
1 
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Questions Asked: 

• What is known about the original owner?

• Was the house part of a larger real estate development at the time it was built?

• Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?

• What alterations (structural or cosmetic) have been made to the house since it was built?

The house at 90 Grampian Way was built on land purchased by Frank W. Weston from Angelina 

R. B. Robinson in 1877. In 1845, the Worthington and Robinson families had Charles Whitney, 

Surveyor, draw up a plan to subdivide their land and create house lots over much of Savin Hill. 

[Attachment 1]   

The first detailed map that we have for Dorchester is the 1874 Bromley atlas. On the georeferenced 

map on the following page, the modern street map is overlaid with the 1874 atlas. The blue dot 

represents the location of 90 Grampian Way. By 1874, many streets shown on the Whitney plan 

had assumed the names we know them by today, for example, Atlantic Avenue had been renamed 

Savin Hill Avenue and the section that had been Glenway was included in Grampian Way. 

However, only a handful of houses had been built, especially on the northern side of the hill. Lots 



2 

 

had been sold, however, and, in 1874, lots 111 and 112 on the Whitney plan, which encompass the 

land that 90 Grampian Way occupies today, were owned by the Robinson family. 

 

 

 

Frank William Weston was an architect. Born in 1843 in 

England, he immigrated to the United States in 1866 and about 

1870, formed a partnership with George Dutton Rand. The 

firm Weston & Rand was responsible for a number of 

important buildings. Perhaps the best-known was the 

Kirkbride Building at 

Worcester State Hospital, with 

its iconic clock tower. The 

building was severely damaged 

by fire in the 1990s. The firm 

also designed the Hotel Agassiz 

at 191 Commonwealth Avenue 

in Boston’s Back Bay, among many other achievements. When 

Frank Weston purchased the land in Savin Hill, he designed and 

built a home for himself and his wife, Elizabeth (Wallen) Weston, 

whom he married in Portland, Maine, the previous year. The firm 

of Westin & Rand was dissolved in 1876, after which both partners 

went into private practice. 
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In 1878, through his business partner, George Rand, Frank Weston transferred the title to the 

property to Elizabeth. The reason for the transfer is not clear. What is known is that there are a 

number of Collector’s Notices for unpaid taxes issued on lots 111 and 112. One, in 1878, was 

issued to Angelina Robinson; however, by that time, the property belonged to the Westins and tax 

assessments were their responsibility. On January 4, 1879, the Suffolk County Sheriff announced 

a sale of lots 111 and 112 in a judgment entered against Frank Weston in October of 1877. In 

February of 1879, Elizabeth mortgaged the property to Mary D. Gibbons, which apparently saved 

the property from seizure, but on April 16, 1880, the Boston Globe printed a “Mortgagee’s Sale” 

notice, due to default on the mortgage’s terms of payment. The mortgage was discharged on May 

19, 1880, and the property was saved again from foreclosure. A collector’s notice was filed again 

in 1897. Clearly, the family was in financial difficulty, despite Frank Weston’s apparent success 

as an architect. 

 

While we cannot know the exact reasons for this problem, there is a possible explanation. In 

addition to his career as an architect, Frank W. Westin developed a passion for cycling. In April 

of 1877, he sailed for England, apparently to visit 

his mother. While in England, he became a 

member of London’s Pickwick Cycling Club, a 

membership he later maintained. In 1877, he 

started a business, in partnership with three other 

men, to import bicycles to the United States. 

Months later, he withdrew from the management 

of the business to begin publishing the American 

Bicycling Journal. The masthead from the first 

issue on December 22, 1877, is shown at left.  

 

On February 12, 1878, together with Charles E. Pratt and twelve other like-minded gentlemen, 

Frank W. Weston founded the Boston Bicycle Club. He organized races, one-hundred-mile runs, 

and other events. He served as Vice President of the League of American Wheelmen and President 

of the Pioneers of the League of American Wheelmen. He is widely regarded to have been the 

“Father of Cycling in America.” He was so well-known and well-loved in bicycling circles that he 

was referred to as “Papa.” 

 

While the cycling world continues to pay homage to Frank W. Westin to this day, his passion for 

cycling may not have done much to pay the 

mortgage. Elizabeth Weston died in 1899, and 

Frank Weston declared bankruptcy in 1901. In 

1902, the property was sold at auction for the price 

of the unpaid taxes and associated fees. Frederick Stark paid $182.50 for 27,697 square feet of 

land and a house. A year later, he sold the property to his brother, James H. Stark, who then had a 

new plan drawn up by Henry Wilson, Surveyor, to divide the parcel into four house lots. 

