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Questions asked by owner: 
• What is known about the original owner?
• Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?
• What alterations (structural or cosmetic) have been made to the house since it was built?
• Does the house sit on all of its original land? If not, when and in what way did the lot size

change?

The neighborhood now known as Ashmont Hill, in which 17 Harley 
Street is located, had its origins in 1870, when George Derby Welles, 
who was 26 years old and living in Paris, inherited extensive 
landholdings in this area from his grandfather’s estate. Welles 
engaged attorney Edward Ingersoll Browne to be his representative, 
with the responsibility and authority to manage the sale of his 
property. Browne in turn hired the engineer and surveyor H. W. 
Wilson to draw up a plot plan of house lots and streets to begin the 
process of selling the land. Some deeds to Ashmont Hill properties 
to this day include the original lot number(s) and a reference to 
“Plan No. 1 of Geo. D. Welles….dated May 1, 1871 by Henry W. 
Wilson, Engineer and Surveyor….” in the description of the 
property. 

!1



First Owners: Mary S. and David F. Hartford (1887–1917) 
On April 14, 1887, George Derby Welles and Armandine V. Welles, his 
wife, through their attorney Edward Ingersoll Browne, deeded a parcel of 
land composed of the northerly half of lot numbered 80 and the northerly 
half of lot numbered 81, as bounded and described on Plan No. 1, to Mary 
S. Hartford, wife of David F. Hartford, containing 6,300 square feet more or 
less. The deed noted that the southern boundary of the property was land 
that was conveyed on the same day to Nellie Sophia Nickerson, wife of 
Augustus Nickerson, which would become 21 Harley Street. The clip from the 1874 insurance 
map shows the lot numbers; the square footages are slightly different from those on later maps. 

George Welles was determined that the character and quality of the houses being built on his land 
should comply with the very high standards that he himself set. The deed for 17 Harley Street 
stipulated that the grantee should not, for a period of twenty years from the first day of January, 
1872, erect on the granted premises any buildings other than one dwelling house, stable and 
appurtenant outbuildings; that no building or part of a building and no fence over six feet high 
could be erected within 20 feet of Harley or Walton Streets (features such as door-steps, 
porticoes, cornices, piazzas, and bay windows could project into that space); nor should any 
dwelling house “be inferior in appearance to those heretofore erected by said Welles on Roslin 
and Harley Streets.” (This refers to the French mansard “cottages” at 16 Harley Street and 49 
Roslin Street that Welles had built in the fashionable architectural style of the time, soon after the 
1871 plan was completed.) 

Welles also reserved the right during that twenty-year period for himself or his agents to enter the 
property and to remove or alter, at the expense of the party at fault, any changes that were made 
in violation of these stipulations. Similar language appeared in the deeds to all the house lots sold 
by Welles. It is not known whether he or his agents ever had to exercise this right. 

The 1889 insurance map (below left) shows that nothing had been built on Mary Hartford’s 
parcel, although there was a house on the adjoining lot. The 1894 map (below right) shows a 
house on Mary S. Hartford’s land as well, along with three other houses built on property on 
Roslin and Walton streets that the Hartfords had purchased from George Derby Welles. 

!2



No building permit or final building inspector’s report could be located in the City Archives to 
document the architect or the date of completion for Mary S. Hartford’s house. However, the 
annual tax records kept by the City of Boston help determine the year of completion. The 1887 
form below shows ownership of the property by Mary S. Hartford but notes “Vacant Land.”    

The same was true in 1888 and 1889. Finally, in 1890, a house is recorded, with a valuation of 
$4,500, and an occupant, Frederick H. Ruggles, is identified, giving a completion date of 1890. 

