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• What is known about the original owner?
• Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her?
• Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?
• Have there been any alterations?

Thomas Vinson owned a large parcel of land on the north side of Melville Avenue in the 19th

century.   The land for 21 Waldeck Street came out of this parcel.   

The property descended to Vinson’s heirs and was subdivided over a long period.  Only a few 
houses were built in the 1880s and a few more in the early 1890s.  Then more and more houses 
were built including the southern portion of Wellesley Park, and by 1910, the land was almost 
fully developed.   
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Detail from 1884 atlas, with the Vinson parcel in the center. 

In 1896 the land at the southern end of Waldeck Street on the east side was owned by George W. 
Russell and he commissioned a subdivision plan.  The lot for 21 Waldeck Street is lot number 
four with 6,672 square feet of land.  The land area is the same today. 
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Buildings appeared on the other lots in this plan by 1898, leaving lot 4 vacant.  The land was 
conveyed back to one of the Vinson heirs, then it was conveyed to another owner before being 
acquired by Harriet A. Gartland in September 1914.  On October 27th of that year, Harriet 
submitted an application to build a single-family house.  A copy of the application appears at the 
end of this report.   She listed her address as 8 Charles Street, and the 1910 US Census shows the 
family was living on Charles Street.  The architect was Franklin W. Tucker, whose business 
address was 607 City Hall Annex; and the builder was Walter J. Rogers at 1 Jessup Street, 
Dedham, Mass.   

Frank W. Tucker’s occupation was listed in the US Census for 1910 as draftsman at City Hall.  It 
is unlikely that he was a trained architect, but at this period it was not unusual for a builder or 
draftsman to have the experience to produce a set of plans.  Nothing has been found about the 
builder, Walter J. Rogers. 

The building permit application listed an estimated cost to build of $7,000 or $6,800 depending 
on the portion of the permit application we look at.  The entry for this property in the tax 
assessing records for 1915 has a description of “unfinished house” crossed out, so it would appear 
that the house was unfinished at the beginning of the year and completed during 1915.  This 
would be logical; it is unlikely that a house of this scale would have been started and completed 
in only two months. 

Harriet’s husband was an insurance broker, and Harriet was a housewife. The 1920 Census shows 
that they had four children, Louise, 15;  Joseph and Harriet, both 9; and Arthur, 5.  Harriet was 
active in local Catholic organizations and events.  She had graduated from Holy Redeemer High 
School in East Boston, and she married Joseph in 1903.  They lived in Dorchester after their 
marriage.  Joseph graduated from English High School, and he became active in the Elks, the 
Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Order of Foresters.  Harriet was a member of St. Peter’s 

Parish and participated in the Dorchester Catholic Guild. The 
children grew into adulthood while living in the house.  At the 
time Harriet died in 1934, her death notice mentioned that 
Louise was a school teacher in Somerville; Joseph A., Jr., was 
in a brokerage firm; Harriet A. was a school teacher in 
Watertown; Arthur J. was a junior at Harvard; and Frank was a 
student of theology.  Joseph, Sr., survived Harriet’s death, but 
the property was sold during his lifetime by the children under 
her will.  The family owned the property until 1946, when the 
children sold the property to John and Helen Jackowitz. 

John and Helen stayed only a year.  They sold to Faris S. 
Malouf.  Faris was the most well-known of the property 
owners.  He graduated from the Northeastern University 
School of Law and served as street commissioner for the City 
of Boston under Mayor Frederick W. Mansfield in the late 
1930s.  He went on to serve as an advisor in the organizational 
proceedings of the United Nations, and he worked with the 
State Department in matters relating to Arab nations.  He was 
active in the work on behalf of the Syrian-Lebanese Child 
Welfare Society. 

Faris Malouf 
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In 1948 the residents of the house were Faris and his wife, Hanny, and Faris’ sister Allia, 
daughter Maria and son Rasbeedy.  Faris died in 1958.  In 1974 Malvina Malouf, possibly a 
niece, sold the property to Melvin and Jacqueline White, who stayed four years.  They sold the 
property to the current owners. 

