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• What is known about the original owner?
• Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her?
• Who was the builder?
• Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?

The neighborhood now known as Ashmont Hill had its origins in 1870, 
when George Derby Welles, who was 26 years old and living in Paris, 
inherited extensive landholdings in this area from his grandfather’s estate. 
Welles engaged attorney Edward Ingersoll Browne to be his representative, 
with the responsibility and authority to manage the sale of his property. 
Browne in turn hired the engineer and surveyor H. W. Wilson to draw up a 
plot plan of house lots and streets to begin the process of selling the land. 
Deeds to Ashmont Hill properties to this day include the original lot 
number(s) and a reference to “Plan No. 1 of Geo. D. Welles....dated May 1, 
1871, by Henry W. Wilson, Engineer and Surveyor....” in the description of the property.  

Welles was determined that the character and quality of the houses being built comply with the 
very high standards that he himself set. The deeds for his properties included stipulations 
regarding setback from the street, stating that no building or fence over six feet high could be 
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erected within that specific distance from the street (features such as porches, cornices, and bay 
windows could extend into that space). In addition, no dwelling house “shall be inferior in 
appearance to those heretofore erected by said Welles on Roslin and Harley streets.” (This refers 
to the French mansard “cottages” at 16 Harley Street and 49 Roslin Street that Welles had built in 
the fashionable architectural style of the time, soon after the 1871 plan was completed.)  

In a number of instances, Welles did not sell to individual homeowners but sold multiple house 
lots to enterprising developers, who then resold them, often reconfiguring the lots to make them 
more buildable and appealing, and sometimes having houses erected on the 
lots to make them more saleable. 

On May 11, 1889, George Derby Welles and his wife, Armandine V. 
Welles, through their attorney Edward Ingersoll Browne, deeded a large 
number of building lots in the area of Ashmont Street and Ocean Street to 
Charles N. Mellen, who was active in the process of building houses 
himself and selling house lots to others who wanted to build in the new 
neighborhood. Included in these transactions were the lots indicated on the 
1889 insurance map, to the right.  

The First Owners: the Keevers (1892—1917) 
On June 23, 1892, Charles N. Mellen deeded a certain parcel of land to 
Norma I. Morse of Newton that was described in part as being bounded by 
land of Burlingame, by land of Way, and then by land of Mellen parallel to land of Burlingame. 
The deed included restrictions that “no dwelling house erected on said land shall be worth less 
then four thousand dollars and that the same shall not be nearer to the south side of Mellen Street 
than the house on said land of Burlingame now stands.”  The more detailed and stringent deed 
restrictions imposed by Welles had expired in January of 1892.  

On August 16, 1892, D. F. Keever applied for a permit to build a single-
family dwelling on Mellen Street near Ocean Street in the Ashmont 
section of Boston. The architects were Rand & Taylor and the builder 
was H. M. Beal. The estimated cost of the construction was $4000. The 
permit was granted on August 19. (See permit, page x.)  The Building 
Inspector’s Report (see page x), which officially documents completion 
of the project on February 1, 1893, includes a plan for the first floor. 

Norma Isabel Morse of Newton and David Townsend Keever of Boston 
were married in Boston on March 21, 1893. (Guess they had their 
timing all worked out.) The 1894 insurance map, right, shows that 
Norma and Davis have indeed had a house built on their property.  

Also on the 1894 atlas, but not on the 1889 map, is Mellen Street itself 
(which was referenced in the deed to Norma Morse), which Charles N. 
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Mellen had built as a private street. In 1893, he was granted the right by the City of Boston to lay 
a sewer line in the street at his own expense, providing all materials except for manholes, which 
the City would provide. The agreement stipulated that on completion the street would become 
the property of the City of Boston.  

Davis T. Keever was born in Boston in 1859. In 1880, he lived with his parents and his sister on 
Irving Street on Beacon Hill; Davis was a clerk at a life insurance company, his father was an 
expressman. Norma I. Keever (née Morse) was born in 1860 in Newton. In the 1870 census, her 
family is listed in Newton Centre and Norma is one of six children. Her father is a farmer, as is a 
20-year-old man who boards with the family. Another Morse family, listed on the same census 
form, is also headed by a farmer, suggesting a possible extended-family farming operation.  

City directories in the 1890s list Davis on Mellen Street with the occupation of superintendent. 
The 1900 census gives his occupation as superintendent/insurance. The 1910 census lists him as  
“purchasing,” and in addition to Norma, their family now includes a daughter, also Norma, who 
was born in 1900. Through the decade of the 1910s,  
Davis is listed as a purchasing agent for John 
Hancock Life Insurance; he will work for the 
Hancock for at least 40 years. (See page 4.) 