David F. Hartford (1843–1919) and his brother, Thomas T. Hartford (1845–1916), were in 
business in Boston as Hartford Bros., making patterns and machinery for shoe- and boot-making, 
an important part of Boston’s thriving leather industry in the 19th century. In the 1878 City 
directory, Thomas lived on Washington Street opposite Euclid Street, and D. Frank, as he went 
by, lived in South Boston. The 1880 Census lists Thomas Hartford, 35, boot and shoe machinery, 
on Washington Street, along with wife Mary C., 35, daughter Winona, 13, and a servant. The 
same year, David F. Hartford, 37, pattern maker, is on Dorchester Street in South Boston, along 
with Mary S., 39; Nellie S. F., 20; Charlie E., 18, a lithographer. Also listed are Hannah Tarbell, 
79, boarder, and a servant from Ireland. The two children, who were Mary’s from her first 
marriage, to Edmund W. Tarbell (who died in 1863), are more accurately named Edmund Charles 
Tarbell, who became one of Boston’s and the country’s notable artists, and Nellie Sophia, who 
later became Mrs. Augustus Nickerson. Hannah is the mother of Mary’s first husband. 

The Thomas Hartfords built the house at 25 Harley Street in the early 1880s and remained there 
for the rest of their lives. (Thomas died in 1916 after suffering a heart attack while making a call 
in a drug store phone booth near his Boston office.) Mary S. Hartford and David F. Hartford 
never lived at 17 Harley Street. They had architect Edwin J. Lewis, Jr., design extensive 
modifications to an existing house at 52 Alban Street and also design a carriage house there. 
Nellie and Augustus Nickerson are listed at 21 Harley Street in the 1910 census but later moved 
to 60 Alban Street, next door to the Hartfords, a house that had been built for Jeremiah Burke, a 
prominent Boston educator. Edmund Tarbell lived with the Nickersons on Alban Street during 
his student days and later lived with his wife and family at 24 Alban Street.  

The Architect 
Building permit or no building permit, there is no question that 17 Harley Street was designed by 
Edwin J. Lewis, Jr., whose mastery of the Shingle Style is widely recognized. A building permit 
for the Nickerson house from 1887 documents Lewis as the architect, and other permits show 
that Lewis designed the three additional Hartford houses on the 1894 map. He also reportedly 
designed alterations to the Hartford house at 25 Harley Street. He was clearly the architect of 
choice for the Hartford family and by extension for the Nickersons. They must have been among 
his very first clients. 
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Edwin J. Lewis, Jr., was born in Roxbury in 1859, graduated from 
English High School in 1877, and completed the architecture program 
at M.I.T in 1881. He worked as a draftsman at the prominent Boston 
architectural firm of Peabody and Stearns and opened his own office 
at 9 Park Street in 1887. He was elected to the American Institute of 
Architects early in his career and was made a Fellow in 1891. He 
designed a large number of churches, wrote and spoke extensively 
about meeting-house design, and was very active in the American 
Unitarian Association; he also was active in municipal reform. Lewis 
designed a number of houses in Ashmont Hill, the Carruth Street 
neighborhood, and other parts of Dorchester, Milton, and 
elsewhere. His father had a very successful business and built a 
large house on Adams Street where Lewis, who remained single, 
spent most of his life until moving to 121 Canton Avenue in 
Milton with his two sisters in 1924. He died in 1937; his funeral 
was at the First Parish Church on Meeting House Hill and he 
was buried in Mount Auburn Cemetery. His death notice said, 
“Please do not send flowers.” 

The Shingle Style 
Unlike other architectural styles of the Victorian period, which emphasized decoration and 
details, the Shingle Style—of which 17 Harley is an excellent example—favored irregular 
massing and complex shapes wrapped in cedar shingles that formed 

an organic shingle “skin.”  Complicated roofs, 
often steeply sloped, included gables and 
dormers. Windows came in all shapes and 
sizes, often in projecting bays, with larger 
windows designed with a lower single-pane 
sash and an upper multi-paned sash; the 
octagonal first-floor bay at No. 17 is also 
typical. Porches were often prominent and 
meant for enjoyment, as is the case with 17 
Harley with its striking shingled arch. 
Columns were simple and bold. As may also 
be seen in other houses he designed on the 
Hill, many of Lewis’s houses have elements 

