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Questions Asked: 
• What is known about the original owner?
• Who was the builder?
• Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?
• What alterations (structural or cosmetic) have been made to the house since it was built?

In January 1893, Francis Packard of Stoughton deeded to Albert L. Jewell of Brookline some 
353,635 square feet of land that comprised Lot 7 on a plan made in May 1891 for the Walter 
Baker estate that lay north of Park Street. This was typical of the way in which large 
landholdings were being divided up and sold to developers, as the market for housing grew in the 
decades after Dorchester was annexed to Boston in 1870. 

Albert Jewell was active in the real estate market in Dorchester and other parts of Boston, selling 
house lots and houses and also taking mortgages from his buyers. In 1894, he had C. F. Baxter, 
C.E., draw up a plan for house lots that fronted on Park Street, on a new extension of Waldeck
Street (which already existed south of Park Street), and on the south side of Stratford Street, a
newly laid out street on his property. (Stratford Street was later renamed Larchmont Street.)
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The Original Owner 
In April 1895, Albert L. Jewell deeded to Lemert S. Cook “a certain parcel of land with the 
buildings thereon …being lot numbered S on a certain plan of land made by C.F.Baxter, 
Surveyor, dated October 22, 1894….”  Jewell took back a mortgage from Cook for $3,500. 

No building permit has been located for the house on lot S. However, Albert Jewell sold the lot 
to Cook “with the buildings thereon,” which suggests that Jewell had had a house built on the lot 
and it was part of the sale. It is possible that he had houses built on his lots to make them more 
attractive to prospective buyers who wanted a place live immediately. (A building inspector’s 
report for a house across the street from lot S, completed in December 1894, lists Jewell as the 
owner.)  The likely date of completion of Cook’s house is early 1895. The tax records for 1894 
do not list a building on the lot while the 1895 tax records do. The still-vacant lot can be seen on 
the 1894 insurance atlas (below, left) and the footprint of the house can be seen on the 1898 
insurance atlas (right). Note that the lot sizes were enlarged when they were sold. 
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Lemert Stephen Cook was born in Ohio in 1864. In 1880, his family moved to Lansing, 
Michigan, where his father was a real estate broker; he had the imposing name of Caius Marcus 
Coralenius Cook. Lemert worked with his father (CMC Cook & Son) from 1883 to 1887. In 
1892, Lemert married Nellie K. Evans, who was born in Massachusetts in 1866 but was 
evidently living in Wisconsin, where the wedding took place. The 1900 Census shows the family 
at 8 Stratford Street, including Lemert, Nellie, their son Russell (born 1896), Nellie’s sister 
Gertrude, and two servants. Lemert’s occupation was listed as Mining Agent. According to the 
Boston City directories, from 1898 to 1910, Lemert had an office at 85 Water Street, Room 33, 
and his occupation was “salesman.” 

Lemert’s professional life appears not to have gone 
smoothly. A Boston Globe article dated March 14, 
1900, reported that he was discharged after being 
charged with larceny. The Monarch Horse Nail 
Company was established in Bridgewater, MA in 
1898. What his position was there could not be found. 

At some point after 1900 the Cooks moved to Pittsburgh and sold the house (see below). The 
1907 Pittsburgh Business Directory listed Lemert as being in real estate. Although he had left 
Boston, Lemert’s next encounter with the law is worth noting. 

Lemert and another man were accused of causing the 
failure of a Pittsburgh bank by making false entries in the 
books. The saga of the accusations and the trial was carried 
by newspapers all over the country over the course of 
several years. A brief item in the Boston Record of July 10, 
1907, reported on the sentencing of the two men. Two 
years later, in the 
Washington, PA 
Reporter of July 
19, 1909, a news 
item said that his 
sentence had 
been commuted 
by President Taft. 

What happened to the Cook family during and after this experience could not be determined. 
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Subsequent Owners 
In August 1904, Nellie and Lemert Cook, who were then living in Pittsburgh, deeded the 
property to Anna E. Ham, wife of Guy A. Ham. The Ham family that was listed at 8 Larchmont 
Street in the 1910 Census included Guy and Anna plus four children (three daughters and a son), 
ages 5, 3, 2, and 7 months, plus one servant. Guy’s occupation was Attorney, General Practice. 
(The name was changed from Stratford to Larchmont in 1907 when the street was laid out and 
constructed “as a highway” under approval by the Boston Street Commission. Each abutting 
property owner was assessed an amount to pay for the improvement; the Hams’ assessment of 
$196 was the second highest.) 

