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Questions Asked: 

• What is known about the original owner?

• Was the house part of a larger real estate development at the time it was built?

• Who else has owned or lived in the house over the years and what is known about them?

• Does the house sit on all of its original land? If not, when and in what way did the lot size

change?

The house at 23 Samoset Street was built on land that belonged to Rev. Leonard Withington in 

1874. This can be seen on the georeferenced atlas at 

right, where the 59,091 square foot parcel that would be 

sold in 1897 by Rev. Withington’s daughter, Harriet 

Sherburne Withington, is bordered on the north by land 

of Henry Clapp, west by the New York, New Haven & 

Hartford railroad and south by the Welles estate, which 

was already marked for subdivision into house lots. 
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Leonard Withington was born in Dorchester in 1789. He completed an apprenticeship as a printer 

before entering Yale as a sophomore, and while there he made a 

decision to enter the ministry. Upon his graduation in 1814, he 

studied with Yale President, Timothy Dwight and with Rev. Dr. 

John Codman, who was the first minister of the Second Church in 

Dorchester. Rev. Withington was ordained as pastor of the First 

Church in Newbury, where he continued to serve until his death in 

1885. In 1817, he married Sophia Sherburne, who died in 1826. In 

1827, he married Caroline Noyes.1 

 

Harriet Sherburne Withington was born in Newbury in 1836. 

Harriet was educated in Newbury and is listed as a junior in the 

“Female Department” at the Putnam Free School, in that school’s 

student list of 1853. She never married and on the 1880 census, she 

is listed as living in Newbury, with her father. In 1910, she was living with her sister, Sarah, and 

Sarah’s husband, James C. Coleman, in Newburyport. Harriet Withington died in Newburyport in 

1915 and is buried there, in Oak Hill Cemetery. 

 

In 1897, Harriet sold the entire 59,091 square foot parcel east of the railroad tracks, to Edward 

Gately, who hired William Kelly to draw up a plan to subdivide the land into house lots. 

[Attachment 1] The house at 23 Samoset Street would occupy lot 3 on this plan. A street is shown 

on the plan, named “Gately Street,” which was laid out in 1897, and continues to be shown on 

atlases through 1918. By 1933, it has disappeared, likely when the elementary school and convent 

were built for St. Mark’s parish. 

 

Edward Gately was born in Dorchester in 1854 and was raised in Athol, Massachusetts. He was a 

successful merchant, with a variety of business interests, including publishing, merchandizing and 

real estate. At the time of his death in 1904 at the age of 49, he was reported 

to be one of the wealthiest residents of Newton, where he had lived for 

more than twenty-five years. In 1883, he married Ann Brennan and the 

couple had five children. His Boston Globe obituary on February 3, 1904, 

stated “In addition to his business interests, Mr. Gately was one of the 

largest real estate owners in this vicinity, with extensive property interests 

in Newton, Dorchester and Winthrop. He was also largely interested in the 

mining industry of Colorado.” Although Edward Gately had suffered from 

Bright’s disease (a historic classification for what we would today call 

acute and chronic nephritis), his death at such an early age was 

unexpected. With such a diverse estate, it likely took some time for it to 

be fully probated. In 1913, his widow, Annie E. Gately, sold lots one through four on the Kelly 

plan, to John Burrill Sharpe. 

 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_Withington  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonard_Withington
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John Burrill Sharpe was born in Boston in 1874, and on the 1880 census, he is the sixth of John 

and Elizabeth Sharpe’s seven children. At that time, the family was living in Malden and John 

Sharpe Sr. was a confectioner. By 1900, they had moved to Dorchester and were living on Leroy 

Street. In 1903, John Burrill Sharpe married Isabella E. Gardner, and by 1910, the couple was 

living on Draper Street. J. Burrill Sharpe initially applied for a building permit for 23 Samoset 

Street on March 22, 1912, but for some reason, that permit was abandoned. He filed a second 

application on November 12, 1913. The permit was granted on November 19, 1913 and the 

building inspector signed off on May 4, 1914, indicating in his report that the house was completed 

on April 29, 1914. [Attachment 2] 

 

On the permit application, Sharpe listed himself as the owner and architect and listed D. J. 