that make his work easy to spot: railings with closely spaced square 
balusters and a distinctive top-rail profile (the railings at 17 Harley 
are sheathed in shingles, also typical), shingled or carved brackets set 
under upper-story overhangs, and roofs and dormers that have a subtle flare at the bottom edge. 
Many of his houses evidently started out with brown-stained shingles and cream-colored trim; 17 
Harley Street is the only Lewis house in the neighborhood that retains that original color scheme. 
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The First Occupants (1890–1917) 
The first occupants of 17 Harley Street were tenants rather than the owner, but they provide a 
glimpse into some of the people who were being drawn to the rapidly developing neighborhood. 
The 1890 tax form and the 1892 Boston Blue Book directory list Frederick H. Ruggles in 
residence; his occupation is Grain Commission. The 1890 Business Directory lists him at 
Ruggles &  Buss, 16 Broad Street, home on Harley Street; in 1892, the business is at 611 
Chamber of Commerce Building. The 1898 tax records list Carey W. Chamberlain, Clergy, as the 
occupant. The 1910 Census lists George and Carrie Newhall—
George is a shoe salesman—plus a father-in-law (clerk in a 
store) and a brother-in-law who is 13 years old. Mr. and Mrs. 
George O. Newhall are still there in the 1911 Boston Blue 
Book, but an obituary in the Boston Globe, Feb 22, 1914, notes 
his passing at his residence on Stockton Street in Dorchester 
“after a long illness.” In 1915–17 the residents are Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Hope, about whom nothing could be found. 

Mary S. Hartford died in 1910 (Boston Transcript, Feb 10, 1910); David died in 1919 (Boston 
Globe,  Feb 24, 1919).  

On October 23, 1917, David F. Hartford, as his wife’s 
executor, deeded 17 Harley Street to Emma C. Rich, wife 
of George M. Rich. The Rich family would own 17 Harley 
Street for the next 56 years. 

The Rich and Litchfield Families (1917–1973) 
George Moses Rich was born in Boston in 1861. He 
married his first wife, Ada V. Barnard, in Boston in 1887. 
Ada was born in Tottenham, England, in 1867 and 
immigrated to the United States in 1887. She died in 1898; 
the funeral was at her home in the South End. In 1902, 
George married Emma Clark, who was born in 1872 in 
New Hampshire. They had two children, Muriel (b. 1904) 
and Nelson (b. 1906). In 1910, the Rich family lived on 
Centre Street in Dorchester, where they threw a birthday 
party for their children, as described in the Dorchester 
Beacon, Jan 11, 1910. 

!5



George Rich was in the banking 
business. In at least two instances during 
his career, he was called to testify in 
connection with improprieties at the 
institution where he had been employed. 
The first instance was in 1893, where the 
multiple headlines from the Boston 
Globe of September 12 indicate the 
degree of interest in the matter. The 
article goes on for many columns in the 
newspaper, including extensive 
questioning of Mr. Rich, who had been a 
bookkeeper at the Maverick National 
Bank for several years before it closed. 
The second instance was in 1924 and 
related to activities at the Cosmopolitan 
Trust Company; the clipping from the 
Boston Post, May 24, 1924, is one of a 
number of articles of the time.  

In the 1920 census George’s occupation 
is bank treasurer; in 1930 it is Bank-audits. In the 1930 census, Nelson, 
age 24, is living with his parents and sister on Harley Street and his occupation is welder, 
Aeroplane Co. His sister, Muriel, age 26, is secretary to bankers. In 1937, George and eight 
others were recognized at the 52nd annual meeting of the Bank Officers’ Association of Boston 
for having been connected with the association for 50 years or more. In 1940, when George was 
78 years old, he has no occupation listed, but Muriel, who was 39, is a secretary at an investment 
trust. The Boston Globe of July 14, 1937, included an 
announcement of Nelson’s engagement.  

George Rich died in the winter of 1945 in circumstances 
that should be a warning to all, as reported in the Boston 
Post (left) and Boston Globe (right), both on Feb 17, 
1945. 
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Most likely in 1954, when she was 50 years old, Muriel Rich married 
Paul Thorndike Litchfield of Cohasset, whose first wife had died in 
1953. (Boston Globe, April 29, 1953) Paul was born in Scituate in 
1892, served in World War I, and married Evelyn Pope of Boston in 
1921; they lived in Cohasset and had three children together. Paul 
had started his professional life as a clerk with the Hospital Life 
Insurance Company, progressing to become secretary by 1938, then 
vice president by 1953. He worked for the company until his 
retirement in 1967. 

