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• What is known about the original owner?
• Did an architect design the house? If so, who was it and what is known about him/her?
• Who was the builder?
• What alterations (structural or cosmetic) have been made to the house since it was built?

The neighborhood now known as Ashmont Hill had its origins in 
1870, when George Derby Welles, who was 26 years old and 
living in Paris, inherited extensive landholdings in this area from 
his grandfather’s estate. Welles engaged attorney Edward 
Ingersoll Browne to be his representative, with the responsibility 
and authority to manage the sale of his property. Browne in turn 
hired the engineer and surveyor H. W. Wilson to draw up a plot 
plan of house lots and streets to begin the process of selling the 
land. Deeds to Ashmont Hill properties to this day include the 
original lot number(s) and a reference to “Plan No. 1 of Geo. D. 
Welles….dated May 1, 1871 by Henry W. Wilson, Engineer and 
Surveyor….” in the description of the property. 
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The First Owners…although it took a while 
On June 8, 1884, George Derby Welles and his wife, Armandine V. 
Welles, through their attorney Edward Ingersoll Browne, deeded lots 73 
and 74, at Roslin and Harley streets, as bounded and described on Plan 
No. 1, to to Florence M. Cain et ux. Each lot comprised 7500 square feet. 
(1884 atlas, right) To tell the history of 26 Harley Street, it is necessary to 
go back a decade or so to the first house, and first occupants, on lots 73 
and 74. (See  complete ownership history with deed references on page 
11.) 
 
The architect Edwin J. Lewis, Jr. designed a number of houses in the 
immediate neighborhood for members of the Hartford family, who lived 
on the other corner of Roslin and Harley streets. While no building 
permit is available for confirmation, based on the architectural style it 
seems likely that the Cains also engaged Lewis to design a new house for 
them on the recently purchased lots. The construction project appears to 
have taken a while: the City’s tax records for both 1885 and 1886 list the 
property as including “Land and Cellar.” Not until 1887 do the tax 
records list a house on the property, with the occupant (only men were 
listed) Ariel M. Cain, who had moved from Richmond Street and was a 
furniture manufacturer. Florence M. Cain was listed as the owner, as 
indicated on the 1889 atlas, right. (Note that the mapmaker put the 
footprint of the house in the middle of the two lots, which was not its 
actual placement, as later maps will show.) 

Ariel M. Cain was born in 1845 in Dorchester; Florence M. 
(Bates) Cain was born in Medford. The 1850 Census of the Cain 
family, when Ariel was 5, listed a number of their neighbors in 
Lower Mills (possibly on Sanford Street) as cabinetmakers, as 
was Ariel’s father. Military records indicate that Ariel served in 
the Civil War, 1861 to 1865, in the 42nd Regiment of the 
Massachusetts Infantry; if he entered when the war started, he 
would have been all of 16. In 1870, Ariel was working with his 
father and his brother, all as cabinetmakers, an occupation he 
continued to pursue for the next thirty years. His father died in 
1883, but subsequent City directories in which Ariel was 
listed indicate that the business continued as M.W. Cain and 
Son, with offices and salesroom at 69 Merrimac Street in the 
Bulfinch Triangle in Boston (which was the center of 
furniture sales for many years) and the factory on Temple 
Street in Lower Mills. They used postcards as well as 
newspaper ads (right) as a means of promoting the business.  
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Ariel and Florence were married in Boston in 1870. According to the 1880 Census, the family 
lived on Richmond Street in Lower Mills and included Ariel, age 35 and a furniture 
manufacturer; Florence, age 29; son Leslie M., age 7; and son Herbert A., age 5. A daughter, 
Helen, was born in 1880 but died a few days after birth.  
 
In the 1900 Census, the residents of 58 Roslin 
Street, as the new house had been numbered, 
included Ariel Cain, age 55; Florence M. 
Cain, age 49; and their son, Herbert, age 26, 
who was a lumber salesman. Son Leslie had 
married Marion Lincoln in 1898, and in 1900 
they were living in with her parents at 699 
Adams Street in Dorchester. Leslie had set out 
on his own; a news item in the Dorchester 
Beacon of September 29, 1893, announced his 
new business endeavor. Herbert married Lillian May Dyer in October 1900; he died in 1904.  