A sampling of newspaper stories gives an additional 
glimpse at the Keevers’ lives in Dorchester. 

As reported in the Roxbury Gazette and South End 
Advertiser, Sept 30, 1893, the Keevers had returned 
from a visit to Hough’s Neck. There were numerous 
references to trips people had taken to Chicago for the 
Fair (the 1893 Columbian Exposition) in this column. 

Norma was very active in the D.A.R. (Daughters of 
the American Revolution)   (Boston Transcript, February 5, 1913)  

Davis was politically active. Guild and Draper 
were Republicans running for re-election as 
governor and lt. governor in 1906. (Boston 
Globe, September 27, 1906) 
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The Keevers moved to the Waban section of Newton in 1917, selling 6 Mellen Street to Harry C. 
Byrne et ux on June 20 of that year. A few additional news clips conclude their story here. 

                   Boston Globe, June 10, 1923
 

Boston Globe, September 19, 1919. 

Davis Keever died in 1941 at the age of 82. 
He and Norma were both buried in the 
Newton Cemetery.

                                                                               Boston Post, August 15, 1925
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The Architects: Rand & Taylor 
Given the type and scale of their firm’s usual projects, George Rand and Bertrand Taylor seem 
like an unlikely choice for the design of a fairly modest house in Dorchester. However, since 
Bertrand Taylor lived in Newton, where Norma Keever’s family lived, it’s possible that they 
moved in the same social circles and the connection was made that way. In any case, 
the architects designed an exceptional Shingle-style home for their clients that is 
notable for its steeply sloping roof, dramatic double-peaked front gable, and 
charming double-arched verandah—and fits in perfectly with its neighbors. 
  
George Dutton Rand (1833-1910) was born in Vermont, where he worked on 
newspapers including the St. Johnsbury Caledonian; 
he was interested in architecture from an early age 
and undertook architectural studies on his own. He 
started a practice in Hartford with the English 
architect Frank W. Weston before moving to Boston. 
Bertrand Eugene Taylor (1856-1909), who was 
considerably younger than Rand, was also from 
Vermont. He traveled extensively in Europe as part of 
his architectural education. After coming to Boston, 
he worked as a draftsman in the office of Ober and 
Rand, where George Rand was a partner, while 
studying architecture at MIT. (The firm of Ober and 
Rand designed a number of Back Bay houses.) 

The firm of Rand & Taylor was formed in 1881. 
They became became well known for their designs 
for hospitals, churches, and civic buildings. In 1895, 
they formed an association with another firm, as was 
noted in the St. Johnsbury Caledonian on August 2, 
1895.  
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The St. Johnsbury Caledonian was immensely proud of the success of George Rand and Bertrand 
Taylor and carried articles about them from time to time. The editors were not at all pleased with 
the decision by the State of Vermont to locate its new psychiatric hospital in Waterbury instead of 
St. Johnsbury, as they made plain in a commentary on July 11, 1889. The paper also 
acknowledged a visit later that year (September 5, 1889) by George Rand— and didn’t seem to 
hold his long absence against him. 

 
 

Articles about a few of their projects may be found on pages 24–26. 

It’s a sad fact that an individual’s obituary often provides the fullest picture of their life, as may 
be seen in on the following pages. 
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St. Johnsbury Caledonian, September 1, 1909
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St. Johnsbury Caledonian,           
November 23, 1910 
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The Builder: H. M. Beal 
As indicated on the building permit, the builder H.M. Beal had his business in Newton 
Highlands. Herbert M. Beal was born in Maine in 1854; in 1940, he, his wife Sadie, and two 
sons lived on Hinckley Road in Newton.  He probably started out as a carpenter, progressed to 
carpenter/builder (which was not uncommon during this period of intensive housing 
construction), then undertook more extensive developments, and also bought and sold existing 
real estate, with a focus on the suburbs such as 
Newton and Watertown.  

Beal advertised for carpenters in 1890 and for 
carpenters and laborers in 1893. (Boston Globe, 
June 12, 1890 and June 1, 1893) He bought 
vacant land “for improvement” and sold land on 
which he had made improvements (Boston 
Globe, February 26, 1896), and advertised 
houses for sale (Boston Record, December 4, 
1896). He also operated a hardware and lumber 
business, as advertised in the 1897 Newton 
Business Directory. 