MacLean as the mechanic (builder). Every record associated with John Burrill Sharpe indicates 

that he was a plumber by trade. Building permits frequently list the builder or owner as the architect 

when a trained architect was not involved in the project. That most certainly was the case here. 

 

Daniel John MacLean was born in Inverness County, Nova Scotia, in 1876, and arrived in the 

United States in 1896. He became a United States citizen in 1918. On the 1900 census, Daniel J. 

MacLean is listed as single, living on Kilton Street in Dorchester, as a boarder. On June 20, 1900, 

he married Margaret Morrison in Boston, and by 1910, the family – Daniel, Margaret and eight-

year-old Annie – were living at 142 Spencer Street. Daniel J. MacLean (sometimes spelled 

McLean) is listed in Boston Directories from 1911 well into the 1950s as a builder and carpenter, 

and lived for many years at 9 Regina Road in Dorchester. Land records list a number of purchases 

by Daniel MacLean between 1911 and 1920. No doubt, he continued to buy, build, and sell 

property in Dorchester well after that, but online indices 

are not available for later years. He was a member of the 

Dorchester Builders’, Brokers’ and Trades Association 

and was included in a report in the Dorchester Beacon 

on August 1, 1914, on the annual outing of that group at 

Nantasket. Daniel John MacLean died in Dorchester on 

February 11, 1959. His obituary appeared in the Boston 

Globe on February 13th. 

 

In 1915, J. Burrill Sharpe sold lots 3 and 4, then both improved by houses, to Edward Everett 

Hardy. There is no evidence that Edward E. Hardy and his wife, Isabel, ever lived at 23 Samoset 

Street. Their home in 1910 was at 5 Lindsey Street and it continued to be so in 1920. On the 1920 

census, he is listed as a partner in a wholesale jewelry business, so it seems likely that he bought 

the property for investment. Five years later, he sold it to Annie Murphy. Annie Murphy, having 

never lived in the house, sold it a year later to Lillian M. and Mary E. Curran. 

 

Lillian and Mary Curran were sisters who, together with their brother, Louis, a physician, and his 

wife, Ann, appear on the 1922 Residents List for 23 Samoset Street. However, they sold the house 

in 1923 to Michael L. and Mary Ann Healy, so their tenure in the house was short. The Healy 

family would go on to own the house through two generations, a period of a half century. 
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Michael L. Healy was born on April 14, 1862, in Killinvoy, County Roscommon, Ireland to Patrick 

Healy and Bridget (Dolan). He arrived in the United States around 1881, and married Mary Ann 

Gately, also from Roscommon, in 1890, in Boston. By 1900, the family was living at 19 Maryland 

Street in Savin Hill, in a house that they owned, with two children – Catherine, age 9 and Arthur 

J., age 2. On the 1900 census, Michael’s occupation is listed as fruit dealer. In 1910, still on 

Maryland Street, Michael is listed as a delivery clerk for a department store. Catherine, then 19, 

was working as a stenographer in an office. A third child, Edwin F., age 7, is now in the family. 

Michael and Mary Ann Healy had a fourth child, Joseph, who died in 1896, just under two years 

of age.  

 

By 1920, the family had grown considerably. Catherine had married Francis J. Newell, and the 

couple had two children by 1920, Charles A., 3, and Robert F., 1. This brought the household to a 

total of 8 people. Michael was working as a chauffeur in the trucking industry, Arthur, then 22, 

was working as a clerk in an express company where Edwin, 16, was also employed as a helper. 

Francis Newell was a fireman. Catherine and Mary Ann, as married women, were full-time 

homemakers, as would have been the norm in this era. 

 

While a record was located that documented Michael Healy’s purchase of 19 Maryland Street in 

1894 (when it was known as Leeds Street), the 1925 Residents List indicates that the family had 

lived at 50 Sudan Street the previous year. That was the address of his daughter, Catherine and her 

husband, so perhaps the house at 19 Maryland Street was sold before the family was ready to move 

into 23 Samoset Street. 

 

In 1932, Michael and Mary Ann Healy purchased 44 Lyndhurst Street in Dorchester. It appears 

that they initially used the house as rental property, as they continued to live at 23 Samoset Street. 

However, by 1940 Francis Newell, Catherine (then spelling her name Katherine or Kathryn), and 

two of their then five children, Robert and Francis, were living at 44 Lyndhurst Street. 