It is worth noting that Ariel was not listed as a manufacturer of furniture or with any other 
occupation in the 1900 census. Whether the demand for office furniture had faded, or he had 
trouble finding employees, or he felt too old 
to continue, in any case he had closed his 
business. He had placed an ad in the April 
8, 1898, Boston Globe for a “young man” 
to work in the factory, and later that 
year he had advertised his factory 
TO LET (Boston Globe, October 30, 
1898). He found a tenant to lease the 
building, but a few years later (1904) 
a serious fire left the building in 
ruins; it had been occupied by a 
business that manufactured rubber 
cement. The property was ultimately 
sold years later as part of Florence 
Cain’s estate.  

On May 29, 1901, permit applications were submitted to the City of 
Boston’s Building Department for two essentially identical two-
family houses on the Cains’ property, one on Harley Street near 
Roslin and the other on Roslin Street near Harley. The architect was 
listed as George L. Cook, the builder was W.U. Sherman. A small 
hand-drawn plan on the form indicated the location of each house. 
(See building permit, pages 12/13.) 
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In an interesting coincidence of timing, the Boston Globe of May 29, 1901, carried a story about 
the Boston Street Superintendent’s new plan that would “compel the corporations which are 
allowed to open the streets to put them in proper condition after they have finished their 
work….” Inspectors assigned to specific districts would regularly check the streets and report 
defects, and Ariel M. Cain was one of the newly appointed street inspectors in this program. He 
was listed in City directories in the position of street inspector until 1914, the year of his death.  

The Architect 
Little information could be found about George L. Cook, the architect whose name appears on 
both building permits. He was born in 1873 in New Hampshire. In 1880, George, age 7, and his 
parents, James and Ella, lived at 222 Gold Street in South Boston, along with James’s mother 
and sister; James was a hardware dealer. The only indication of any artistic leanings is in the 
account of the English High School graduation in the Boston Globe of June 24, 1891, where 
George, a member of the graduating class, received a first prize for drawing. Presumably he 
apprenticed in an architectural office before setting out on his own. However George Cook was 
trained, in both 26 Harley Street and 60 Roslin Street he designed fine examples of Colonial 
Revival architecture, and no. 26 in particular has retained all of its original character and detail. 

In 1900, George and his parents lived at 502 Adams Street in Dorchester (which was also his 
business address on the 1901 building permit application) and his occupation was architect. This 
small article in the Dorchester Beacon, 
May 20, 1905, about a house he designed 
on Wellesley Park, gives his address as 518 
Dudley Street; this is the only article found 
that mentions a project in which he was 
involved or that street address. (Two other 
George L. Cooks appeared frequently in 
the newspapers of the time. One was a cyclists of some note and the other was an active member 
of a Masonic organization; it wasn’t possible to tie either of these men to George L. Cook, 
architect.) He was listed in City directories as draughtsman and later as architect, at 502 Adams 
Street with his parents, then just his mother, until 1943, when he and his mother lived on Talbot 
Avenue. In 1945, he was listed alone at 515 Talbot Avenue and his occupation was watchman.  

The Builder 
William Uysses Sherman was born in 1869, as was his wife, Lydia. 
They were married in 1898, and in 1900 they lived at 27 Thetford 
Avenue in Dorchester; his occupation was builder. In 1904, William 
purchase a 25,000 sf lot “with large frame dwelling house” at the 
corner of Lyndhurst and Washington streets. He had the house (the 
former Dorchester Academy) moved to face Lyndhurst Street; in 
1910, the family lived in the house, now 18 Lyndhurst, and included 
William, Lydia, 9-year-old son Howard, William’s parents, and a 
servant who was from Sweden. William’s father was also a builder. 
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William also built two brick apartment buildings 
on the property. Nos. 12-14 Lyndhurst Street 
received notice (right) in the Boston Transcript, 
November 19, 1904; 4-8 Lyndhurst was built in 
1906. Both buildings still stand on Lyndhurst 
Street, with No. 18 next door. 