In 1921, having moved to Watertown, Beal 
made a sales pitch (left) for houses he had 
built, “with or without garage.” (Boston Post, 
July 27, 1921)

And real estate must not have been an easy 
business in 1930. (Boston Globe, April 23, 
1930)

�9



The Byrne Family (1917—1984)
Harry C. Byrne was born in Roxbury in 1860. He was 
quite the young man about town, if the report from the 
Boston Globe, January 25, 1888, is any indication. 
City directories listed him living at his family’s home 
at 31 Sherman Street in Roxbury from 1894 through 
1916. The directories gave his occupation 
successively as  clerk, auctioneer, and real estate; he 
would be active in real estate for his entire working 
life.  

Harry C. Byrne and Mary F. Heaney were married in 
1897 in Boston; Harry was 37 and Mary, who was 
born in St. John’s, New Brunswick and had 
immigrated in 1875, was 30. In the 1900 census, the 
couple and their one-year-old daughter Ruth lived on Sherman Street with Harry’s widowed 
mother, his sister, Rose, 30, who was a dancing teacher,  and his brother, 43, who was a music 
teacher. In 1910, still at 31 Sherman Street, the family now included six daughters: Ruth I., age 
11; Gertrude, 8; Rose, 6; Pauline, 5; Harriet C., 3; and Elizabeth, 2. Also in the household was a 
46-year-old servant, Annie Winters, who must have been kept very busy.  

As previously noted, the Byrneses purchased 6 Mellen Street from the Keevers in 1917. In 1920, 
the eldest daughter, Ruth, now 21, was a grammar school teacher, while the other daughters, 
ranging in age from 17 to 12, were all presumably in school. Annie Winters was still with the 
family.  

Harry appears to have been highly regarded in 
his real estate business, a profession that benefits 
from patience and personality. He was popular 
as a young man, and raising six daughters may 
also have honed his interpersonal skills. In 1902, 
Harry and a colleague formed the real estate firm 
Cruff & Byrne. (Boston Globe, January 23, 
1902) Frank Cruff died in 1927, but Harry 
continued the business and also worked in the 
City of Boston’s Assessing Department for a 
number of years. (Boston City Directory 1914, 
left; 1929, right) 
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Property auctions were held not just in instances of 
bankruptcy or foreclosure, but also to liquidate the real 
estate holdings in an individual’s estate, as in the 
Commissioner’s Sale advertised in the Boston Globe, 
April 13, 1913, for landholdings of the late Annie 
Maguire. The clip below (Boston Globe, May 19, 1921) 
provides another example of the type of transactions 
Harry and his partner conducted.  

The Byrne Daughters 
The 1930 census lists Harry (real estate broker), Mary, 
and all six daughters at 6 Mellen Street. Ruth (age 31), 
Gertrude (27), Pauline (25), and Elizabeth (22) are all 
public school teachers; Rose (26) is a bank clerk; and 
Harriet (23) has no occupation listed, although it seems 
she had also obtained teaching credentials. In 1940, 
Harry and Mary are listed along with four of their six 
daughters: Ruth, Gertrude, Rose and Pauline. Rose is still 
a bank clerk, and the other three are still public school 
teachers. The two youngest daughters, Harriet and 
Elizabeth, had both married and left home in the 1930s. 

Born in the first decade of the 20th century, the Byrne 
sisters lived through World War I, the Jazz Age, the 
Depression, World War II, and well into the second half 
of the 20th century. Four never married and lived almost 
their entire lives on Mellen Street, while two married but 
stayed in the Boston area. 
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Ruth I. Byrne (1899–1984) wasn’t found on any 
high school graduation lists, but presumably she 
completed high school and received a teaching 
credential. City directories list her as a teacher at 
the Rochambeau School on Gibson Street in Fields 
Corner from 1923 through the late 1960s when she 
retired. The elementary school had opened in 
1918; after it was closed, probably in the 1970s, it 
was converted to condominiums.  

Ruth’s aunt, Rose I. Byrne, taught dancing in the 
1890s in Roxbury, when the family lived on Sherman 
Street. (Boston Budget, March 19, 1893)  She later 
went to New York to work at the famous Chalif School 
of Dancing (below), which Ruth also attended at some 
point. Ruth had her own dancing school in the 1920s 
(her pupils included two of her sisters), with recitals 
noted in the press. (Below, Boston Post, May 8, 1921; 
right, Boston Globe, December 21, 1924 ) 

  

New-York Tribune, September 24, 1922 

By the 1930s, Ruth’s school had grown, with 
more dancers presenting a variety of dances in 
a recital at the upscale Longwood Towers in 
Brookline. (Boston Post, May 8 1932) 
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Social dancing was evidently part of the public 
school curriculum, with workshops like the one that 
Ruth Byrne offered to teachers and announced in 
the Boston Globe, February 14, 1954 (right).

