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Questions asked: 
• What is known about the original owner?
• Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her?
• Who was the builder?
• Does the house sit on all of its original land? If not, when and in what way did the lot size

change?

The neighborhood now known as Ashmont Hill had its origins in 1870, 
when George Derby Welles, who was 26 years old and living in Paris, 
inherited extensive landholdings in this area from his grandfather’s estate. 
Welles engaged attorney Edward Ingersoll Browne to be his representative, 
with the responsibility and authority to manage the sale of his property. 
Browne in turn hired the engineer and surveyor H. W. Wilson to draw up a 
plot plan of house lots and streets to begin the process of selling the land. 
Deeds to Ashmont Hill properties to this day include the original lot 
number(s) and a reference to “Plan No. 1 of Geo. D. Welles….dated May 1, 
1871 by Henry W. Wilson, Engineer and Surveyor….” in the description of 
the property. 
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On October 2, 1893, George Derby Welles and his wife, Armandine V. Welles, through their attorney 
Edward Ingersoll Browne, deeded Lot 19, as bounded and described on Plan No. 1, to Jacob Wentworth 
of Boston for $1,596.41. (Welles to Wentworth Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 2155.598) 

Talbot Avenue did not exist on the 1871 plan. However, a plan for this new street, dated April 15, 1893, 
was made by Henry W. Wilson (now termed Civil Engineer) to create a Talbot Avenue subdivision. The 
new plan altered a number of building lots in this area, and for reasons that aren’t clear, an additional 
five-foot strip of land was sold to Jacob Wentworth that ran along the eastern edge of lot 19 and 
contained 787.15 square feet of land. (September 24, 1896 from W. Ashford Lent and Jessie M. Lent 
2390.91 to Jacob Wentworth 2390.91, described as “a parcel of land southerly by Welles Avenue 5 ft, 
westerly by land of Wentworth 157.43 ft, northerly by land of Harriet Wallis and others 5 feet, and 
easterly by lots 40 and 36 157.43 feet containing 787.15, being a portion of lots 40 and 36.”) As a result 
of this purchase, the documented lot size of 48 Welles Avenue increased from 6248 square feet to 7035 
square feet, and the description of “Parcel II” appears on all subsequent deeds. 

1894 Insurance Atlas showing 68 Welles Avenue 1898 Insurance Atlas showing 68 Welles Avenue 

The sale by George Welles to Jacob Wentworth was noted in the 
“Real Estate Matters” column of the Dorchester Beacon 
newspaper the week after the sale. Then in May of 1894, the 
Dorchester Beacon, in its “Shawmut” column, reported that “Mr. 
Jacob Wentworth of Roxbury is having a handsome colonial 
residence built on Welles avenue. Mr. Eaton, the well-known 
architect and builder, will have charge of it.” 
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The Application for Permit to Build was submitted to the Boston Inspector of Buildings by Joseph G. 
Eaton of 8 Atlantic Street on May 10, 1894. The plans were approved on May 15, and the permit was 
granted on May 19. On July 18, 1894 Wentworth gave a mortgage to George W. Snow with the phrase 
"with the dwelling house thereon now in process of erection.” (July 18, 1894 from Jacob Wentworth to 
George W. Snow 2213.406, lot 19 together with the dwelling house thereon now in process of erection.)  

While a building inspector’s report to document completion of the house is not available, the 1894 
insurance atlas shows the footprint of the house, and tax records for 1894 include both land and 
building, indicating that construction was completed that year. 

George Welles was determined that the character and quality of the houses being built comply with the 
very high standards that he himself set. The deed for 68 Welles Avenue stipulated that for ten years only 
one dwelling house, stable building, and ancillary structure could be built on the property; that no 
building or fence over six feet high could be erected within 20 feet of Welles Avenue (features such as 
porches, cornices, and bay windows could extend into that space); and that no dwelling house “shall be 
inferior in appearance to those heretofore erected by said Welles on Roslin and Harley streets.”* Welles 
also reserved the right during that ten-year period for himself or his agents to enter the property and to 
remove or alter, at the expense of the party at fault, any changes that were made in violation of these 
stipulations. Similar language appears in the deeds to all the house lots sold by Welles. It is not known 
whether he or his agents ever had to exercise this right. 

*This refers to the French mansard “cottages” at 16 Harley Street and 49 Roslin Street that Welles had built in the 
fashionable architectural style of the time, soon after the 1871 plan was completed. 

The Original Owner and His Family 
Jacob Wentworth was born in 1844/5. At age 23, he and May Wilson, age 22, were married in Orleans, 
Mass., on December 7, 1868. Jacob’s residence was listed as Berwick, Maine; May’s was Orleans. (A 
later Census report says she was born in New Hampshire.) Jacob’s occupation was listed as “Painter.”  

In the 1870 Census (dated August 9), Jacob and May lived in South Boston in what appears to be a 
rooming house; Jacob was a Dry Goods Clerk. Their son Charles’s biography in the Harvard Class of 
1894 report says he was born on September 18, 1870, “on Cape Cod,” so May must have been home and 
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quite pregnant when the census taker came to their door, and she presumably went to her parents’ home 
in Orleans to have her baby. 

In the 1880 Census, Jacob and May lived at 28 Sherman Street in Boston’s Ward 21 (Roxbury). He was 
38 years old; his occupation was “Salesman, Dry Goods.” Also in his household were his wife, May, age 
35, and their son, Chas. T. Prior to moving to Welles Avenue, the family lived at 46 Sherman Street in 
Roxbury. 