 

Mary Ann Healy died in 1935, Her obituary in the 

Boston Globe on June 12th indicates that the funeral was 

from her home, with a Mass at St. Mark’s Church.  

 

Michael Healy died the following year and his obituary 

appeared in the Boston Globe on December 18th. The 

funeral was from Catherine’s home on Sydney Street.  

 

It is interesting to note that in the period when Michael and Mary Ann Healy owned and lived in 

23 Samoset Street, there were no permitted repairs or alterations. In 1921, Annie Murphy had a 

two-car garage built, but there were no permits requested between then and 1947. It is possible 

that the house was just in such excellent condition that nothing was needed, and equally possible 

that repairs and alterations were made without a permit, but generally, we would expect to see 
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repairs to porches, gutters, and perhaps roofing on a house through a 26-year period. This may be 

a harbinger of things to come. 

 

Of the three Healy children, the youngest, Edwin, seems to have left Dorchester first. He married 

Clementina (Tina) Gianetti in 1926, and by 1930, they were living in Allston, where Edwin was a 

letter carrier. They had an infant son, Paul. By 1940, they were living in Arlington, with four young 

boys, and would remain there until the 1970s when they moved to Yarmouth, on Cape Cod. Edwin 

Healy died in Barnstable in 1981. 

 

Following Mary Ann’s death, Michael Healy added Arthur J. Healy’s name to the titles of both 

properties – 44 Lyndhurst Street and 23 Samoset Street. After Michael’s death in 1936, Arthur set 

up a trust, and as trustee, he transferred the title for 44 Lyndhurst Street to his sister, Catherine 

Newell. He then transferred the title for 23 Samoset Street to himself and Edwin Healy.  

 

Catherine and Francis Newell continued to live at 44 Lyndhurst Street until 1956, when they sold 

the house and moved to Mattapan. Catherine Healy Newell died in 1972. Because of a gap in the 

title due to a missing book and page number, it wasn’t possible to determine how the ownership 

of 23 Samoset Street changed between 1940 and 1973. What is known is that Arthur remained an 

owner of record through that period.  

 

Initially, it appears that Arthur made some effort to maintain the house. In 1947, a permit was 

granted to repair the front porch steps, including new stringers and treads. In 1952, a permit was 

requested for “side wall and minor repairs on stairs.” While it’s not clear exactly what this work 

was, the cost was estimated at $890. In 1956, a permit was requested to replace a 15-foot gutter, 

replace porch flooring where needed, repair a porch rail, and replace approximately two window 

sashes. In 1959, Arthur requested a permit to jack up the rear porches on the right corner, install 

new end timber, repair the railing on the second floor, put iron brackets under the joists, and repair 

a post at the front steps. While this may sound like a description of an absentee landlord making 

minimally required repairs, it should be noted that Arthur J. Healy, his wife, Catherine E. 

(McMorrow), and their children were living at 23 Samoset Street.  

 

According to Boston Directory listings, Arthur seems to have lived in West Newton for a period 

around 1911-1917, then returned to Boston. By 1921, he is listed at 19 Maryland Street, then at 50 

Sydney Street, before settling in at 23 Samoset Street when his parents bought the house. Arthur 

married Catherine McMorrow in 1937 and, for a couple of years, the couple seems to have lived 

at 50 Sydney Street. They then moved to 422 Columbia Road early in the 1940s and to Auburndale 

for a couple of years after that. From 1946 until 1975, the family is listed at 23 Samoset Street. 

They had two children – Vincent Arthur Healy, born in 1942, and Margaret Healy, born in 1944. 

 

By April of 1975, Arthur and Catherine were listed in the Boston Directory as living at 12 Ashmont 

Street. On that date, the City of Boston issued a violation for the following conditions at 23 

Samoset Street: “Maintenance owner responsibility. Front porches in poor condition, post out of 

plumb, cross beam on third floor rotted, front porch stringers rotted, rear steps, concrete falling 



6 

 

apart. Garage in rear – doors and windows broken and missing and is being vandalized.” On the 

building inspector’s report, he notes that the house is vacant. Further notes from the building 

inspector indicate that the City took Arthur and Catherine to court on August 14, 1975 and that the 

case was closed on October 3rd, after the house was boarded up on October 1st. The house at 23 

Samoset Street seems to have become one of Dorchester’s abandoned houses in the 1970s. 