Ruth was also very active in the American Society 
of Teachers of Dance, a national organization that 
held annual conventions that were covered 
extensively by newspapers around the country. 
Ruth was elected vice president in 1940. (Meriden 
[CT] Daily Journal, August 21, 1940) 

Public dancing in places like hotel ballrooms, dance halls, and cabarets was an important element 
of social life for many people from the 1920s through the 1950s and even 1960s. (And Arthur 
Murray Dance Studios may be found around the world today.) In the 1920s, teachers of ballroom 
dancing, led by the New York members of the American Society of Teachers of Dancing, 
bemoaned the impact that jazz (horrors) and such risqué dances as the fox trot and its apparently 
wilder version “the Chicago,”  the tango, and the Shimmy were having on public morals…and 
blaming it all on the music. What Ruth thought about all this remains to be seen. 

Ruth received a lot of attention from the Boston Sunday Post’s dance reporter for the 
observations she made at the Society’s 1935 National Convention in New York.  

More on the next page. 
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Ruth and partner demonstrate the Lambeth Walk. (Boston 
Globe, September 7, 1938) 

Ruth retired from teaching at 
the Rochambeau school in the 
late 1960s. She died in 1984 at 
the age of 85. (Boston Globe, 
April 25, 1984)
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Gertrude B. Byrne (1903—1977) graduated from Girls Latin School and then from Boston 
University, where she was in the School of Secretarial Science. She taught at several Boston 
public schools including the Roxbury Evening School, the Roxbury Clerical School, South 
Boston High School, and Girls Latin School. A sampling of news clips suggests how she spent 
her time.
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Boston Globe, November 24, 1937
Boston Globe, January 18, 1935

Boston Post, January 5, 1921

Boston Globe, March 7, 1929
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Boston Globe, February 1, 1934

Girls Latin School Yearbook, 1946

Boston Globe, August 3, 1955



 

Rose M. Byrne (1905—1989) appears to have led a very quiet life with one dramatic exception, 
a bank robbery in 1961 at the Workingmen’s Bank in the Back Bay where she was the assistant 
manager. The Boston Globe had a good time reporting on the hapless bank robber in its issue of 
May 16, 1961, excerpted below.
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Boston Globe, March 19, 1977 (left); March 21, 1977 (right)



 

  

Rose died in 1989, having moved to Quincy after the sale of the Mellen Street house in 1984.
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Pauline (Polly) B. Byrne (1906-?) made headlines in 1918 
(Boston Globe, August 25) at Hull’s Gala Day when she won 
three races and 12 thrift stamps. Although no mention was 
found, apparently the Byrnes vacationed in Hull. 

Pauline, like most of her sisters, was a public school teacher, 
having received her diploma in the Elementary Course at the 
Teachers’ College of the City of Boston in 1925. According 
to City directories, she taught at the Atherton School in 
Dorchester from 1926 until the early 1960s, then taught at 
the Gibson School and the Thomas J. Kenny School. She 
had retired by 1976.

Pauline had taken dance lessons from her sister Ruth—her 
name appeared in the recital notices—and she kept up her 
interest in dancing as an adult. The article about the Yankee 
Stride (Boston Globe,  August 12, 1942) suggests that she 
may also have been teaching dance.
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One of the other bridesmaids in this wedding party was Elizabeth Wight, who lived at 42 Ocean 
Street, around the corner from the Byrnes’ house. (Boston Globe, June 26, 1944)

Harriet C. Byrne (1907-1973) graduated from the Henry L. Pierce School in 1922 (it seems 
likely the others did as well) and the High School of Practical Arts in 1926. She married Roger I. 
Saldarini in 1935 (their statement of 
intentions appeared in the Boston Globe,  
June 16 1935); Roger was born in New 
Jersey in 1902 of Italian immigrant parents. 
A son, Anthony J. Saldarini, was born in September 1941. Roger’s WWII draft card from 1942 
gives his home address as 61 Monadnock Street in Dorchester

A 1924 graduate of Boston College, Roger was a school 
teacher and also a church cantor; he taught at the Samuel 
Adams School in East Boston for a number of years and 
later at the Charles Logue School in Mattapan, where he 
was principal when he retired in 1970. The family lived 
at 77 Belnell Road in Mattapan. Harriet died in 1973 
(Boston Globe, July 30, 1973); Roger died in 1980. 