After the construction of the house, very few building permits appear in the online records at 
Inspectional Services. In 1979, there was an application to install an exterior chimney and wood-
burning stove.  Other permits over the years were for routine electrical and plumbing work.  
Surely, there must have been repairs to the slate roof at some point and other exterior wood 
repairs, but there is no indication that any structural work was done. 

The house was the subject of house tours in 2000, 2001, and 2002.  The Codman Square House 
Tour booklet from 2002 describes the exterior of the house:  

21 Waldeck Street is a clear representation of the Colonial Revival style, which derived 
from the Federal/Georgian architecture of the late 18th/early 19th century, with its 
symmetrical façade, Doric portico, and twin bow-front bays.  The soft rose clapboards 
and off-white-trim chosen by the owners are very much in keeping with the Colonial 
Revival’s paler tints, in contrast to the dark earthen colors of the earlier Queen Anne and 
Shingle styles. 

Adding to the symmetry of the house, the hip roof has a dormer on each of its four sides.  In 
addition, there are unusual ornamental elements on the peaks in the roof line, seeming to be 
dome-shaped copper caps.   

The full title history appears on the next page. 
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Title History 

August 1, 1900 Thomas M Vinson, 
Administrator under 
the will of Charlotte 
A. Vinson 

Margaret V. 
Hennessey 

2699.609 
land 

September 16, 1914 William F. Hennessey Harriet A. Gartland 3835.8 
land 

November 11, 1941 Joseph A. Gartland, 
husband of the late 
Harriet A. Gartland, 
and Frank E. Gartland 

Joseph A. Gartland, 
Jr., Arthur J. Gartland, 
Louise A. Gartland 
and Harriet A. 
Gartland 

5951.19 

June 25, 1946 Joseph A. Gartland, 
Jr. , Arthur J. 
Gartland, Louise A. 
Gartland and Harriet 
A. Gartland 

John Jackowitz and 
Helen Jackowitz 

6236.64 
Refers to estate of 
Harriet A. Gartland 

March 6, 1947 John Jackowitz and 
Helen Jackowitz 

Faris S. Malouf 6311.476 

August 21, 1974 Malvina S. Malouf Melvin D. White and 
Jacqueline P. White 

8809.283 
Refers to estate of 
Faris Malouf 

June 2, 1978 Melvin D. White and 
Jacqueline P. White 

Kenneth Blumberg 
and Sarah Weinstein 

9061.603 

Deed notes 

Hennessey to Gartland 1914 
Pt lot 4 plan 2368.115 

Hennessey to Gartland in 1914 restriction: only one family house shall be built on said land for 
the use of not more than one family 

Owners from atlases 

1910 no house, land owned by Margt V. Hennessey 
1918 Harriett A. Gartland  
1933 Harriett A. Gartland, 6672 sq ft 

Building permit applications 

October 27, 1914 application to build 
Owner: Harriet A Gartland, 8 Charles St 
Architect: Franklin W. Tucker, 607 City Hall Annex 
Mechanic: Walter J. Rogers, 1 Jessup Street, Dedham, Mass. 
One family; 38 feet wide; 37 1 6” deep 
Estimated cost to build $7,000, but on September 27th, estimated cost was $6,800 
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May 19, 1915  violation that wire lathing was omitted from basement ceiling over heater and 
smoke pipe, apparently now completed. 

November 1979 installation of insulated exterior chimney for wood-burning stove and installation 
of stove 

Source: Codman Square House Tour Booklet 2000 (walk-by description only) 

21 Waldeck Street represents a pure Colonial Revival type of about 1915.  Note the gentle curves 
of its façade, while the Tuscan porch columns are answered by the colossal pilasters that support 
the simple entablature.   

Source: Codman Square House Tour Booklet 2001  (walk-by description only) 

21 Waldeck Street represents a pure Colonial Revival type of about 1905.  Note the gentle curves 
of its symmetrical, double-bowfront façade, the Tuscan porch columns and the colossal pilasters 
that underpin the hipped and dormered slate roof. 