Guy Andrews Ham was born in Boston in 1878. His wife, Anna Evans Ham, was born in Iowa in 
1882. He graduated from Boston Latin School and Dartmouth College, and was admitted to the 
bar after attending Harvard Law School. He was very active in local politics; he was a 
Republican. He served on the Governor’s Council and as a state representative, and was a US 
District Attorney. He ran for Lt. Governor of Massachusetts in 1915 and lost to Calvin Coolidge, 
at which point he retired from politics.  

The 1920 Census had the Ham family living on Canton Avenue in Milton. The family included 
Guy, Anna, and five children (three daughters, two sons), ages 13, 12, 11, 10 and 5, plus two 
servants. Guy’s occupation was Lawyer, Bank. A 1918 directory listed him as president of the 
Stoughton Trust Co. The New York Times obituary below, dated May 26, 1926, summarized his 
achievements. (The photo is from an earlier political poster.) In the 1930 Census, Anna, a widow, 
lived in Quincy with two of the children and her mother. She died in 1939. 

�4



The Hams had sold 8 Larchmont Street to Isabel Acores, wife of Manuel A. A. Acores, in June of 
1920. Manuel and Isabel were married in Boston in 1904. They lived on Clarkson Street from 
1905 to 1909, and later on Draper Street before moving to Larchmont Street. Per the 1920 
Census (they were still on Draper Street when the census taker arrived), the household included 
Manuel Acores, age 46, who was born in the Azores in 1886 and became a naturalized US citizen 
in 1897; Isabel, age 39, who was born in Massachusetts of parents who were both from the 
Azores; son Frederick, age 14; daughter Thelma; and Frank Caton, age 41, who was Isabel’s 
brother. Manuel’s occupation was Furrier; Frank’s was 
Barber. (In 1910 the family had lived on Topliff Street and 
consisted of Manuel, whose occupation then was Salesman/
Furniture…but it seems likely that was meant to say 
“Furrier”; Isabel; son Frederick, age 4; and a widowed 
mother-in-law: whose mother she was is unclear.) 

The Acores family lived at 8 Larchmont through two 
generations, for nearly 67 years, with Manuel in the fur 
business much of that time. His advertisement in the 
Cambridge Chronicle, October 13, 1917, suggests that he 
had set up his own shop as it includes “Formerly with J. B. 
Rice & Son” and says that he is located in “the old Dyer-
Rice Stand” at 34 Chauncy Street in Boston’s Leather 
District. 

The 1930 Census listed Manuel (age 57) as “furrier” in 
“retail furs,” Frederick (age 24) as “salesman, retail furs,” 
Isabel (age 49), housewife, and Thelma (age 14) 
presumably in school. The 1960 Residents list recorded that 
Manuel was retired, Isabel was a housewife, Frederick was 
a merchant (in furs perhaps?), and Thelma was a secretary. 

In the 1940 Census, the information had Manuel, now 67, as “furrier, fur shop;” Isabel, 59, with 
no occupation listed; Frederick, now 34, as “salesman, laundry;” and Thelma, now 24, as 
“secretary, iron and steel.” A sampling of residents lists in the 1950s shows that Manuel finally 
retired in 1953, at age 80, while Thelma continued to work as either clerk or secretary, and in 
1954 Frederick was no longer a salesman but had become a chauffeur. In 1960, the information 
was the same except that Frederick was once again a merchant. Manuel died in December 1962. 

In February 1963, Isabel Acores deeded the property to her children, neither of whom had ever 
married: Thelma M. Acores “a singlewoman” and Frederick D. Acores “a singleman.” Isabel 
moved to Milton at some point and died there in June of 1971. 

Frederick died in October 1986. His death certificate stated that his occupation was owner of a 
laundry; he was buried at Forest Hills Cemetery.  
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The following year, in September 1987, the last surviving family member, Thelma Acores, 
deeded the property to Stephen Falivene and Susan C. Abbott. Thelma moved to Canton and died 
in 2007 at the age of 92. 

In June 2015, Stephen Falivene and Susan C. Abbott deeded the property to the current owners. 

What alterations (structural or cosmetic) have been made to the house since it was built? 
A review of the ten building permits for 8 Larchmont Street in the City of Boston’s online files 
shows some routine work plus some that is more notable. 

• In 1916, the permit is to “Reshingle the entire roof with Penn Metal Shingles.” The existing 
roofing is wood. (Guy Ham) 

• In 1928, the permit is for a one-car garage to be built at the rear of the property (Isabel Acores) 
• In 1961, the permit is to “Cover shingle over with alum clapboard 4 walls with inside and 

outside corners.” (Isabel Acores) 
• In 2001, the permit is to “remove and rebuild the front porch to the existing size and location 

including 4 10-inch fiberglass columns.” (Susan Abbott) 

Who was the builder? 
Unfortunately, no primary documentation, such as architectural plans, a building permit, or a 
building inspector’s report of completion, could be found to conclusively identify either the 
architect or the builder.  