Both Muriel and her mother appear in the Boston resident lists through 
1953, but from 1954 through 1960, only Emma Rich is listed at Harley 
Street, which suggests that Muriel is married and living in Cohasset 
with Paul. It also appears that they may have divided their time between 
Cohasset and Dorchester, perhaps keeping Emma company, based on 
the engagement announcement for Paul’s daughter, Charlotte. (Fremont 
[Nebraska] Tribune, Jan 11, 1956) 

Emma Rich died in 1960, having lived at 17 Harley Street for 43 years. 
(Boston Globe, Mar 21, 1960)  

After Emma’s death, Muriel and Paul moved into 17 Harley Street, as 
documented in the Boston directories. The 1969 directory for the first 
time lists Paul as retired; he died in November 1969. (Boston Globe, 
Nov 23, 1969) 
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On February 10, 1973, Muriel Rich Litchfield of Wolfsboro, New 
Hampshire, deeded 17 Harley Street to Roy T. Bishop and his wife, 
Jill E. Anderson. Muriel lived another dozen years in New 
Hampshire. Her obituary (Boston Globe, Jan 28, 1985) provides a 
overview of her life, including a hint as to how she knew and then 
married Paul Litchfield.  

Roy T. Bishop (1973-2015) 
In 1976 Jill Anderson deeded her share of 17 Harley Street to Roy 
Bishop as part of their divorce settlement. Roy later married Susan 
R. Garber. Roy was another long-term owner of 17 Harley Street, 
living there for 42 years before retiring and relocating to Florida. 

Roy Bishop held a number of positions with the City of Boston and 
the Boston Redevelopment Authority, including East Boston 
neighborhood planner, community planning director, and director 
of the Office of Energy Conservation. (Boston  Globe, May 17, 
1980)  He also spent many years working in the technology sector. 

Susan Garber had a extensive resume, serving as director for 
public art at the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston and as 
director of the Main Street program of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, and managing projects for the City of 
Boston, the state, and the Boston Redevelopment Authority. She 
was also a dedicated volunteer in the accessibility program at the 
Museum of Fine Arts. She died in Key West, Florida in 2015, 
about two weeks after she and Roy had moved there following the sale of 17 Harley Street. 

Subsequent owners are documented in the ownership history on page 10. 

What alterations (structural or cosmetic) have been made to the house since it was built? 
The exterior of 17 Harley Street is remarkably intact after 130 years. A building permit from 
1929 documents the replacement of the wood roofing shingles with asphalt shingles, which 
insurance companies were promoting at the time as a fire-prevention measure. The next permit is 
not until 1979, when bathroom and kitchen renovations were done. Significant interior work was 
undertaken by the new owners in 2015, in the kitchen, bathrooms, and elsewhere in the house. If 
any other changes were made, they were not documented with building permits. 

Does the house sit on all of its original land? 
There have been no changes to the original lot size and location. All subsequent deeds include 
the property description in the original deed from George Derby Welles to Mary S. Hartford. 
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17 Harley Street Ownership History 

❦  ❦  ❦ 
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Date Book.Page Grantor (Seller) Grantee (Buyer)

June 30, 2020 63268.216 Robert M. McKittrick and 
Megan E. Barry

Current owner


October 17, 2017 58786.344 Greg and Kristen McNiff Robert M. McKittrick and 
Megan E. Barry

June 26, 2015 54672.151 Roy T. Bishop Greg and Kristen McNiff

March 12, 1976 8855.432 Roy T. Bishop and Jill E. 
Anderson

Roy T. Bishop

February 10, 1973 8605.659 Muriel Rich Litchfield, 
formerly Muriel Rich, of 
Wolfsboro, New Hampshire

Roy T. Bishop and Jill E. 
Anderson

October 23, 1917 4064.58 David F. Hartford (Refs. 
Estate of Mary S. Hartford, 
Suffolk Probate case 
407217)

Emma C. Rich

April 14, 1887 1767.173 George Derby Welles Mary S. Hartford