No. 18 Lyndhurst was also William’s business address. The 
houses at 26 Harley and 60 Roslin were built fairly early in his 
career; as time went on he operated on a much larger scale, as 
the news clips below suggest. The long article is from a special 
section in the Dorchester Beacon, June 28, 1913, titled 
“Dorchester’s Rapid Strides in Real Estate and Building,” that 
featured a number of local builders.  
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The Cains Move to Harley Street 
The building permits suggest that both 26 Harley and 60 Roslin 
were completed at the end of 1901. (See page 12.) All three 
buildings were listed in the 1902 tax records, and the Cains first 
appeared in the City directory at 26 Harley Street in 1902. The 
Cains rented the other apartment to William N. Goodwin and his 
wife. The Goodwins had two children in the next few years: the 
1910 Census lists the two households at 26 Harley as consisting 
of Ariel (age 64) and Florence (58) Cain and a servant in one 
apartment, and William and Fanny Goodwin (ages 40 and 33, 
respectively), and their children, Newton (age 5) and Priscilla 
(age 2), in the other apartment. As mentioned previously, Ariel 
was an inspector for the Boston Street Department; William 
Goodwin was an insurance broker. The other two houses on the 
property, 58 and 60 Roslin, also had tenants, but as 
indicated on the 1904 atlas (right), and also on the 1910 
and 1918 atlases, all three houses were owned by 
Florence. Sometime between 1912 and 1915, the 
Goodwins moved to West Roxbury and the Bradeen 
family moved in: Mr. and Mrs. Orrin G. Bradeen and 
The Misses Bradeen.  

The Cains participated in various social and 
philanthropic activities while on Harley Street, as 
illustrated by a couple of newsclips from the Dorchester 
Beacon, Feb. 21, 1903 (below) and Feb. 23, 1907 (right). 
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Ariel Cain died on December 
18, 1914. Florence died in 
Montclair, New Jersey on 
March 4, 1918, and was 
buried in the Dorchester 
South Burying Ground. The 
Bradeen family remained in 
the house.  

26 Harley Changes Hands…and Becomes a Rental Property 
A succession of real estate transactions took place in 
November 1919 relating to the disposition of the 
estate of Florence M. Cain. Marion W. Cain (wife of 
son Leslie) as executor deeded lots 73 and 74 
including “the three frame dwellings thereon 
standing” to Thomas F. O’Brien, a Dorchester real 
estate investor. O’Brien in turn deeded to James M. 
Quinn of Fall River “a certain parcel of land with the 
buildings thereon numbered 26 Harley Street…being 
parts of Lots 73 and 74 on a plan of…” etc. O’Brien 
also sold the other two houses, 58 and and 60 Roslin, 
to separate owners. The lot size for each property was 
5000 square feet: the original 15,000 square feet of 
Lots 73 and 74 had tidily, if cozily, divided into three 
separate properties, as can be seen in the 1933 atlas, 
right. 

James M. Quinn was in fact the Rev. James M. Quinn, a Roman Catholic priest who, in 1920, 
age 37 and single (obviously), was an assistant at St. Mary’s Parish in Fall River. He was also the 
brother of Catherine A. Cleary, who, with her husband and several other individuals (two of 
whom had the surname of Quinn), was listed at 26 Harley in the 1922 residents directory, below, 
along with the Bradeen family, who had lived there when the Cains owned the building. (“here” 
indicates that the person lived there the previous year.) 
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Fr. Quinn owned 26 Harley Street for the next 30 years, during which time he served as rector of 
St. Mary’s in Fall River (per 1930 census) and rector of St. John’s in Attleboro (1940 census). 
The occupants of the house evolved over that period, with the one constant being the Cleary 
family, as can be seen in a sampling of resident listings.   

