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The House 

10 Rosedale Street’s history actually starts at 555 Washington Street. This was the original 
address of the house before it was moved in 1900. The lot where 10 Rosedale Street sits was 
originally only occupied by a stable [attachment 1 & 2] - the barn belonged to the owners of 555 
Washington Street. Although no permit could be located for the relocation of the house, the 1900 tax 
record [attachment 3] for 555 Washington Street has a note that indicates that as of October 24, 
1900, the house was moved from its original location at 555 Washington Street and moved around 
the corner to 10 Rosedale Street - to the same lot where the barn was located. 

Questions to be answered: 

● What is known about the original owner?
● Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her?
● Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?
● What alterations (structural or cosmetic) have been made to the house since it was built?



 
1899 1904 

The dwelling house was completed in 1898; it was designed by F. H. Stover and built by 
George S. Haddock (who built a number of houses in the neighborhood). The original building permit 
[attachment 4] lists George S. Haddock as the owner; it was common to see the owner and the 
builder as being one in the same. However, in this case, it may be a mistake on the building permit. 
From the title search, it appears that Charlotte S. Coffin already owned the land where the house 
was built. 

F.H. [Frederick Henry] 
Stover was an architect and builder 
who was born in West Appleton, 
Maine. Although census records 
show that he did not stay in 
Boston for very long, 
newspaper advertisements 
indicate that he was building 
homes here between 1893 
and 1895. 

Perhaps the reason Stover did not stay in Boston very long was because of a scandal he was 
involved in. Stover was a member and eventual 
treasurer of the Gallaudet Society for Deaf Mutes. 
Stover had been born deaf and had attended the 
American Asylum, now the American School for the 
Deaf, the oldest school for the deaf in the United 
States. In May of 1894, Stover was arrested on 
charges of embezzling $67.15 from the Gallaudet 
Society. Although he was found not guilty, by the 
time the 1900 census was taken, he had moved to 
New York, where he spent the rest of his life. 

1 



The Residents 
 
The first owner-occupants of the house at 10 Rosedale Street were the members of the 

Coffin family. Although Charlotte S. Coffin is listed as the owner of the property on all records, it 
appears as though she bought the house for her son, Dr. Arthur B. Coffin. As early as 1895, City 
directories list Dr. Coffin’s residence as 555 Washington Street (which would become 10 Rosedale 
Street); the Coffin family would live there for nearly 50 years. Dr. Coffin lived at 10 Rosedale Street 
with his wife, Angie (Wheeler), and their five children: Helen, Charlotte, George, Frederick, and 
Mary; baby Mary would not survive infancy. Dr. Coffin was originally from Edgartown, Martha’s 
Vineyard, MA, where his family was part of a long line of merchants and whalers. His father, Jared 
W. Coffin, had died in 1885 and left his wife, Arthur’s mother Charlotte (McLellan), a substantial 
inheritance. From title searches, it looks like Charlotte used that money to invest in various 
properties in Dorchester, including the property at 10 Rosedale Street as well as on Lonsdale Street 
and Welles Avenue. Dr. Coffin attended Yale University (1880) and then Columbia University (then 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons New York) for medical school. For most of his career, he 
worked as a medical inspector. He worked as a “Medical Inspector of Schools” for the City of Boston 
and was also an insurance inspector for the Provident Life and Trust Company. Dr. Coffin’s wife, 
Angie, died in 1935 and a few years later, in 1941, he sold the property in Dorchester and returned 
to Martha’s Vineyard. 

In December 1941, Dr. Coffin sold 10 Rosedale Street to Lawrence and Madeline (Morand) 
Savage. Lawrence, originally from Somerville, MA, was a mail handler at the nearby South Postal 
Annex and Madeline was a housewife. They had four teenage children from Lawrence’s first 
marriage: Ann, Mary, Patricia, and Peter; their youngest daughter, Louise, was ten years old. 
However, according to City building records, it appears that Lawrence and Madeline were also 
running some type of boarding house for infant children. In 1944, they applied to the Health Division 
for approval to change the occupancy of the home to a “1 family dwelling and boarding home for 
eight infants.” Lawrence and Madeline stayed at 10 Rosedale Street for almost 15 years before 
moving to the warmer climate of Florida. In 1955, they sold the property to their daughter, who was 
now Ann Cleary.  

Ann and her husband, John Cleary, had married in 1948. Ann was a registered nurse; she 
had graduated from the Somerville School of Nursing in 1946 and had served as a lieutenant Army 
cadet nurse at Camp Edwards during World War II. John was a graduate of Boston Latin School and 
Boston University and had also served in the Army during World War II, when he was awarded the 
Purple Heart for his service. After the war, he became a teacher. However, they did not stay for too 
long; less than five years later, they sold the property to Harold and Pauline Young. 

Harold Young and his wife, Pauline (Chaperon), bought 10 Rosedale Street in 1959. Harold 
was originally from Bismark, North Dakota, and Pauline was born in Vermont, although her family 
moved to Boston when she was young. Harold and Pauline had a growing family; by 1968, they had 
15 children. Unfortunately, one of their sons, Douglas A. Young, was killed in action during the 
Vietnam War. Harold worked as a project manager for a development corporation; he would 
eventually retire from the State Street Corporation but for many years was employed by the 
Development Corporation of America. Over his career, he oversaw the development of many 
projects in Boston and around Massachusetts, including the Symphony Towers in Boston, the 
Mariner Hill Apartments in Marshfield, and several Metropolitan District Commission skating rinks. 
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The Young family left Boston the same year that Douglas died; in 1968, they moved to Stoughton 
and sold 10 Rosedale Street to James and Syliva Thompson.  

