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• What is known about the original owner?

• Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her?

• Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?

• What alterations (structural or cosmetic) have been made to the house since it was built?

The land where 76 Mayfield Street is located was once part of the 

twelve-acre country estate that belonged to Captain Ezra H. Baker. Born 

in 1811, he began his seafaring life with his father at the age of ten, and 

at the age of sixteen was put in charge of a schooner and sent to the coast 

of Maine to buy a cargo of lumber. He followed the sea, buying and 

selling his own cargoes, until 1838, when he moved to Boston and 

entered into partnership with Alpheus Hardy, of Chatham, under the firm 

name of Hardy & Baker. Charles J. Morrill, of Boston, became, in 1845, 

a member of the firm, which was then known as Hardy, Baker & Morrill. 

In 1848 Mr. Hardy withdrew from the concern, which was thereafter 

known as Baker & Morrill. 
Captain Ezra Howes Baker
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Under its several names this firm was actively engaged in many branches of foreign and domestic 

shipping trade, and was a considerable owner of ships. In the early days of its existence, it did a 

very large corn business, and later, entered into trade with the East Indies, China, South America, 

San Francisco, and Mediterranean ports. As the shipping business gradually declined, the firm 

disposed of its vessels and became interested in several of the pioneer western railroads, notably 

the Union Pacific, of which Mr. Baker was always an earnest supporter, and of which he was a 

director at the time of his death, in 1876.1  

 

His Dorchester home was not his principal 

residence. That home was at 413 Broadway in 

South Boston, as reported in his obituary in the 

Boston Globe on January 29, 1876. We can 

safely say that the Baker family was in 

possession of significant wealth, even prior to 

the sale of the Dorchester farm land.  

 

In 1890, the surviving Baker heirs set up a Trust, 

called the Baker Farm Associates, the purpose of 

which was to develop or sell the Baker farm land 

in Dorchester. The powers of the Trust were 

broadly defined and described at length. This 

line from the establishing deed provides a 

succinct summation of its intent “Said 

Trustees…shall hold and manage said property with a view to disposing of it for house lots or 

otherwise converting it into money…”  

 

The 1874 atlas at left shows the land belonging 

to Ezra Baker as it 

looked before his 

death. On the map at 

right, the blue dot is 

the exact location of 

the house at 76 

Mayfield Street, with 

the 1874 atlas superimposed over the current assessors’ map. 

 

With the annexation of Dorchester by the city of Boston in 1870, real 

estate activity soared. Subdivision of the large estates began in the years 

leading up to the annexation but some landowners held on to their land. 

When that happened, it was common to see heirs begin to subdivide and 

sell off the land, as soon as they got control of it. 

 
1 History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts, Simeon L. Deyo, Editor. 1890, Boston Public Library; Internet 

Archive. 
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In 1892, the Baker Farm Associates engaged H.T. Whitman to create a plan for the sub-division 

of the property. [Attachment 1] The plan that Whitman developed laid out twenty-eight house. 

Mayfield Street had been built previously, between Dorchester Avenue and Pleasant Street and 

Whitman’s plan extended it to today’s Bakersfield Street. The majority of the lots that Whitman 

laid out were 2,000 and 2,400 square feet, with six slightly larger lots facing Pleasant Street at the 

eastern end. Clearly, these lots would not be large enough to support any of the houses that exist 

on Mayfield Street today. Closer examination of the plan provides information that explains this 

seeming anomaly. A passageway is marked along the northern and southern boundaries of the lots 

and runs between the Pleasant facing lots and the rest, on either side of Mayfield Street. From this 

we know that the intention was to build attached row houses, similar, perhaps, to the row houses 

on nearby Stoughton Street.  

 

Today, Mayfield Street contains seventeen house lots. The reason for this change isn’t known. 

Perhaps the Baker Farm Associates found it more profitable to sell larger lots for free-standing 

homes. Possibly, the Panic of 1893 made it risky to build out the entire street as one development. 

Whatever the cause, the result was a lovely but very different streetscape than was originally 

envisioned. 

 

In 1894, the Baker Farm Associates sold Lot 5 plus a 15-foot strip of land from Lot 6 to Charles 

A. Callahan (highlighted on the plan). On May 14, 1894, Callahan applied for a permit to build a 

single-family dwelling. The permit was granted on May 28, 1894, and the Building Inspector 

indicated that the house was complete on November 25, 1895. The architect and builder are both 

listed on the permit as Benjamin Rose, 32 Cedar Street, Mattapan. [Attachment 2] 

 

Benjamin Rose was born in 1858 in Fayal, Azores, Portugal and came to the United States between 

1872 and 1880 (records vary). On his naturalization petition, his occupation is listed as cabinet 

maker. On the 1900 and 1910 census, he is listed as a carpenter. It was not unusual at the time for 

a builder to also be listed as the architect, despite not having any architectural training. This is 

most certainly the case with Benjamin Rose. Builders often worked with designs from pattern 

books and modified them to create individualized homes. 