1926 

 

                                                                                                                   
1930 

 

1939 

 

1945 
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Life on Harley Street was not without its little 
excitements, as noted in the Boston Record, 
August 15, 1934. 

Owner-Occupied Once Again 
In March 1949, James M. Quinn deeded 26 Harley Street to his sister, Catherine A. Cleary, and 
for the first time in 30 years the building was owner-occupied, with a full complement of family 
and tenants in residence. 

   
 

 

The following year, Fr. Quinn died at 
his sister’s home, as noted in the 
Boston Record, June 1, 1950. 
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The Cleary family continued to live at 26 Harley into the 1950s. Then, in 1958, Catherine 
O’Leary, wife of Charles O’Leary, deeded the property to Robert and Margaret O’Neill, who 
appeared on the residents list the following year along with new tenants in the other apartment. 

The O’Neills and a succession of tenants occupied the house during the 1960s. In December 
1969, the O’Neills sold the property to Charles E. Davis, who gave a mortgage to the Grove Hall 
Savings Bank.  

While residents lists are not available for the 1970s, based on building permits during that 
decade, Davis and his wife, Marilou, lived in the building, making some improvements such as 
upgrading the electrical service and repairing the front porch. In October 1979, the Grove Hall 
Savings Bank foreclosed on the mortgage to the property. In July 1980, the foreclosure deed was 
conveyed to Kenco Realty Corp. (an entity that was extremely active in Dorchester during that 
period, buying up foreclosed mortgages, providing financing to buyers, etc.). Kenco in turn sold 
the property in October 1980 to Paul E. Slobodian and Kelly Borrowman Slobodian. 

It’s not clear whether the Slobodians ever lived at 26 Harley Street as they were also buying and 
selling other properties. On December 28, 1983, with their residence stated as Rancho Palos 
Verdes, CA, they sold 26 Harley to Donald and Caroline Stahl. 

The Stalls decided to convert the property to two condominiums, which was a novel idea at the 
time. The Master Deed was filed in October 1985 and that same month, Unit 1 was sold to John 
T. (Jay) Larson et ux. The Stahls occupied Unit 2 until 1989, when they sold it to Jenny Russell; 
Jenny and her wife sold that unit to the current owner in 2010. 

The remaining sequence of owners for Unit 1 may be seen in the ownership history on the next 
page. 

Structural or Cosmetic Alterations? 
A review of the building permits revealed no structural or cosmetic alterations. Several owners 
had to undertake repairs to a greater or lesser degree to the front porch (piazza) and steps, along 
with an upgrade to the electrical service, gas fitting for a stove, and replacement of hot water 
heater. That does not mean that no changes were made, only that no permits were filed for them. 

❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ ❦ 
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26 Harley Street Ownership History

Date Book/Page Grantor (seller), Grantee (buyer)

6/8/1885 1680.430 George Derby Welles to Florence M. Cain et ux                       
Lots 73 and 74 at Roslin and Harley Streets, 7500sf each

11/1/1916 3992.252 Florence M. Cain estate to Marion W. Cain - mort

11/8/1919 4179.561 Marion W. Cain (wife of son Leslie Cain): Florence M. Cain 
estate to Thomas F. O’Brien, including "the three frame 
dwellings thereon standing”

11/25/1919 4183.294 Thomas F. O’Brien to James M. Quinn of Fall River “a certain 
parcel of land with the buildings thereon number 26 Harley 
Street…being parts of Lots 73 and 74 on a plan of…”

3/28/1949 6506.499 James M. Quinn, of Attleboro, MA to Catherine A. Cleary

7/1/1958 7321.490 Catherine A. Cleary, wife of Charles F. Cleary to Robert D. 
O’Neill and Margaret B. O’Neill

12/8/1969 8330.385 Robert D. O’Neill and Margaret B. O’Neill to Charles E. Davis, Jr.