The 1900 Census confirms that Jacob, age 58, and May, age 55, were living at 68 Welles Avenue, along 
with Hannah Johnson, age 25, who had immigrated from English-speaking Canada (i.e. not Quebec) and 
was listed as Servant/Cook. In the 1910 Census, the family was still at 68 Welles Avenue (with no cook), 
and Jacob was listed as a leather merchant. Charles, age 39 and a public school teacher, and his wife, 
Hannah, age 37, were also in residence; although not listed, they had a daughter, Marion, who was born 
in 1906. (See below for more about Charles.) 

The Boston Directories of 1893 and 1894 list Jacob Wentworth as “supt.” at 450 Washington Street, 
which was the address of the Jordan Marsh department store. In 1900 he is listed as “buyer” at the same 
address, and then specifically at Jordan Marsh & Co., and dealing in “dry goods.” He appears in City of 
Boston business directories from 1897 through 1916 with the occupation of either “Commission, 
Salesman” or “Commercial Merchant.” Thus it seems likely that he spent most of his working life in 
various positions at Jordan Marsh & Co. 

Jacob Wentworth died on October 31, 1927, in his 86th year. Services were held at his home on 
November 2, with the request “Please omit flowers.”  A newspaper notice dated December 8, 1927, 
stated that the administrator of his estate was Charles T. Wentworth of 8 Carruth Street, Dorchester, 
Mass. Jacob’s heirs, May, Charles, and Hannah, sold 68 Welles Avenue to May Lambert Voye of Boston 
on March 14, 1931. Herbert M. Voye and and Hannah Lambert Voye, his wife “in her own right,” 
granted a mortgage in the amount of $5,000 to the Massachusetts Cooperative Bank.  

About Charles 
Charles T. Wentworth, age 29, of 68 Welles Avenue, married Hanzie A. (sic) Denison, 27, of Mechanics 
Falls, ME, on July 2, 1899. Although Charles and Hannah (in all other listings she is Hannah Adnah) 
lived at 68 Welles Avenue according to the 1910 Census, the Boston List of Residents has them at 8 
Carruth Street in 1909. Hannah’s mother had purchased the Carruth Street house in 1902; in 1921 
Charles and Hannah purchased the house from her mother for a dollar. Charles had an impressive career 
as an educator. He attended Roxbury Latin School and graduated from English High School, then 
entered MIT in the Class of 1892, where he studied mining engineering. He decided he didn’t care for 
the subject so transferred to Harvard, where he entered as a junior in the Class of 1894, graduating with 
Final Honors in History. He received a Master’s in History from Harvard, where he was also a teaching 
fellow, then taught at the University of Wisconsin, MIT, and Fall River High School. In 1900 he began 
teaching at Dorchester High School, where he was head of the History Department from 1901 until his 
death in 1937. Hannah sold 8 Carruth Street in 1938. 
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The Architect and Builder 
The 1894 building permit for 68 Welles Avenue lists Joseph G. Eaton of 8 Atlantic Street, South Boston, 
as both architect and builder. Eaton was born in 1844 in Searsport, Maine, which was a major 
shipbuilding center on Penobscot Bay. In both the 1850 and 1860 Census, his father, Otis Eaton, listed 
his occupation as Joiner, so Joseph must have grown up around people who knew how to build, whether 
it was boats or buildings.  

In the 1880 Census Joseph, age 36 and single, was a boarder at 139 Dorchester Street in Dorchester and 
his occupation was carpenter. On December 21, 1881, Joseph, now 37, married Elvina E. Merrill, age 
23, who born in Richmond, Maine, but whose family was living in Boston by 1860. A son, Frederick 
Albert Eaton, was born in February 1883; he died three weeks later.  

City directories show Joseph and Elvina living in Ward 15 (South Boston) in 1900 and 1910. This is 
confirmed by the 1910 Census, which lists them at 8 Atlantic Street in South Boston, from which Joseph 
ran his business; he listed his occupation as Carpenter and the “general nature” of his work was 
“Buildings.” Two additional residents at that address in 1910 were Mary C. Merrill, Elvina’s mother, a 
widow, who had “Own Income,” and John A. Merrill, Elvina’s unmarried brother, whose occupation was 
“superintendent, bedding factory.” Atlantic Street is a block-long street that runs between East 4th Street 
and Thomas Park in South Boston; 8 Atlantic Street is still there.  

According to Boston City Directories, from 1912 on the Eatons were homeowners at 15 Nelson Street in 
Dorchester, with Joseph still identified as a carpenter. (Nelson Street is near the intersection of Norfolk 
Street and Morton Street.)  Joseph died in 1926, but Elvina continued to live at that address until 1939.  

Little information was found regarding Eaton’s work, but it is likely that he was among the many 
builders who provided their own house designs, whether from a pattern book or drawing on previous 
experience, during this period of intense residential development in Boston. One brief article from the 
South Boston Inquirer, March 17, 1906, informs of the following: 

!5



Source Materials: 
City of Boston Historical Building Permits 
Dorchester Historical Society Insurance Atlas Collection 
Family Search genealogical website for Suffolk County Tax Records, Part 2, valuation books,    
 1822-1918, also Deeds 
Massachusetts Marriages, 1841-1915 
My Heritage genealogical website for U.S. Federal Census 1850-1920, family trees, City of Boston   
 directories, newspaper articles 
Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 

!6



Vicki Rugo


Vicki Rugo


Vicki Rugo
7



Vicki Rugo
8



Vicki Rugo


Vicki Rugo
9



Vicki Rugo
10



Vicki Rugo
11




