abbie Jaques/Robert and Jessie Swan (1905-1941) 
Frederick Phillips Jaques and Abby (also Abbie) O. Severance were married in 1849 in Lowell, 
Massachusetts. Abby, age 19, was born in Lowell in 1850; Fred, age 22, was born in Tewksbury 
in 1848; on the marriage certificate he gave his occupation as butcher.  

In the 1880 census, Fred, now 33, Abby, 30, their daughter Jessie, 10, plus two Irish servants and 
nine boarders, including three married couples, lived in a townhouse on Pembroke Street in the 
South End. Frederick’s occupation was provision dealer at 691 Tremont Street. (The occupations 
of some of the boarders are a reflection of their time: restaurant keeper, dealer in butter, cheese & 
eggs, bookkeeper-wholesale ale bottling, clerk-dry goods, traveling salesman-fancy goods and 
trimmings, and dressmaker.)  Fred was working for his brother, George, who according to the 
1855 census was several years older, and who was listed in Boston directories in the 1870s and 
‘80s selling provisions at 691 Tremont Street. Fred evidently decided to go out on his own. From 
the application to the Boston Landmarks Commission for the landmarking of O’Brien’s Market:  

The surge in in residential development in the 
1880s must have presented an attractive 
opportunity to offer household provisions to the 
area’s growing and affluent population. By 1884 
there were several dozen homes in the immediate 
vicinity, and both Carruth’s Hill and Welles Hill 
were primed for further development. Thus it was 
that in 1884 Messrs. Messrs. Frederick P. Jacques 
and George E. Griffin decided to open a grocery 
and produce market at the corner of Dorchester 
Avenue and Ashmont Street in what was then 
called Ashmont Square.  

The two proprietors of what was initially called the Ashmont Market engaged the architect W. 
Whitney Lewis to design a building to accommodate their provisions business and also to 
provide two four-room residential suites for the proprietors on the upper floors. Jaques later 
moved to 30 Carruth Street. (George O’Brien started out as a clerk in the store in 1895, later 
succeeding to the ownership of the business; hence the current and long-standing name of the 
building.)  

The partnership with George Griffin lasted only 
ten years before being dissolved, giving Fred full 
responsibility for the running of the market, 
which may or not have been something he 
welcomed.(Boston Globe 10 June 1898) The 
Griffins continued to live in one of the apartments  
at least through 1910, which suggests that George 
stayed on as an employee.
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The responsibilities of running the Ashmont Market 
didn’t prevent Fred from participating in the busy 
Dorchester real estate world of the time, as suggested 
by a few transactions documented in the press. (Right, 
Boston Globe 1 March 1892) He had purchased 
property on Ashmont Street near the corner of Florida 
Street for which he requested an occupancy permit for 
stabling horses (Boston Globe 13 June 1894, below, 
top) and later sold the property (Boston Globe 2 Mar 
1907, below, bottom), which is now the location of the 
Ashmont Apartments. 

He was also involved in the founding of the Ashmont 
Universalist Church, which planned to build a new 
building on Ashmont Street adjacent to the Ashmont 
Market; the plans to build failed to materialize. (1898 
atlas, below) 

And like many civic-minded men of the Ashmont area (the women were relegated to doing good 
works and planning parties), he was an active participant in the Ashmont Improvement Club, 
which tackled issues that may sound familiar to the residents of today. Was the telegraph pole 
ever removed, or it is the one that still is not an ornament to the square?  (Boston Globe 13 June  
1898)
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It appears that the Jaqueses lived at 175 Ashmont Street 
(the address for the two apartments above the store) for 
about ten years, then in 1894 they purchased land 
nearby on Ashmont Street, and 147 Ashmont Street was 
built for their occupancy. Jessie Gertrude Jaques and 
Robert Hinckley Swan were married at 147 Ashmont. 
(Boston Globe 8 June 1899)  The 1900 census lists both 
couples at 147 Ashmont Street, along with a Swedish 
maid, but also in 1900 the house was sold. (Boston 
Globe 27 July 1900) It’s not clear where they lived 
between 1900 and 1905; one year the directory had 
them in the upscale Peabody Apartments on Ashmont 
Street, which had been completed a few years earlier. 
By now they were important members of the Ashmont 
community and would remain so for several decades. 