 

Finding information about the first owner, Charles A. Callahan, proved to be particularly 

challenging. The name was as common then as it might be today in Boston, and there were few 

clues. The deed provides only his name, the fact that he was unmarried, and that he was “of 

Boston.” That description fit several people in online genealogical records. Presuming that he was 

related to the second owner, Timothy F. Callahan, opened a second line of inquiry, as slightly more 

information was provided in the deed from Callahan to Callahan in 1901. That deed says that 

Timothy F. Callahan was “of Quincy,” and that Charles A. Callahan was also living in Quincy in 

1901. We also have a third deed, from Timothy F. Callahan to Annie J. Keefe in 1921 that tells us 

that Timothy Callahan was married, and that his wife’s name was Mary F. Callahan.  
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With this information and available genealogical records, it was possible to determine beyond 

reasonable doubt that Charles and Timothy were brothers, the sons of Carl and Margaret (O’Neil) 

Callahan. The parents were originally from Ireland and lived for some time in Danvers before 

moving to the Squantum section of Quincy. Born in 1860, Timothy Francis was the eldest of their 

children. A birth record was not located for Charles Augustus. His marriage record and World War 

I draft registration card provide a birth date of 1878, which seems highly unlikely, as he would 

have been sixteen when he bought the land on Mayfield Street. Another piece of evidence that 

makes this date questionable is found in the birth dates of his siblings, all of whom were born in 

two-year increments between 1860 and 1869. There would have had to have been a nine-year gap 

between the next oldest child and Charles, which is not impossible, but seems unlikely. The most 

compelling evidence to support the premise that these two men were brothers was found in their 

marriage records, both of which say that their parents were Carl Callahan and Margaret O’Neil. 

 

Charles did not remain in Massachusetts. He married Helen Lowry in 1916, in Lawrence, Ohio. 

By 1917, he had returned to New England and was 

living in Somerville. On his draft card, his 

occupation is listed as “Supt. Of Construction,” and 

his employer is listed as T.A. Scott Co. His place of 

employment is listed as New London, Connecticut. 

In the 1928 directory for Bridgeport, Connecticut, 

Charles is listed as “Superintendent, Merritt, 

Chapman & Scott.” Merritt-Chapman & Scott was a 

noted marine salvage and construction firm, with 

worldwide operations. On the 1930 census, his occupation is listed as field manager and the 

industry is listed as marine contractors. Charles Callahan died in Bridgeport in 1949.  

 

Timothy F. Callahan was born in Danvers, Massachusetts, in 1860. Real estate seems to have been 

an avocation for him, as his occupation is described on the census from 1900 through 1930, with 

various wording, as foreman, Moon Island Sewage/Drainage Facility. It appears that the real estate 

boom that occurred in Dorchester after the 1870 annexation and extended at least through the 

1890s, inspired many enterprising men and women to try their luck at what might have seemed 

like the road to an easy fortune. It doesn’t sound all that different from what we are experiencing 

today. 

 

In the entire twenty-seven years that they owned the house at 76 Mayfield Street, neither Callahan 

brother ever lived in it. Instead, the house was rented. According to the Boston tax records, the 

first tenant was a clerk named Maximilian Fischer, born about 1872. He stayed in the house for 

several years. Nothing further could be found about Maximilian Fischer. Maximilian may have 

had a family but only the male head of household is listed in the tax records during this period. 

 

By 1905, the tax records list Thomas J. Boles, born about 1865. On the 1910 census, Thomas, a 

liquor salesman, his wife, Hannah, and their four children, ages four through nineteen, were living 

in the house. By 1914, the house is listed in the tax records as vacant, and it remains so through 
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1916. In 1917, the tax records provide a glimpse into the house’s future. In that year, Garrett H. 

Keefe, 64, paperhanger, and his son, Garrett Keefe, Jr., 26, sales, are listed as residents of 76 

Mayfield Street. The Keefe family would rent the house until 1921, when Garrett H. Keefe and his 

wife, Anna (Good) Keefe purchased it from Timothy Callahan.  

 

Garrett Henry Keefe was born in 

Lowell, Massachusetts in 1854. 

Nothing was found about Garrett’s 

early life. Anna Jane Good was born in 

Roxbury in 1855. Anna’s father was a 

carpenter, and by 1870, the family had 

moved to Dorchester. Anna, age 14, 

was working in a cordage factory, 

along with her 16-year-old sister. Of 

John and Eliza Good’s six children, 

only the two youngest, ages 9 and 12, 

were still in school. It seems as though 

it was “all hands on deck” to support 

this large family. 

 

In 1881, Garrett and Anna were married in Boston. The couple had four children – Ellen Frances 

Keefe, born in 1881, who was known as Helen, Elizabeth Lillian, born in 1885, Annie Louise 

(known as Louise), born in 1887, and Garrett Francis, born in 1889.  

 

In 1888, Garrett and Anna Keefe bought a house at 63 Palmer Street in Roxbury, where they lived 

until moving to 76 Mayfield Street in 1917. Of the four children, two married. Louise married 

Raymond O. Elcock in 1916 but, sadly, was widowed in 1932. Garrett married Helen V. 