Elizabeth (Betty) A. Byrne (1907-1997) also trained as a 
teacher although details could not be found. In 1935 she married Arthur James MacDonnell 
(1909-1966), who was born in South Boston but more recently had lived in Belmont; he was a 
graduate of the College of the Holy Cross, where he had been a track star. The 1940 census lists 
the family at 61 Hancock Street in Dorchester; Arthur had completed five years of higher 
education; Elizabeth, three years. The household included Arthur, age 30, and a statistician; 
Elizabeth, 32; and children Patricia, 4; Elizabeth, 2; and Rosemary, 9 mos. They would 
eventually have seven children together. (Arthur like Elizabeth came from a large family; he had 
nine siblings.) 
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Arthur’s WWII draft card gives his employer as the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics in Park Square. In 
directory listings over time, his occupation ranges 
from undertaker to clerk to machinist to engineer; 
either he was very versatile, or indecisive, or the 
information was incorrectly recorded. The 1961 
Belmont Resident List includes Arthur as an 
engineer, Elizabeth as a teacher, daughter Elizabeth 
as a keypunch operator, and daughter Rosemary as a 
nurse. Elizabeth died in 1997 (Boston Globe, June 
29, 1997); Arthur had died in 1966. 

During the course of the Byrne family’s occupancy 
of 6 Mellen Street, they executed a number of deed transactions to pass along the ownership of 
the house. (See ownership history, next page.) On August 1, 1984, 67 years after Harry and Mary 
Byrne had purchased the house,  Rose M. Byrne and Pauline V. Byrne deeded 6 Mellen Street to 
Ellen Yaffe of 2 Mellen Street.

Ellen Yaffe: 1984–2006
An article in the Boston Globe, September 27, 1974, excerpted below, explored the reasons why 
some homebuyers were looking to the city rather than the suburbs.  One of the people 
interviewed was Ellen Yaffe, who had recently purchased 2 Mellen Street, next door to 6 Mellen.
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Ellen occupied one of the apartments at 2 Mellen Street for 10 years, renting to tenants in the 
other two units, before purchasing 6 Mellen Street and moving next door in 1984. She lived at 6 
Mellen Street until 2006, when she sold to the current owners.
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6 Mellen Street Ownership History

Date Book.Page Grantor (Seller) Grantee (Buyer) Notes

4/28/2006 39483.179 Ellen Yaffe Stacia Harney

8/1/1984 11105.184 Rose M. and Pauline V. 
Byrne

Ellen Yaffe

11/22/1983 10654.96 Ruth I. Byrne Rose M. Byrne and 
Pauline V. Byrne

Gertrude died 1977, 
Ruth died 1984

7/24/1957 7252.198/19
9

Ruth I. Byrne and  
Rose M. Byrne

Ruth I. Byrne, Rose 
M. Byrne, Pauline 
V. Byrne, and 
Gertrude B. Byrne

the 4 unmarried 
sisters

5/6/1955 7054.524 Ruth I. Byrne Ruth I Byrne and 
my sister Rose M. 
Byrne

Mary F. Byrne died 
April 12, 1954

9/23/1943 6060.107 Mary F. Byrne, being 
unmarried (Harry died 
9/15/1943)

Mary F. Byrne and 
Ruth I. Byrne

deed referenced is 
Marriam 5003.588

5/16/1928 5003.588/58
9

Elmer A. Marriam of 
Newton

Harry C. Byrne and 
Mary F. Byrne

“for consideration 
paid” but no 
mortgage wording

5/16/1928 5003.588 Harry C. Byrne and 
Mary F. Byrne

Elmer A. Marriam 
of Newton

“for consideration 
paid” but no 
mortgage wording

6/20/1917 4039.592 Davis T. Keever at ux 
(Norma I. Keever)

Harry C. Byrne et 
ux

Dorch Mellen St.

6/23/1892 2069.109 Charles N. Mellen Norma I. Morse married name Keever

5/11/1889 1876.561 George Derby Welles 
et ux

Charles N. Mellen Lots 184-187

5/11/1889 1876.357 George Derby Welles 
et ux

Charles N. Mellen Lots 140-145

5/11/1889 1876.355 George Derby Welles 
et ux

Charles N. Mellen Lots 135 136,  pt 189, 
190, 191
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Boston Globe, 
June 6, 1887
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Globe, 
August 10, 
1891
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