Once the Jaques and Swan families settled in at 30 
Carruth Street, the house stayed in the family for 35 years. The 1910 census listed Fred, now 62, 
Abbie, 59, Robert and Jessie (Jaques) Swan, both 39, their son Frederick, age 9, and one servant 
who was from Ireland. Fred was still in Retail-groceries & provisions; Robert was a bookkeeper-
chocolate and cocoa, presumably at the Baker Chocolate Co. In the 1920 census, all the family 
were listed but Fred has no occupation and a nurse 
is part of the household. The Boston Herald (30 Sep 
1925) briefly noted Fred’s passing. 

Life went on at 30 Carruth, with Abbie, Robert and 
Jessie, and Frederick all in residence; Frederick advanced 
from being a student to being a clerk, according to directory 
listings. He performed in at least one musical show, and 
Peabody Square needed repaving after being torn up during 
the construction of Ashmont Station. (Boston Globe, 22 May  
1928)   

The 1930 census listed Robert, Jessie, and Frederick Swan, 
and Abbie Jaques (mother-in-law); Robert was still at the 
chocolate factory as an accountant, while Frederick was 
proprietor-inn; where could not be determined. Abbie died in 
1930, at the age of 80; she and Fred were both buried in the 
Tewksbury Cemetery. Robert died in 1934. (Boston Globe 23 
June 1934)   
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In May 1941, Jessie Swan deeded 30 Carruth Street to William and Anna Amsie. Fred Swan 
married Josephine Morse in 1943. Jessie lived another 11 years; she was buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery in Portland, Maine, which is also where her son and daughter-in-law were later buried, 
suggesting that she resided with them sometime after 30 Carruth Street was sold. 

The Amsies (1941-1948) 
While they do not appear in any census lists before 1940, William and Anna Amsie are in the 
Boston resident lists in 1930 at 25 South Monroe Terrace, in city directories from 1931 to 1941 
at 24 South Monroe Terrace, then at 30 Carruth from 1942 to 1948. William was born in 
Massachusetts in 1895; Anna was born in 1902, also in Massachusetts. They had two children, 
Eleanor (born 1930) and Arthur (born 1928). In the 1940 census, Anna’s mother was also part of 
the household; she had been born in 1874 in Lithuania. William’s occupation in all his listings 
was either insurance or real estate. 

Based on newspaper articles of the time, William was 
active in the South Boston Lithuanian Citizens’ 
Association, suggesting that his parents were from 
Lithuania like his mother-in-law. (South Boston Gazette, 
15 May 1942) He was also active in the Suffolk County 
Republican Club. Ads from the time he lived at 30 Carruth 
Street give an idea of his real estate activities…and 
vacations.   

 

Boston Globe 22 April 1945
Boston Globe 14 Sept 1947
Boston Globe 17 Nov 1946
Fort Lauderdale News, 10 Feb 1944
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This ad appeared in 
the Boston Globe, 
December 7, 1947.

This ad was in the Boston 
Post, October 12, 1948. On 
September 22 of that year, the 
Amsies had sold 30 Carruth 
Street to Phillippe and Mary 
Bonnet, who evidently gave 
the sellers some time, and a 
deadline, to vacate the house. 

Where the Amsies moved to could not be 
definitively determined. The Boston Globe’s 
coverage of Eleanor Amsie’s wedding provides a 
suggestion. (Boston Globe 26 Aug 1949) Another 
article, about the engagement, said the Amsies 
lived in Boston and Buzzards Bay.
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The Bonnets (1948-1974)
Phillippe M. Bonnet was born in Marseilles, France, in 1905. In 1930, he lived with his widowed 
mother, Isabelle, on Warren Avenue in the South End; the family had immigrated to the United 
States in 1919. Isabelle’s occupation was dressmaker in a dress factory; Phillippe had no 
occupation listed. However, city directories listed him as an electrician in the 1920s and early 
‘30s, and as an electrical engineer after that. 