12/8/1969 8330.386 Charles E. Davis Jr. mortgage to Grove Hall Savings Bank

10/18/79 9285.328 Foreclosure of mortgage from Charles E. Davis Jr. by Grove Hall 
Savings Bank

7/15/1980 9479.235 Judgement, Land Court, to sell 26 Harley

7/15/1980 9479.236 Evidence of Possession by Grove Hall Savings Bank

7/15/1980 9479.237 Foreclosure Deed:  Grove Hall Savings Bank conveys to Kenco 
Realty Corp. for $23,000

10/21/1980 9571.341 Kenco Realty Corp to Paul E. Slobodian and Kelly Borrowman 
Slobodian

12/28/1983 10707.253 Paul E. Slobodian and Kelly Borrowman Slobodian of Rancho 
Palos Verdes, CA to Donald L and Carolline T. Stahl

7/11/1985 11723.82, 
amended 

11745.150

Condo master deed

10/2/1985 11939.313/14/
15/16

Donald L. Stahl and Caroline T. Stahl to John T. Larson et ux 
(Unit 1)

5/21/1998 22478.183 John T. Larson and Sheila A. Larson to Diane Dednah

3/19/2001 26024.144 Diane L. Dednah to Patrick S. Wheeler and James P. Mullahy

8/13/2010 46778.135 Patrick S. Wheeler and James P. Mullahy to Mary F. Merriam

11/17/2015 55330.278 Mary F. Merriam to Carlos Romay



!12



  

Sources 
Boston Public Library:  Boston Residents Lists 
City of Boston Building Permits via ScerIS 
Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 
Dorchester Historical Society/Dorchester Atheneum for insurance maps 
FamilySearch genealogical website for deed indexes, tax records, directories, newspaper 
clippings 
My Heritage genealogical website for US Census, family history, newspaper articles 
ancestry.com genealogical website for vital statistics, newspaper clippings, Blue Books 
Google StreetView: 12/14 and 18 Lyndhurst Street photos 
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The Bromley insurance atlases that are mentioned in this report, as well as for additional years, 
may be found online. The plate letter/number is for the Ashmont Hill map for each year. 

1874  
Atlas of the County of Suffolk, Massachusetts, Vol. 3rd including South Boston and Dorchester. 
Philadelphia: G.M. Hopkins & Co., 1874 
Dorchester,	1874 
Plate Q 

1884  
Atlas of the County of Suffolk, Massachusetts, Vol. 3rd including South Boston and Dorchester 
Philadelphia: Geo. W. & Walter S. Bromley, 1884 
Dorchester,	1884 
Plate N 

1889  
Atlas of the city of Boston. Vol. 5: Dorchester.  Geo. W. & Walter S. Bromley  
Philadelphia: G.W. Bromley & Co., 1889. 
Dorchester,	1889 
Plate 25 

1894  
Atlas of the City of Boston: Volume 5: Dorchester, Mass. George W. and Walter S. Bromley  
Philadelphia: Bromley, 1894 
Dorchester,	1894	
Plate 27 

1898  
Atlas of the City of Boston, Vol. 5. Dorchester, Mass. George W. and Walter S. Bromley. 
Philadelphia, G. W. Bromley & Co., 1898 
Dorchester,	1898	
Plate 27 

1910  
Atlas of the City of Boston: Dorchester, Mass. George W. and Walter S. Bromley  
Philadelphia: G.W. Bromley & Co., 1910 
Dorchester,	1910	
Plate 27 
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https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:tt44pv43v
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:tt44pv533
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:tt44pv65w
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:tt44pv843
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:tt44pv82j
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:tt44pv886


1918  
Atlas of the City of Boston: Dorchester. George W. and Walter S. Bromley. 
Philadelphia: G. W. Bromley & Co., 1918 
Dorchester,	1918	
Plate 27 

1933  
Atlas of the City of Boston: Dorchester. George W. and Walter S. Bromley 
Philadelphia: G. W. Bromley & Co., 1933 
Dorchester,	1933	
Plate 27 

❡ ❡ ❡ ❡ ❡
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https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:tt44pw04c
https://collections.leventhalmap.org/search/commonwealth:tt44pw849