[Attachment 2] The house at 90 Grampian Road occupies 4,153 square feet, which is most of lot 

three and part of lot four. 
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On May 26, 1907, builder John D. Mackay requested a building permit to erect a dwelling house 

at 90 Grampian Way. On the permit, the architect is listed as Edgar Page and the owner of the 

property is listed as Frederick Stark. The permit was granted on June 3, 1907 and the building 

inspector indicated that the house was completed on January 25, 1908. 

 

Edgar Clarence Page was born in Marlborough, Massachusetts, in 1871, 

and by 1900, the family had moved to Greenwich Park, in Boston’s South 

End. In 1901, Edgar married Julia Moss, and by 1910, the couple was 

living at 47 Larchmont Street in Dorchester. On the 1910 census, his 

occupation is listed as 

draughtsman. He built a 

number of buildings in 

Dorchester, and seems to 

have worked on a number of projects with John D. MacKay, as the notice at right would indicate. 

By 1930, Edgar Page had moved to Newton, where he died in 1941. 

 

John D. MacKay (sometimes spelled Mackey) was born in 1854 in Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. His 

occupation is listed on the 1900 and 1910 censuses as “builder.” On the 1920 census and on several 

city directories in the 1920s, he is listed as a carpenter. In 1889, he married Fanny Brymer. The 

couple had six children, one of whom, Annie, died in September of 1907, from tonsillitis, at the 

age of ten. This would have been the very time when John MacKay was working on the house at 

90 Grampian Way. 

 

The question of whether 90 Grampian Way was part of a larger development depends somewhat 

on perspective. Certainly, it was part of the overall development of Savin Hill as we know it today. 

It was also one of four lots laid out for James and Frederick Stark, but no evidence was found to 

indicate that the houses built at 92 and 96 Grampian Way were built contemporaneously with 90 

Grampian Way. James and Frederick Stark made their living through buying, selling and 

developing real estate, but the house at 90 Grampian Way seems to stand on its own merits. 

 

The first owner occupants of 90 Grampian Way were Edgar B. and Augusta I. Guyer, who 

purchased the house on November 1, 1910. Edgar Burr Guyer was born in Boston in 1869 and 

married Augusta Isabel (Belle) Chickering in 1891. Edgar’s occupation is a bit perplexing, as it 

appears to have included both “carpenter” and “hatter” – two trades that have no common thread 

but which are both supported by a number of documents. On the one hand, he is a hatter on the 

1900 census, on the 1912 tax record for 90 Grampian Way, and on his Masonic membership card. 

On the other, he is listed as a carpenter on the 1910 census, the 1920 census (where he has his own 

business), the 1930 census, and the 1940 census. He also appears in a number of Boston Globe 

notices for property sales, bought for improvement (i.e., building). Perhaps hatting was a part-time 

occupation?  
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Belle Chickering Guyer was a Member of the John Adams chapter of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution and hosted chapter meetings and related social gatherings at her home at 90 

Grampian Way, as the October 24, 

1912 clipping at right, from the 

Boston Globe, illustrates. She was 

selected to travel to Washington in 

1915 to represent the chapter at the Continental Congress of the D.A.R. and was elected Vice-

Regent in 1916. 

 

The Guyers sold 90 Grampian Way to Blanche S. Davis, wife of Henry W. Davis, in 1919, 

although they continued to live in Savin Hill. Henry and Blanche Davis would live in the house 

for twenty-two years and would pass it down to their daughter, who lived there with her husband 

for another twenty-seven.  

 

Henry Winter Davis was born in Massachusetts in 1871 and married Blanche Anna Smith around 

1899. They had one daughter, Elizabeth, born in 1900. On the 1910 census, the family is listing as 

renting just up the street, at 43 Grampian Way. In addition to Henry, Blanche and Elizabeth, then 

9, Blanche’s mother, Edna K. Smith, and her sister, Josephine Smith, were in residence. Henry 

was working as an inspector for the telephone company at the time. 

 

By 1920, they were in their new (mortgaged) home at 90 Grampian Way. Henry continued to be 

employed as an inspector at the phone company. While Josephine Smith was still living with them, 

Blanche’s mother was not listed. By 1930, only Henry, Blanche and Elizabeth were listed on the 

census but by 1940, the family had expanded to include Elizabeth’s husband, Gordon Munro and 

their daughter, Elizabeth, then four.  

 

Blanche Davis was an active member of the Dorchester Woman’s Club and in 1928, was serving 

as President, as this clipping from the Boston Globe on 

October 17, 1928, attests. She continued to serve in this 

capacity through 1929 and by 1931, was Federation 

Secretary. She was involved in numerous fund-raising 

and social events through the Dorchester Woman’s 

Club. 