In 1940, mother and son lived on Berkeley Street in the South End and, mysteriously, his 
occupation of electrical engineer on the census form was crossed out and “(illegible) worker” 
was written above. Phillippe continued to be listed on Berkeley Street through 1947, and Mary 
was not listed with him, so it is likely that they were married in 1948, the same year they 
purchased 30 Carruth. 

For all the time they lived at 30 Carruth Street, there was 
very little information about them to be found. The New 
England Conservatory Yearbook of 1940 documents that 
Mary Marion Greene received a diploma, and also that she 
was from Mansfield, Massachusetts. Boston resident lists 
when she lived on Carruth Street indicated that she was a 
teacher; city directories more specifically placed her as a 
piano teacher at the Boston Community Music Center in the 
South End. 

The Bonnets sold 30 Carruth Street to Edmund J. Sullivan, 
Jr., in February 1974. Phillippe’s obituary in the Boston 
Globe, March 13, 1977, provides details about his work and 
interests. It also led to the discovery that in August of 1974 
the Bonnets moved around the corner to 17 Beaumont 
Street. Did Phillippe’s lengthy illness, referred to in the 
obituary, make a smaller house 
desirable? Mary sold 17 Beaumont 
in 1982, by which time she had 
married someone with the last 
name of Meyer.
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Subsequent Owners
Between 1974, when the Bonnets sold 30 Carruth to Edmund J. Sullivan, Jr., and the present day, 
30 Carruth changed hands six times, being held for periods ranging from less than three years to 
about eleven years. The current owners purchased the house in 2004. (See ownership history, 
next page.)
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30 Carruth Ownership History

Date Book.Page Grantor Grantee

Sep 26, 2007 42523.56 Edward K and Ellen C. Frechette Ellen C. Frechette

Jan 16, 2004 33645.63 John F. Perkins Edward K and Ellen C. Frechette

Jun 27, 1996 20675.192 Arthur W. and Deborah H. Steller John F. Perkins 3rd and Lisa H. Perkins

Sep 3, 1993 18483.320 Gary R. Anderson and Cornelia 
Boyle

Arthur W. and Deborah H. Steller

Nov 12, 1982 10122.124 Emanuel H. Berk Gary R. Anderson and Cornelia Boyle

Dec 1, 1977 9012.141 Edmund J. Sullivan, Jr. Emanuel H. Berk

Feb 4, 1974 8688.402 Phillippe H. Bonnet and Mary M. 
Bonnet

Edmund J. Sullivan, Jr.

Sept 22, 1948 6463.216 William A. Amsie and Anna C. 
Amsie

Phillippe H. Bonnet and Mary M. Bonnet

May 20, 1941 5919.139 Jessie J. Swan (Abbie Jaques 
having died)

William A. Amsie and Anna C. Amsie

Jul 27, 1926 4820.586 Elbridge S. Fernald Abbie O. Jaques widow, and Jessie J. 
Swan, wife of Robert H. Swan

July 27,1926 4820.585 Abbie O. Jaques Elbridge S. Fernald

Oct 21, 1905 3079.609 Arthur Jewett Connor of Exeter, 
NH

Abbie O. Jaques, wife of Fred P Jaques

Nov. 5, 1895 2318.342 Margaret E. McCanna Arthur Jewett Conner

May 17, 1895 2278.435 Frank D. Fairbanks Margaret E. McCanna

Sept or Dec. 16, 
1887  

1803.318 Charles H. Collins Frank D. Fairbanks

May 11, 1887 1772.267 Herbert S. Carruth Charles H. Collins and Frank D. 
Fairbanks, copartners Collins & 
Fairbanks

Aug 16, 1883 1608.234 Plan of Carruth/Beaumont 
Parcel

 L. Briggs & Co, Surveyors

Jul 26, 1883 1606.139 Plan of the Nathan Carruth 
Estate

L. Briggs & Co, Surveyors (3 parcels)

Jul 24, 1883 1606.139 Sarah Ann Carruth Herbert S. Carruth (Carruth/Beaumont 
parcel

Jul 27, 1883 1606.137 Herbert Schaw Carruth Ellen & Emma (two certain parcels of 
land)

Jul 8, 1882 1566.412 Sarah Ann Carruth Ellen Carruth et al (sorting out….)
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