 

An article in the Dorchester Reporter on July 10, 2019, written by community activist, Lew Finfer, 

describes this difficult period in Dorchester’s history. 

 

In the 1970s, Dorchester was plagued by hundreds and hundreds of abandoned 

buildings. Bank redlining schemes meant it was harder to get financing for many. 

It was impossible to get loans in parts of Dorchester because lenders said parts of 

the neighborhood were deteriorating, which was often due in part to banks refusing 

to offer loans for home-improvements…Abandoned buildings were a big issue for 

us, because they were frequent targets for arsonists. The fires endangered nearby 

buildings and the people who lived there. They were also targets for vandals and 

thieves. And, the results lowered property values for everyone.2 

 

On May 27, 1976, the City issued another violation for the garage, which was vacant and “open to 

trespass and to the elements.” Arthur Healy was instructed to request a permit to raze the garage. 

A note follows in September – “work not yet started.” This was followed by a report on May 5, 

1977 – “building razed.” It isn’t clear whether Arthur and Catherine were unwilling or unable to 

care for 23 Samoset Street.  

 

While access to the City’s Land Court records is not possible online, there is an Instrument of 

Taking recorded in 1973, which would indicate that Arthur and Catherine had stopped paying 

taxes, in addition to the lack of maintenance. Finally, in 1977, the City foreclosed on the house 

and sold it to Paul G. Roiff, Dunster Realty Trust. 

 

Paul G. Roiff is a major real estate developer and investor. A search of the Massachusetts Secretary 

of State’s corporate database associates Paul G. Roiff with 37 different corporations. A similar 

search of the Suffolk County Registry of Deeds for Paul G. Roiff yields the message – too many 

results, try limiting your search. When limited by grantor only, the result is limited to only the first 

1,000 results. Mr. Roiff appears equally active in Rhode Island where, in 2012, he apparently 

purchased the Newport estate formerly owned by Claus Von Bulow, for more than $13million. He 

is a graduate of Boston University and Suffolk Law School. He is the president of a real estate 

company named Heath Properties and also co-owns a number of restaurants in Boston including 

Mistral, Mooo, Teatro and Sorellina as well as the XV Beacon hotel.  

 

While absentee landlords are perhaps not Dorchester’s owners of choice, in this case, Roiff’s 

Dunster Realty Trust might have had the financial resources to do the work necessary to make the 

 
2 https://www.dotnews.com/columns/2019/back-story-old-house-pilot  

https://www.dotnews.com/columns/2019/back-story-old-house-pilot
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house habitable again, in a period where ordinary homeowners were having difficulty getting 

loans, due to redlining. Unfortunately, that isn’t exactly how things turned out. 

 

In 1977, after the sale to Roiff, a permit was requested to upgrade the electrical systems from 30 

amps to 100-amp service. It is difficult to imagine how three apartments could have functioned on 

30-amp service. There is nothing to indicate the work was actually done. Another permit was 

requested to provide three new kitchens and baths, at an estimated cost of $8,000. However, there 

is an inspector’s note dated February 25, 1980, stating that the work was never done.  

 

In July of 1978, the City issued a violation to Dunster Realty Trust and Paul G. Roiff, stating that 

the building at 23 Samoset Street was unsafe, that the windows were broken/missing and that the 

building was open to trespass and the elements. They also note that the rear porches were in need 

of repair. The City required that the building be either repaired or razed.  

 

By September, 1978, the neighbors had complained, and the city issued the following violation – 

“The house is abandoned, open, and kids are getting into it, creating a fire hazard.” Mr. Roiff’s 

response to these issues appears to have been to shift the ownership of the house to a different 

realty trust – Altrick Realty Trust, with a “new owner”, James Cooley. In October, 1978, Altrick 

Realty requested a permit to sheetrock walls and ceilings, install new door frames, and do electrical 

and plumbing work. 

 

In 1979, none of the work described above had been done and the City filed a new violation against 

Altrick Realty. The property was then transferred to Herbert Roiff, to whom another violation was 

issued, and lastly, to Mary T. Gobiel, to whom still another violation was issued. The various 

owners of record were called into court by an increasingly frustrated City of Boston. No doubt, the 

neighbors were beyond frustrated with this situation. Sadly, this, too, is a pattern that has been 

seen way too often in Dorchester.  