One tantalizing hint (and it is only a hint) is the building inspector’s report, found in the City of 
Boston’s archives, for the completion of the house that was built almost directly across the street 
on lot 27. The house can be seen on the 1894 atlas sheet on page 2, with the name Albert H. 
Cummings on it. (The lot number likely comes from another plan that Albert Jewell had made 
for his land on the north side of Stratford Street that also included Lindsay Street.)  

The building inspector’s report, which repeats the information on the building permit, lists Albert 
Jewell as the owner, A. Warren Gould as the architect, and Gould Bros. as the builder. Given the 
way Jewell appears to have done his real estate development—having houses built on his house 
lots himself to speed the sale—it seems reasonable to think that he would have engaged A. 
Warren Gould and Gould Bros. to build houses on the south side of Stratford Street. But 
unfortunately we can only speculate, we can’t know that for sure. 

Augustus Warren Gould was born in 1871/2 in Canada; his father was a general contractor, 
lumberman, and farmer. Gould came to Boston in his teens. He studied architecture privately 
under professors at MIT, and worked with his older brothers, who had a contracting and building 
business. He described himself as a builder and an architect in his 1892 naturalization papers. He 
went out on his own as an architect in 1894, at age 22, designing a number of public and private 
buildings in Boston. He moved to Seattle in 1904 and remained in the Northwest for the rest of 
his life. He died in 1922.  
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Whether it is coincidence or connection, according to the Boston City Directory, Gould lived 
right around the corner at 335 Park Street in 1896. And he and his wife lived at 62 Waldeck 
Street from at least 1900 until 1904 when they left for Seattle. What better way to keep an eye on 
your projects in Dorchester? 

✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ 

Sources and Resources 
Boston Public Library:  Boston Residents Lists 
City of Boston Building Permits via ScerIS 
Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 
City of Boston Archives 
A Record of the Streets Alleys, Places, Etc. in the City of Boston, 1910 
Dorchester Historical Society/Dorchester Atheneum for insurance maps 
FamilySearch genealogical website for deed indexes, directories, newspaper clippings 
My Heritage genealogical website for US Census, newspaper clippings 
ancestry.com genealogical website for newspaper clippings 
History of Seattle from the Earliest Settlement to the Present Time, Vol 3, 1916 

Detailed information about A. Warren Gould can be found in the Pacific Coast Architectural 
Database: http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1842/  

Images for all the building permits for the house are accessible using the City of Boston’s Public 
Search website:  https://scerisecm.boston.gov/ScerIS/CmPublic/#/SearchCriteria 
Type in the street number and the street name (separate lines) and click Search at the bottom. 

See next page for Ownership History and Deeds. 
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To search for any of the above deeds at the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds using the 
book and page numbers provided: 
Go to https://www.masslandrecords.com/Suffolk/ 
Click the dropdown Search Criteria 
Click on Unindexed Property Search 
Enter the book number in the Book window and the page in the Page Number window. 
Click on Search 
Click on the page number that will appear below to open the file. You  may need to click on 
“View Images” first. 
If a deed has more than one page, you will need to enter each page number separately. 
There is a “print” button in the screen for each page if you want to print it or save it as a pdf. 
NOTE:  The two most recent deeds are incorrectly indexed. Search for those using the 
property address under Search Criteria. 
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8 Larchmont Street Ownership/Deeds

Date Book.Page* Grantor, Grantee

Jan 7, 1893 2106.85 Francis Packard of  Stoughton to Albert L Jewell of Brookline 
353,635 sq fit and lot 7 on a plan made by C.E.C Breck May 1891 of 
the Walter Baker Estate

April 30, 1895 2272.594 Albert L. Jewell to Lemert S. Cook, Manager  lot S on plan of 1894 
2232.232

Aug 15, 1904 2985.6  Nellie E. Cook and Lemert S. Cook to Anna E. Ham, wife of Guy A. 
Ham

June 10, 1920 4230.625 Anna E. Ham to Isabel Acores, wife of Manuel A. A. Acores

Feb 11, 1963 7721.359 Isabel Acores to Thelma M. Acores and Frederick D. Acores

Sept 26, 1987 14098.315 Thelma Acores to Stephen Falivene and Susan C. Abbott

June 11, 2015 54704.132 Stephen Falivene and Susan C. Abbott to Shauna L. Helton and 
Reyes Coll-Tellechea

* in Suffolk 
Country 
Registry of 
Deeds

https://www.masslandrecords.com/Suffolk/