McLaughlin in 1946. Neither Louise nor Garrett had children.  

 

In 1920, the three unmarried adult children were living at 76 Mayfield Street with their parents. 

On the 1920 census, Garrett is reported to be the proprietor of his own business, both Helen and 

Elizabeth are listed as teachers, and Garrett Jr. is listed as a salesman. One note is that on his birth 

record, the name recorded is Garrett Francis Keefe, yet census and other records refer to him as 

Garrett H. Keefe, Jr. On his World War II draft registration card, he entered his name as Garrett 

Henry Keefe. 

 

Garrett H. Keefe, Sr. died in 1936, and Anna followed in 1937. The house was left to the four 

children. In 1938, Garrett, Louise and Elizabeth, for “nominal consideration,” sold the house to 

Helen. The 1930s were not kind to the Keefe family. In 1939, Helen died, and the remaining heirs 

passed the title to the house to Elizabeth. On the 1930 census, Louise is listed as living in Great 

Barrington, but after her husband’s death, she returned to Boston. Boston Resident Lists indicate 

that Louise and Elizabeth lived at 76 Mayfield Street through the 1950s. In 1959, Garrett and his 

wife, Helen V. Keefe, are also listed as residents.  



6 

 

Like many Boston families, the Keefe siblings had a summer home on the Cape, in Harwich Port. 

On July 15, 1960, while spending time at their summer home, Garrett H. Keefe, Jr. died. His 

obituary in the Boston Globe on July 18th was lengthy and 

descriptive. It is interesting to note that in the caption, he is referred 

to as “Joseph Keefe,” no doubt a nickname. The many variations 

on Garrett’s name presented a challenge when searching through 

genealogical records. 

 

Following her husband’s death, Helen V. Keefe returned to 76 

Mayfield Street, where she lived with Elizabeth and Louise. On 

August 1, 1962, Elizabeth, then 77, died in Harwich Port. The 

house at 76 Mayfield Street continued to be the home of Louise 

Elcock and Helen Keefe 

until Louise died in 1977, 

when Helen, acting as the 

executor of Louise’s estate, 

sold the house to James and 

Margaret Canny. Helen V. 

Keefe died the following 

year. The Keefe family had 

occupied the house for sixty 

years. 

 

Building records do not indicate any alterations to the house. In 1933, Garrett Keefe had the roof 

reshingled, replacing the original wood roof shingles with asphalt. Other than that, records show 

only plumbing and electrical work. Of course, it is always possible that alterations were made to 

the house without obtaining a permit. 
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Title Search 

 

         Grantee                           Grantor       Book      Page Date          Notes 

 

Amy and Ivana Torres 

Matthew & Nicole 

Pritchard 

 

59803 

 

99 

 

6/28/2018 

Lot 5 plus a 15 ft. strip 

of Lot 6 

 

Matthew Pritchard 

 

Elzie A. Whittington 

 

49033 

 

204 

 

2/2/2012 

 

 

Elzie A. Whittington 

Edward & Barbara 

Rose Bernazzani 

 

25726 

 

346 

 

12/29/2000 

 

Edward & Barbara 

Rose Bernazzani 

Albert T. Ferguson 

Elizabeth A. McCauley 

 

24092 

 

226 

 

8/12/1999 

 

Albert T. Ferguson 

Elizabeth A. McCauley 

James F. & Margaret E. 

Canny 

 

15199 

 

138 

 

11/28/1988 

 

James F. & Margaret E. 

Canny 

Helen V. Keefe, Exec. 

Anna Louise Elcock 

 

8982 

 

59 

 

9/2/1977 

 

Elizabeth L. Keefe & 

Anna L. Elcock 

 

Elizabeth L. Keefe 

 

7028 

 

243 

 

1/24/1955 

 

 

Elizabeth L. Keefe 

 

Anna L. Elcock et al. 

 

5796 

 

76 

 

6/12/1939 

 

 

Helen F. Keefe 

 

Anna L. Elcock et al 

 

5713 

 

296 

 

2/14/1938 

Death of Helen F. Keefe 

4/14/1939 

 

Annie J. Keefe 

 

Timothy F. Callahan 

 

4269 

 

621 

 

1/25/1921 

Death of Annie J. Keefe 

10/21/1937 

 

Timothy F. Callahan 

 

Charles A. Callahan 

 

2767 

 

205 

 

7/15/1901 

 

 

Charles A. Callahan 

Esther H. Baker et al 

Trs. Baker Farm Asso. 

 

2197 

 

195 

 

5/10/1894 

Mayfield St. & psgwy. 

Lot 5 & part of Lot 6 

H.T. Whitman Plan of Building Lots owned by the 

Baker Farm Associates 

 

2141 

 

72 

 

5/6/1892 

 

 

Rogers L. Barstow, et al 

 

Helena M. Kent 

 

1973 

 

617 

 

12/22/1890 

 

Established the Trust 
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Attachment 1 – 1892 H.T. Whitman Plan 
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Attachment 2 – Building Permit 
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Attachment 2 (continued) 
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