Source: Codman Square House Tour Booklet 2002 

Year Built: 1915 

Architect: F.W. Tucker 

Style: Colonial Revival 

The “youngest” house on the tour, 21 Waldeck Street is a clear representation of the Colonial 
Revival style, which derived from the Federal/Georgian architecture of the late 18th/early 19th

century, with its symmetrical façade, Doric portico, and twin bow-front bays.  The soft rose 
clapboards and off-white-trim chosen by the owners are very much in keeping with the Colonial 
Revival’s paler tints, in contrast to the dark earthen colors of the earlier Queen Anne and Shingle 
styles. 

Once through the front door, reminders of the Colonial and Federal periods recede.  A desire for 
simplicity dominated 20th century architecture, culminating in the doctrinaire Modernism which 
banished all ornament.  The quarter-sawn oak trim is very simple; doors have only two panels, 
and the staircase has plain square balusters.  The deeply embossed wallpaper, original to the 
house, has been repainted in a soft grey-green.  Pocket doors remained popular: no fewer than 
three pairs separate the library, hall, living room, and dining room.  Note the varied finished used 
for wood trim—white paint in the library, gumwood in the living room, and oak in the dining 
room.  The presence of a wood stove in the living room highlights a peculiarity of this house: it 
was built without any fireplaces.  The dining room retains its high oak dado; a wrought-iron 
electrolier completes the period ensemble to perfection. 

An intact serving pantry complete with copper sink leads to the renovated kitchen, where a 
second pantry and back entry were combined with the original kitchen to create a larger, more 
functional space with a view of the rear garden and the houses of Wellesley Park. 



7 

On the second floor, a spacious central hall leads to four bedrooms (one now a study), a sewing 
room, and a bath.  As a 20th-century house, 21 Waldeck Street had electric lights from the 
beginning; many original fixtures are still in place.  Third-floor rooms were not just for the 
servants.  Here, part of the top floor was devoted to a billiard room, with its own stair to a second-
floor bedroom.  This house illustrates the first stage in the evolution of middle-class living from 
the Victorian age to the present day. 

Thomas M. Vinson 

New England Farmer, March 13, 1852 

Thomas was appointed Major in US additional Army in 1813. 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Proceedings_Continued_as_Bulletin/fCEFAAAAQAAJ?
hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=colonel+thomas+m.+vinson+massachusetts&pg=PA24&printsec=frontcover

Boston Directory for 1848 
Thomas M. Vinson, weigher & gauger, 42 India Street, 42 India, h. at Dorchester. [He was 
weigher & gauger at the Custom House] 

Charlotte A. Vinson, d. November 14, 1899  

U.S. Census 

1920 
Joseph A. Gartland, 43, broker, insurance 
Harriet A. Gartland, 42 
Louise A. Gartland, 15 
Joseph A. Gartland, 9 
Harriet A. Gartland, 9 
Arthur Gartland, 5  

1930 
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Joseph A. Gartland, 54, broker, insurance 
Harriet A. Gartland, 53 
Louise A. Gartland, 26, teacher, school 
Joseph A. Gartland, 24, clerk, broker’s office 
Harriet A. Gartland, 19 
Frank E Gartland, 19 
Arthur Gartland, 15 

1940 
Joseph A. Gartland, 63, broker, insurance 
Louise Gartland, 36, teacher, public school 
Harriet A. Gartland, 29, teacher public school 
Arthur J. Gartland, 25, salesman, insurance 
Marie Keefe, 27, servant, houseworker 

Before moving to Waldeck, the Gartland family lived on Charles Street per the 1910 Census. The 
whole family was born in Massachusetts 

Tax assessing records 

1915 the description “unfinished house” has been crossed out, Harriet A. Gartland is the owner, 
value of the house $2,500 crossed out to become $6,000; value of the house and land is $8,000 

The Dorchester Beacon, May 7, 1932 

The Boston Globe, September 13, 1934 
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The Boston Globe, April 14, 1932 

The Boston Globe, September 11, 1934 

The Boston Globe, December 7, 1950 
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The Boston Globe, January 16, 1958 

Frederick W. Mansfield was mayor of Boston, 1934-1937 
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The Boston Globe, September 27, 1946 

Faris Saleem Malouf (1892-1958) was the subject of an unpublished biography written by 
Charles Malouf Samaha, titled A Voice in the Dark: Faris Saleem Malouf. Charles was an 
attorney in Satint Petersburg, Florida. 



12 



13
 