Elizabeth Davis married Gordon Munro on June 27, 1931, at the 

first Parish Church on Meetinghouse Hill. Elizabeth, a graduate of 

Columbia University and a teacher, was working at the time of her 

marriage but by 1940, she appears to have been a full-time 

homemaker, which was customary at the time. While a death record 

was not found for Henry Davis, the 1941 Residents List, which 

shows only adults ages twenty and older, lists only Blanche, 

Elizabeth and Gordon Munro, so it appears that Henry David died 

in 1940 or 1941. 
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Gordon Munro was an independent naval architect for more than four decades. His obituary in the 

Boston Globe on October 28, 1967 indicates that the family 

continued to reside at 90 Grampian Way, giving the Davis-Munro 

family close to half a century in the house.   

 

Gordon Munro filed and received a number of patents during the 

1940s and 1950s for various ship building improvements. While 

his work at Lawley’s Boatyard during World War II is mentioned 

only briefly, the information below provides some insight into the 

importance of the contribution Lawley’s made to the war effort.  

 

“During World War II, the Neponset George Lawley and Son 

shipyard was instrumental in helping to design and build over 100 

Landing Craft Infantry (Large) ships. The Lawley shipyard was 

the primary design yard and their drawings were shared by 9 other 

U.S. shipyards all building LCI(L) for the war effort. Lawley's 

Neponset shipyard was also asked by the U.S. Navy to pioneer the 

design and development of Landing Craft Support ships.”1 

 

In 1968, Elizabeth Munro sold the house to Patrick J. and Rose E. 

McCarthy. It doesn’t appear that the McCarthys ever lived in the 

house, although they seem to have been long-time residents of 

Savin Hill. It appears that they bought the house for their daughter, 

Rosemary and her husband, David Gilmartin. They appear as 

residents as early as 1969 and owned the house until it was sold to 

the present owners in 2015. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Lawley_%26_Son 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Lawley_%26_Son
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Title Search 

 

         Grantee                           Grantor       Book      Page Date          Notes 

James J. O’Connell & Jill 

Roncarti 

David J. & Rosemary 

J. Gilmartin 

 

55262 

 

202 

 

10/30/2015 

 

4,153 sq. ft. 

 

David J. & Rosemary J. 

Gilmartin 

James P. McCarthy, 

Cons. Patrick J. 

McCarthy 

 

16734 

 

341 

 

3/5/1991 

 

Rose McCarthy died in 

1982 

 

Patrick J. & Rose E. 

McCarthy 

 

Elizabeth Davis 

Munroe aka Munro 

 

8234 

 

170 

 

9/26/1968 

Greater portion of Lot 3 

and part of lot 4 

Blanche Davis died in 

1946. 

Elizabeth Davis Munroe & 

Blanche S. Davis 

 

Blanche S. Davis 

 

5903 

 

319 

 

2/15/1941 

 

 

Blanche S. Davis 

Edgar B. & Augusta 

I. Guyer 

 

4156 

 

179 

 

8/1/1919 

Deed contains 

restrictions 

Edgar B. & Augusta I. 

Guyer 

 

James H. Stark 

 

3492 

 

614 

 

11/1/1910 

Part of lots #3 and #4 on 

Wilson Plan 

 

Plan by Henry W. Wilson 

 

3039 

 

54 

 

10/10/1904 

 

 

James H. Stark 

 

Frederick Stark 

 

2899 

 

295 

 

5/11/1903 

 

Both parcels below 

 

Frederick Stark 

Collector of Taxes 

RE of Frank W. 

Weston 

 

2802 

 

18 

 

1/22/1902 

19,053 sq. ft. of land; 

Stark paid $129.75 in 

unpaid taxes and fees 

 

Frederick Stark 

Collector of Taxes 

RE of Frank W. 

Weston 

 

2802 

 

20 

 

1/22/1902 

8,644 sq. ft. land + 

house for $52.75 of 

unpaid taxes & fees 

 

Elizabeth Weston et ux 

 

George D. Rand 

 

1424 

 

213 

 

6/29/1878 

 

Lot 112 

 

George D. Rand 

 

Frank W. Weston 

 

1424 

 

212 

 

6/29/1878 

 

Lot 112 

 

Elizabeth Weston et ux 

 

George D. Rand 

 

1419 

 

239 

 

5/16/1878 

 

Lot 111 

 

George D. Rand 

 

Frank W. Weston 

 

1419 

 

239 

 

5/16/1878 

 

Lot 111 

 

Frank W. Weston 

Angelina R.B. 

Robinson 

 

1388 

 

233 

 

9/10/1877 

 

Lots 111 & 112 

 

Plan for Savin Hill by Charles Whitney 

1092 

180 

End 

end 

11/1/1866 

8/15/1845 

Identical to plan of 1845 

Norfolk  
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Attachment 1 – Plan for Savin Hill by Charles Whitney – 1845 
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Attachment 2 – 1904 Wilson Plan 
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Attachment 3 – Building Permit 
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Attachment 2 continued 
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