James and Sylvia (Gamble) did not live at 10 Rosedale Street for very long, and not much 
documentary evidence could be found about their lives. City directories list James as a truck driver 
and Sylvia as a medical technician. In 1971, only two years into their ownership of the home, the 
property was foreclosed upon. At that point, the house was bought by the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD). In 1972, George C. Romney, acting as the Secretary of HUD, sold 
the property to Julia Owens. 

Julia Owens bought 10 Rosedale Street in March of 1972 and in 1974, she added her 
husband, William H. Washington, Jr., to the deed. Not much could be found about Julia, but William 
appeared to have been a well-known addiction counselor in Boston. When he died in 1997, the 
Boston Globe obituary noted that he was affiliated with the Harvard Medical School of Behavioral 
Medicine, was a chemical dependency counselor at University of Massachusetts, and worked as an 
addiction counselor at Long Island and Faulkner Hospital. He and Julia divorced in 1987, but 
William’s obituary stated that he had many foster children, similar to the Savage family nearly 40 
years before. According to building records, Julia had added an extension to the house (see below) 
to accommodate 16 children, three of whom were in wheelchairs. She indicated that these children 
included her own children, adopted children, and grandchildren. Julia owned the house until 1992, 
when it was foreclosed upon again. Collie and Ernestine Johnson bought the house almost a year 
later, in July of 1993. Collie and Ernestine would own 10 Rosedale Street for a little over a decade 
before the property was foreclosed upon once again in 2007. The current owner bought the house in 
June of 2008. 

 
Alterations to the House 

 
Although no historic photographs of the house were discovered, from building records it can 

be assumed that the current house looks much different than it originally did in 1898. The first 
significant change occurred in 1946, when Lawrence Savage applied for a permit to construct a 
second-floor porch and fire escape at the rear of the house. At the same time, he also applied for a 
permit to take down the old barn at the back of the property. In 1964, Harold Young added aluminum 
siding to the house. Julia Washington probably made the most significant changes. In May of 1989, 
Julia applied for a permit to add an extension to the house, as well as to extend a room in the back 
of the house. A few months later, in August of 1989, she also applied for a permit to legalize an 
above-ground pool (indicating she may have already added the pool before it was approved). Both of 
these permits were originally denied as they violated the Boston zoning code. However, the Board of 
Appeals granted her a variance for the extension and the pool. If the building records are correct, the 
final inspection was not performed until 1999.  
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Title search:  
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Year Book/
Page 

 

October 
2013 

52216
/73 

Richard A. Kellaway to Richard A. Kellaway Nominee Trust 

June  
2008 

43767
/53 

U.S. Bank National Association to Richard Kellaway 

October 
2007 

42783
/98 

U.S. Bank National Association from Ernestine Privott (aka Ernestine 
Johnson) and Collie B. Johnson 
**FORECLOSURE DEED** 

November 
1998 

23141
/81 

Collie B. Johnson and Ernestine Privott (aka Ernestine Johnson) to Collie 
B. Johnson and Ernestine Johnson (as husband and wife) 

May  
1993 

18264
/308 

Foster Mortgage Corporation to Collie B. Johnson and Ernestine Privott 

July  
1992 

17636
/214 

Foster Mortgage Corporation from Julia Washington 
**FORECLOSURE DEED** 

April  
1986 

12408
/295 

William H. Washington to Julia A. Washington 

May  
1974 

8706/
737 

Julia Owens to William H. Washington 

March 
1972 

8523/
326 

George Romney (acting as Secretary of Housing and Urban Development) 
to Julia Owens 

August 
1971 

8467/
170 

Home Savings Bank to Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 

July  
1971 

8464/
513 

Home Savings Bank from James D. Thompson and Sylvia G. Thompson 
**FORECLOSURE DEED** 

October 
1968 

8235/
144 

Harold E. Young and Pauline L. Young to James D. Thompson and Sylvia 
G. Thompson 

April  
1959 

7389/
264 

John F. Cleary and Ann S. Cleary to Harold E. Young and Pauline L. 
Young 

June  
1955 

7061/
541 

Lawrence E. Savage and Madeline M. Savage to John F. Cleary and Ann 
S. Cleary 

December 
1941 

5960/
356 

Arthur B. Coffin to Lawrence E. Savage 



  
  

1 Restriction: “That, for a period of twenty (20) years from January 1, 1894, no building or any projection 
therefrom shall be placed or erected on said lot thirty (30) within twenty (20) feet of the westerly line of said 
Washington Street as shown on said plan and no building or any projection therefrom shall be placed or 
erected on said lot twenty eight (28) within ten (10) feet of the southerly line of said Rosedale Avenue as 
shown on said plan; and that no building shall be erected on either of said lots, except private dwellings for one 
family; and that no building shall be erected upon said lot thirty (30) at a cost of less than fifty five (5500) 
dollars; and on lot twenty eight (28) at a cost of less than forty five hundred (4500) dollars; but it is agreed that 
the grantee may erect a private stable on on said lot twenty eight (28) at a distance of not less than sixty (60) 
feet from said southerly line of said Rosedale Avenue. 
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1918  Will of Charlotte S. Coffin (Dukes County probate record: D2/#1014) 

October 
1894 

2230/
139 

Roxbury Real Estate Association to Charlotte S. Coffin1 

December 
1892 

2103/
124 

Hubert J. McLaughlin to Roxbury Real Estate Association 
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