 

In April of 1985, Henry Gobiel, presumably Mary’s husband, requested a permit to do extensive 

renovations. The City responded with a request for additional information, informing him that the 

application would be deemed to be abandoned if the information was not provided. Apparently, it 

wasn’t, and another violation was issued for working without a permit. Finally, by November, 

1985, things seemed to be on track and some improvements appear to have been made. The 

majority of improvements to this property, however, seem to have been made by the current 

homeowner. 

 

The house at 23 Samoset Street is a survivor. It sits on all of its original 4,859 square feet of land. 

It was once a twin of 31 Samoset Street but has lost its front porches, which would have once 

provided outdoor space for tenants on every floor. It still has its cornice, with the original dentil 

brackets, its hexagonal front bay, and the side bay that provides additional light to rooms on that 

side of the house. The current owner has chosen appropriate period colors and accented the detail 

of the cornice. The house is once again an asset to the neighborhood. Daniel J. MacLean would be 

pleased to see it. 
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Title Search 

 

         Grantee                           Grantor       Book      Page Date          Notes 

 

Ardis Vaughn 

Mary T. Gobiel, Trs. 

23 Samoset Renewal 

Trust 

 

12835 

 

176 

 

9/5/1986 

 

Mary T. Gobiel, Trs. 23 

Samoset Renewal Trust 

 

Paul G. Roiff 

 

9421 

 

181 

 

4/16/1980 

 

 

Paul G. Roiff 

 

Herbert A. Roiff 

 

9403 

 

2 

 

3/20/1980 

 

Foreclosure Deed 

 

Herbert A. Roiff 

James M. Cooley 

Altrick Realty Trust 

 

9083 

 

419 

 

8/9/1978 

 

Mortgage Deed 

James M. Cooley 

Altrick Realty Trust 

Paul G. Roiff Dunster 

Realty Trust 

 

9083 

 

418 

 

8/9/1978 

 

Paul G. Roiff Dunster 

Realty Trust 

 

City of Boston 

 

8956 

 

337 

 

5/25/1977 

 

 

City of Boston 

Arthur J. & Catherine 

E. Healy 

 

8640 

 

371 

 

7/16/1973 

Instrument of Taking 

Land Court #52230 

Gap in Records      

Arthur J. & Edwin F. 

Healy 

 

Arthur J. Healy Trs. 

 

5844 

 

498 

 

3/20/1940 

 

 

Arthur J. Healy, Trs 

 

Pauline M. Mondello 

 

5691 

 

448 

 

10/11/1937 

 

 

Pauline M. Mondello 

 

Arthur J. Healy 

 

5691 

 

447 

 

10/11/1937 

 

Michael L. Healy & 

Arthur J. Healy 

 

Michael L. Healy 

 

5537 

 

335 

 

7/16/1935 

 

Michael L. and Mary Ann 

Healy 

 

Lillian M. Curran et al 

 

4471 

 

30 

 

5/24/1923 

 

 

Lillian M. Curran et al 

 

Annie Murphy 

 

4328 

 

192 

 

11/10/1921 

 

 

Annie Murphy 

 

Edward E. Hardy 

 

4216 

 

286 

 

5/1/1920  

 

Lot 3 

 

Edward E. Hardy 

John B. Sharpe a//k/a 

J. Burrill Sharpe 

 

3877 

 

230 

 

4/30/1915 

 

Lots 3 & 4 

 

J. Burrill Sharpe 

Annie E. Gately, Trs., 

Edward Gately 

 

3722 

 

601 

 

4/17/1913 

Lots 1-4 – 23 Samoset is 

lot 3 

 

Plan by William Kelly 

 

2525 

 

end 

 

8/10/1897 

 

 

Edward Gately 

 

Harriet S. Withington 

 

2447 

 

97 

 

6/5/1897 

Father - Leonard 

Withington - 59,091 ft. 
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Attachment 1 – 1897 Plan by William Kelly 
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Attachment 2 – Building Permit 
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Attachment 2 continued 
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Attachment 2 continued – Building Inspector’s Report 
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Attachment 2 continued – Inspector’s Detailed Notes 
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